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RAzs4r’s CANNEL COAL. 
Analysis by Lewis Tuompson, Esq. :— 
Illuminating Power, 
5 feet per hour. 
== 27°2 candles. 
RAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 
DO. GARESFIELD COKE, 


RAMSAY'S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 


GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828. 

FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804. 

FIRE-CLAY SANITARY PIPES, CHIMNEY- 
TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Clay. 

The Fire Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Col- 
liery, is of excellent quality, and no expense spared in 
perfecting every article. 

The FIRE-BRICKS (marked “* RAMSAY”) are to be 
seen in all parts cf the world, and the works are the 
most extensive in the Kingdom. 

Manufactories: DERWENTHAUGH, SWALWELL, and 
HEBBURN Quay. Offices: Broap CHang, NEw- 
CASTLE-UPON-TYNE. Address, G. H. Ramsay. 


IMPROVED GASLIGHT. 


Most of the complaints made of deficiency of gaslight, 
and bad gas, arise from the unskilful combustion of the 
gas, and especially from the employment of bad burners. 
The atmosphere is thus rendered offensive and un- 


an wit! k n- 
convenience that is es felt in churches, theatres, 
and public offices. seen - : 

vos proper burners, regulating the pressure, and 
carburetting the gas, it will be dered the cheapest 
and most wholesome artificial light that can be used. 

CARLESS, BLAGDEN, and Co., having been for many 
years practically engaged in manufacturing every va- 
riety of substance used for the production of artificial 
light, have for some time specially directed their at- 
tention to the subject of ing gas. 
In conjunction with Gro. GLover and Co.,an ex- 
tensive series of experiments have been conducted with 
the greatest care, and by means of instruments of the 
highest scientific precision; and the result of their 
united efforts is, that the fluid and apparatus have been 
80 improved as to give a real commercial value to the 
process of carburetting common gas. The most im- 
portant result to be obtained from this process is that 
the light can be doubled or trebled, and that for an 
equal amount of ey the production of heat and car- 
bonic acid gas will greatly reduced, even to less than 
the quantity p wax dles and oil-lamp 

Messrs. Gzo. GLover and Co. will have pleasure in 
showing the apparatus in use, and in giving any expla- 


Specific Gravity, | Cubic Feet. 
600 9151 























COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
OSEPH COWEN and CO, 


BLAYDON BURN, NEAR WEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
Were the only parties to whom a Prizz MEDAL was 
awarded at the Great EXHIBITION of 1851, for ‘Gas 
Rerorrts and OTHER OBJECTS in Frre-CLay,”’ and 
they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL 
ExnHisBiTion of 1862, the Prizz Mepat for “Gas 
Rertorts, Fire-Bricxs, &c., for EXCELLENCE of 
Quatirr.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufact s of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire-Clay are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS. 

Coal Office, 
Quay Sipe, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 











OHN RUSSELL AND CO, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 
ALMA WORKS, 

WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Tron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
eo Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 

ers. 

J. R.and Co, make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

un Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocka, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 

and Warranted. 


HE MARQUIS OF LOTHIAN’S 
CANNEL COAL. 

This Cannel is extensively used in the Gas-Works of 

Edinburgh been so for Forty Years, and is well 








nation that may be desired. Architects, eng 
and scientific men g lly, are specially invited. 
For list of prices, and all other information, apply to 


GEO. GLOVER and CO., 
Works, RANELAGH ROAD, PIMLICO, 8.W.; or, 
CARLESS, BLAGDEN, and CO., 
2, NEW LONDON STREET, E.C. 








known to Gas Manufacturers throughout Scotland. 

The yield per ton is 12,573 cubic feet, with an illu- 
mivating power equal to 33°8 standard sperm candles. 
Coke per ton by weight is 1046 lbs., by measure 
26 bushels. 

For price and other information, apply to Mr. JoHNn 
Romans, Civil Engineer, 53, Frederick Street, EpIN- 
BURGH. 











erm 

BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
N CARR be 
} most respectfully to thank the Metro 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their 
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tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he % 


has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and thatheis 
prepared to execute thelargest orders with punctualif 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETOR 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other}) 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest not 
and on the most reasonable terms. 

London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & OD., 
63, OLp Broap Street, City, LonDoN. 










TO SURVEYORS. 
WANTED, a competent Person 


SURVEYOR of the Local Board of Health 
and TOWN CHAMBERLAIN of the Borough of 
Wisbech. Salary £120 a year. 

The person appointed will be allowed to practise on 
p= own account, so far as compatible with his public 

uties. 

Applications, with testimonials of ability and chae 
racter, to be sent to the Mayor on or before the 4th of 
April next. By order, 


Fra, JACKSON, 
Wisbech, March 13, 1866. ‘Town-Clerk. 





TO GAS ENGINEERS AND OTHERS, 


STIMATES WANTED 
for construction of Gas-Works for the town of 
HARRINGTON, CUMBERLAND, 
For particulars, apply to D. B. Reip, Secretary, 
Harrington Gaslight Company, Limited, Harrington, 
CUMBERLAND. 





Established 
A.D. 1782. 


WILLIAM BLEWS AND SONS, 


9, 10, 11, and 12, NEW BARTHOLOMEW STREET, 


BIRMINGHAM; 
AND 38, WEST SMITHFIELD, LONDON; 
PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 


METAL AND GLASS CHANDELIERS, &c., 


IN THE PUREST STYLE OF ART. Also of 


IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS, 
FOR GAS STEAM, AND WATEE; 
Steam and other Cocks in Gun-Metal and Brass; 
Stocas, Taps, and Dies; Gas-Hooks and Burners ; 
Brass, Copper, and Composition Tubes; and every 
article required in the erection of Gas- Works. 

ALL WARRANTED. 








THE 


MEDAL AWARDED, EXHIBITION, 1862, “FOR GOOD WORK.” 


IMPERIAL TUBE COMPANY, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, BRASS & COPPER TUBES, 
GALVANIZED & GLASS ENAMELLED TUBES & FITTINGS, 


LAP-WELDED IRON & BRASS BOILER-TUBES, ETC., ETC. 


||§S"- Sole Makers of **HUGHES’S PATENT TAPS,” Strongly recommended for all High-pressure 
purposes.—Price List and Testimonials forwarded on application. 








THE UNVARYING WATER-LINE GAS-METER. 


(SANDERS & DONOVAN’S PATENT.) 





“Unquestionably the best Water Gas-Meter now in use.” 








MANUFACTURERS: 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; 


Branch Manufactories at DUBLIN and 


OLDHAM. 
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NOW READY, 

yo. XIV. of the JOURNAL of GAS 
pe yt ee SUPPLY, and §ANI- 

TARY IMPROV , for 1865, price ls.,bound 

in. cloth and lette:ed, A few copies-of Vols. LI,. 1TT., 

fvV., V., VL, VIL, VIM., IX., K., XI., KI, and KIII. 

are stillon sale. 


W. B. Kine, 11, Bolt Court, Fieet Street, F.C. 


1865, 





Gas LEGISLATION, 


Now ready, 
Reports of the Proceedings before Select. Committees 
of the House of Commons. 

BATH GAS BILL—price ls., by post ls. ld. 

KENT GAS BILL—price ls. 6d., by post ls, 7d. 

PRESTON, EXETER, AND FOLKESTONE GAS BILL—price 
1s,, by post is. ld. 

STROUD GAS (Local Government Supplemental, No. 3) 

Bill—price ls., by post ls. ld. 








Also, price 2s., by post 2s. ld., 

Reports of the Proceedings before Select Committees 
of the House of Lords on the 
LEAMINGTON, LIVERPOOL, & RAMSBOTTOM GAS BILLS, 
HANLEY GAS BILL. 

UNITED GENERAL (DUBLIN) GAS BILL. 


London: Wiii1aM B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Freer 
Street, E.C. 


RUTTER ON GAS LIGHTING. 
Just Published, Fcap. 8vo., toned paper, pp. 71, sewed, 
price 6d., 


DVANTAGES of GAS in PRIVATE 
HOUSES, 
A Hanpy Book ror Gas ConsuMERS: 
TELLING THEM WHAT TO DO, 
AND WHAT NOT TO DO, 
By J. O. N. RUTTER, F.R.A.S. 
A new and revised edition, and the 193rd thousand. 
Lonpon: 
Virtue BroruHers aNd Co., 1, AMEN CORNER, 
PaTERNOSTER Row, and all Booksellers. 1865. 
A cheaper edition (the 194th thousand), on plain 
paper, but in all other respects the same as the above, 
and which is intended for distribution by gas com- 
panies, is also ready, price £12. 12s, per 1000 copies, 
and £1. 7s. 6d. per 100. 








Crown l6mo, pp. 20, 
AS IN DWELLING-HOUSES: 
Irs Uses, CONVENIENCES, AND ECONOMY, 
A revised and enlarged edition, and the 50th thousand, 
Price—1000 copies, £3. 103.; 580 copies, £1. 17s. 6d.; 
any smaller number at 8s. 6d. per 100, 
When 1000 copies are ordered, the official title, scale 
of prices, and other information relating to the busi- 
ness of the Company, will be printed on the covers 
without extra charge. 
All orders and inquiries for the two last-mentioned 
editions to be addreased, direct, to the AUTHOR, Black 
Rock , BRIGHTON. 





R. G. W. STEVENSON, C.E., F.G.S., 

(for the last 10 years Engineer to the Corpora- 
tion of Halifax), may be consulted upon all matters 
connected with the construction of gas-works, and the 
manufacture and supply of gas; also upon the con- 
}| struction of water-works and the supply of water to 
towns; and also in respect to the sewerage of towns, 
and sanitary works generally. 

Offices, Waterhouse Street, HALIFAX, and 14, Park 
treet, WESTMINSTER. 


AMUEL CUTLER, Gasholder 
MAKER and CONTRACTOR 

For Tanks, Roofs, Purifiers, Condensers, Erection 

and Alteration of Works and every description of 


Gas APPARATUS, 
PROVIDENCE IRON WorKsS, 


MILL WALL, POPLAR. LONDON, E, 
Main Laying and Gas-Works erected complete. 


CARPENTER’S Improved Wood 
e SIEVES for Gas-Purifiers. 
Works: 14, John Street, Pentonville Road, LonDon, N. 











The above sieves are used by the principal gas com- 
panies in London and the country. ‘Their utility, 
durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- 
perior to all others. 

Testimonials from gas engineers who have tested 
their qualities forwarded on application. 

All orders punctually attended to, and estimates 
given if required. a 


BEST AND HOBSON, 
LATE 
ROBERT BEST, 

100, CHARLOTTE STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
Manufacturers of 
CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, 
Brass and Iron Gas-Fittings, Steam and Water-Cocks 
&e., &e. 


Also, 
PATENT WELDED IRON TUBES, 
For Gas, Steam, Water, and other purposes. 

GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
High-pressure Water-Valves and Cocks, &c., &e. 
Piumbers Brassfoundry, 

Brass, Correr, COMPOSITION, AND LEAD TUBES, 


Works: Birmingham, and Great Bridge, Staffordshire. 














WALTER FORD, 
169, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 
MANUMACTURER OF ‘WET AND DRY GAS-MBTERS, ‘STATION-METERS, 


Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PAWENT ST REGULATORS, for insuring 
g use, and refi can be given to 


anv required consumption. These Regulators are in general and i 
Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 


MARTIN ’S 
LEE MOOR PORCELAIN FIRE-BRICKS, 


Containing no Lime, and only *45 of Oxides, resist the strongest heats, and will last for Gas-Works 
: longer than any others. 
Samples and prices sent, and the highest references given, on application to 


MARTIN BROTHERS, 
ST. AUSTELL, CORNWALL. 


REDUCED PRICES OF 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO’S 


IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS 
from 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. 6d. to 12s. per inch diameter 
List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 


had on application. 
‘These Valves are all proved on both sides to 30 Ibs. on the square inch 


hefore leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 
Valves made with Outside Racks to order. Also, Screw Water-Valves 
with Gun-Metal Faces. 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO., 
ENGINEERS, 


NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 


F. & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingnam— Established 1807, 
MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 

LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 


Made from ‘‘REGIsTERED’’ Desiens), with GLass BRaNouEs, &c.; suitable 
ior DRAWING-ROOMS and BaLt-Rooms. The more extensive use of Gas in| 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OSLER to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their 
(og8 general adoption, are offeredat very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 
HBATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY EsTIMATB 


ON THE LOWEST TERMS. 


JOSEPH BOULTON, 
80, KING’S CROSS ROAD, 4x»D 
103, GREAT PERCY STREET, CLERKENWELL. 
Manufacturer of the Patent Dry and Improved Unvarying Water-Line Gas-Meters and Station-Meters, 
Governors, Experimental Meters, and Pressure Gauges, on the most improved principle. 
Old Meters thoroughly repaired, and altered to meet the requirements of the Act of Parliament. 
ALL METERS WARRANTED. 
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ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 120,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 


MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 





efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, . 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. | 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, S.E. | 


| 





GLOBE M™METER-WorRES. 


| 
| 
| 























NEWTON & BRADDOCK, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


STATION METERS, CONSUMERS METERS, &. 








OLDHAM. 
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WATER AND GAS PIPES, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CASTINGS. 


CLARIDGE, NORTH, AND COMPANY, 


PHG@NIX FOUNDRY, BILSTON. 











Established 1830. 


PATENT 


DRY GAS-METERS, 


with 
ROTARY VALVE, 


still maintain their high standing for 
Manufacture, Correctness of Registration, 
Durability, and Steadiness of Light. 
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200,000 in use. 





ss > WORKS: DIANA PLACE, EUSTON ROAD, 
ea LONDON, N.W. 





UY TT 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY 
(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Successors to CROLL, RAIT, and CO., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS 


'| At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most 
perfect construction and appropriate design. 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 


|STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, 
AND EXPER'MENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 








For information, &c., apply to 


GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 











W. INGHAM and SONS, having for maay years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS PROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY 








| 
| 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 





beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
|| CRACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas, 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 
Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OP EQUAL QUALITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO.— 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Zzport orders continue to have prompt attention. 
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ANOTHER | 
MEDAL AWARDED BY THE JURY, INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, | 
1862, | 


To THOMAS GLOVER, | 
SUFFOLK STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, LONDON. ! 





Tuomas Grover has great pleasure in informing Gas Companies and his other Patrons, that the Jury of Class XX XI. of | 
the International Exhibition of 1862 have awarded, for his Patent Dry Gas-Meter, a Prize Medal. The reason given for this | 
Award, in the Juries Official Report, is, «‘ For excellence of manufacture, as regards Dry Meters.” See Official Report. p. 346. || 
It is worthy of remark, that the only two other Firms who receive Awards both manufacture imitations of Thomas Glover's | 
Patent Dry Gas-Meter, and the réason given for these Awards is ‘‘ construction and sound workmanship.”” Thomas Glover, | 
therefore, claims that the construction of his Meter has obtained three Awards from the Jury of the International Exhibition of | 
1862; at the same time, contrasting the Award granted for his Meter by the words, ‘* For excellence of manufacture, as regards | 
Dry-Meters.” | 
The Prize Meter was exhibited in Class XXXI., No. 6301, connected with a 1-foot holder, to demonstrate that a 50-light 

Meter measures and indicates accurately the small quantity of One Foot. 


WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CQO. 
| 





| 

(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), | 

PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. | 

COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. 
“Established 1816. 








PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary) 
Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements), 


of the Sale of Gas Act. 

“It is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to render them % per cent. slow 
the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an 
ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The 
tact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sufficient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- 
venience it is designed to meet.”—JouRNAL oF Gas LIGHTING. 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
mingbam, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 
MIMUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c, 
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CONTENTS. is to be placed in the hands of working men. In the mean- 

an time, and until the pro and anti six-pounders have settled their 

preys re? isi Sch the W. age | differences, the working man of towns will have no reason to 
teen poet ns MB nas ards = sande oy Se Sys 161 complain that his interests have been neglected by this gene- 

The Corporation of London and the proposed Metropolitan 3 Meat ration. Improved dwellings for the “town labourer have 
ae on the Reconstruction of our Navy ‘3 already been the subject of two Bills. The treatment of the 
Mr. J. Stuart Mill’s Scheme for as Future Government of the destitute, in the shape of “casuals,” has proved more inte- 
PE ois ae OS a ea - 163 resting than any recent sensation novel. The treatment of 
Circular to Gas Companies :— the sick poor has been discussed in so earnest and practical a 


The Debate on the Second Reading of the City Corporation Gas Bill 163 spirit, that even the radical vestrymen will have to bend before 


Pe et anu yreny — . . . 163 public opinion and take steps for changing a system under 
United General (Limerick) Gas Bill . . . . . . . ~ 164 which the labourer who is seriously sick for a month is almost 
ive Pe ond Sanat 4 eal tiple oma Fe certain to become a pauper for six months. Latest comes 
Aldevehet Consumers Ges Bill ss of sos oss 5 5 364 Mr. “Tom Brown” Hughes, with a scheme for making all 
London Gas Bill . . . «+ + # «© «© « « « « 164 working men comfortable who happen to live on the line where 
ae Se PREM, 0) MM eRy Aye RG SOS = a railway has to be made. If it were true that at a week’s 
Aldringtou, Hove, and Brighton Gas Bill. : . . . . . 164 notice the tenants of rooms and cottages held at weekly rents 
Brighton and Hove Gas Bill. - + + « + 164 | were turned out by metropolitan railway improvements, it 

Hedley v. the Clerk of the Leamington Local Board » . . . . 168 would be an intolerable grievance ; an alteration in the Stand- 

a an | ing Orders and Land Clauses Act that secured something like 


The Lighbti f Met aG H Se ee ‘ = A : 
The Minune co Tames Meter Stamp, No. Bee a te gr ne 165 a year’s notice would be nothing less than just. As a matter 


Register of New Fatents :— of fact, all neighbourhoods, whether rick or poor, about to be 
Applications for Letters Patent. . . . + « © + «+ « « 165 traversed by a railway receive more than twelve months notice, 
as one Protection . . + + + ¢ + + + + 165° not in a legal form, but as a matter of course, from the landlords 

* ° 5 ! 5 ° 165 or rent-collectors, from the gossip of the baker, butcher, coal 


Patents which have become Void . : 
Parliamentary Intelligence :— and potato dealer, not to speak of the regular paragraphs in 


Progress of Bills in House of Lords. . . . . + . . ~~ . 165 the parish halfpenny newspapers, which are almost a metro- 
Progress of Bills in House of Commons. 166 politan institution. Mr. Hughes’s plan was confined to the 
“= ¢ Lommene—Debete and Division ‘on th the London (C (City) “ 167 Operations of railways, why it is difficult to say, because 
Hoon of Cummnene Committee— a, the displacement that would be effected by an exten- 
iteaun Hevasek Brighton Gas Bill, "and d Brighton and Hove 70 sion of the Government Offices from Downing Street sato 
General Gas Bill . . Ct. . 177 the purlieus of King Street, Westminster, and still more 

Legal Intelligence :— the wholesale clearance required for the New Palace of Justice 
Court of potaeque~ieiy 0. ‘Watngm, Gute to oe Eaoningios by Temple Bar, would be quite as smashing as the works con- 
Local Board. . - 192. templated by any metropolitan railway yet brought before the 
Miscollancous News :— public. The Holborn Valley Viaduct will cut into some very 
Mestiet * > my noe A ac gal eee Lee & = cheap and populous lodging-houses. Indeed, it is impossible 
Professor Frankland’s Analysis of the Metro litan Waters in n February 196 | toimagine any scheme for piling the lofty edifices now in favour 
Return by the Metropolitan Association of Medical Officers of Health on inferior property that will -not dispossess many tenants. 
ca and Quality of the Metropolitan Waters, in|. | Mr. Hughes’s ill success in a House where, although the 
Dr. Whitmore’s Report on the Quality of the Water supplied in St. rights of the poor are earnestly discussed and fairly con- 
Marylebone, in February, 1866 . 196 sidered, the rights of property are thoroughly admitted, was 


ese Be Pecans eer any not extraordinary. He was beaten not only by the falseness 


Dr. Whitmore’s Report on the Quality “ the haan aepet in St. | of his political economy, but by the impracticability of his 
Marylebone, in February, 1866 . . - 196 | plan. He desired that every railway company dispossessing 
Share sisttniindl saints Gas mienpeee - + # « + + + «+ + 197) any body of persons paying each not more than ten shillings 
- = SSS == | a week, should be bound to build, on a site to be approved 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. | by the Chief Commissioner of Works, what in fact would 
be model lodging-houses. No old houses were to be pulled 


No notice can be taken of anonymous communications. Whatever is | . 

intended for insertion, must be authenticated by the name and address down until the new houses were built! The last part of the 
of the writer ; not necessarily for publication, but as a guarantee of good | problem would be about as easy in crowded London as getting 
Jaith. oa a quart into a pint. But if this legislation were sound, why 


eee ee ee ee — - | confine its restrictions and penalties to railway companies, 
NOTICES. | because, unless it were extended to landlords, the operation of 


The subscription is 15s. per annum, » if pal d in advance during the month such an act would be evaded in the easiest manner possible. 
of January, or 18s. credit, in two sums of 9s. each, in July and The railway company would only have to purchase the property 


January of each year. Post-Office orders must be made ‘payable at the | through a confidential agent, on condition that the landlord 
Charing Cross Money-Order Office, to William H. Bennett, No. 42, | delivered it up empty of tenants, and the wrong, if it were a 
tis ean eoabet Ml be pula sh ep Deine teh & oak Ge so would be without a remedy. Who is to call a land- 

bers on each successive alternate Tuesday. ord to account if he chooses to give all his weekly tenants 
This Journax has been duly registered at the General Dost Office for | notice to quit—if he chooses to pull down all his houses? 
transmission abroad. Who can call him to account if he prefers to sell old bricks 
Stamped copies, when forwarded by post, must be folded so as to expose | and Jand, or to rebuild in a better form? To give weekly 


=o Seanps Gay ore etarwtee Seite So Ge Lat postage chaye Or | oats 0 permanent claim to a dwelling at the same rent and 


All Rementieniiees to be addressed to the Editor, No. 42, Parliament | With equal accommodation, is to establish a tenant-right of truly 
Street, Westminster; and orders for Advertisements to the Publisher, | Fenian dimensions; it is to give perpetuity of tenure in the 
Mr. W. B. King, No. 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. very worst class of buildings, the least fitted for maintaining 


= and breeding healthy labourers. What is needed is such a 
T 4 é J 0 U R N AL 0 F G A 5 LI G H T | N revision of the Standing Orders of both Houses of Parliament 

G, as will secure full notice, in ample time, of any destruction of 
buildings contemplated under the compulsory powers of an Act 
WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. tdi bet Mr. Hughes's motion wee, sithowgh sb- 
~~ | surd, important as an index of what might be expected from a 
TUESDAY, MARCH 20, 1866. Parliament in which a very considerable number of Tom 
Browns were present. We have recently argued that it 


Rotes upon as sin g ZEvenmts. | would pay parishes to encourage the substitution of blocks of 


healthy lodging-houses for fever-haunted slums, but nothing 
It may be expected that for some time the practical questions would be more likely to impede the movement for improving 
that most interest the readers of this journal will be pushed on the dwellings of the labouring classes than a cry for ‘‘ weekly 
one side in our parliamentary debates. Oratorical energy will | ‘‘ tenant-right.’’ The political world has lately been astonished 
be concentrated on the question of how much legislative power | by the information conveyed in statistics presented to Parlia- 
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ment, showing that the working man had more voting 
power than his warmest friends or greatest opponents be- 


would also be worth collecting. It would probably be found 
that the class for whom Mr. Hughes has directed his senti- 
mental and mistaken efforts, less than any other appreciate the 
value of fixity of tenure. The fact is, that London wants 
more and better dwellings for the labouring poor, not to per- 
petuate the ill-built cottages and wretched lodging-houses in 
which they are so often compelled to herd. Asa rule, with 
very rare exceptions, railway companies are in all compensa- 
tion cases the victims of organized extortion, and the instances 
are quite exceptional where the invasion of the railway pick- 


|axe bearer is not a source of present and future prosperity to 


the district invaded. 

The spasmodic efforts of the Corporation of London to keep 
pace with the improving spirit of the age seem invariably fol- 
lowed bya reaction. The Act stopping the home trade in live 
cattle has thrown a great responsibility on the Corporation. 
They control the markets which supply the whole metropolis 
with dead meat. These markets—Newgate and Leadenhall— 
were disgracefully unfit in capacity and arrangements for the 
For ten years the 
Corporation have been mumbling over plans for a dead meat 
market. The traffic managers of the railway companies called 
into consultation pointed out the impossibility of forcing four 
times the quantity of carcasses, for which Newgate Market had 
long been found too small, into the old limited area, and sug- 
gested the propriety of turning the spacious sheds of the 
Metropolitan Market into shops for carcass butchers, and also 
of finding if possible a dead meat depdt at the West-end of 
But the Corporation thought less of feeding three 
millions of people than of two monopolies, in which common 
councilmen have a deep pecuniary interest. First, the mono- 
poly of the single market in West Smithfield, which may be 
ready in two or three years, and next the monopoly of the 
carcass butchers protected at present by the narrow limits of 
the existing shops. A new market for temporary purposes 
might become permanent, therefore the foul, feetid dens of 
Newgate were not to be competed with by the airy, unused 
sheds of Copenhagen Fields. As forthe carcass butchers, they 
are represented very strongly in the Common Council per- 
sonally, and by customers and connexions. The chairman of 
the Markets Committee is a man brought up amongst them— 
a tavern-keeper in Newgate Market. It would be more than 
could be expected of Newgate butcher nature if such a man 
neglected the interests of his best customers. The following 
sketch of the present scene, from a contemporary, is not 
exaggerated, 


To get a glimpse of the actual working of the sudden change in the food 
supply of London, we paid a visit a few days ago to Newgate Market, in the 
dismal small hours. The 5000 cattle and 20,000 sheep which used to 
trudge to Copenhagen Market on Monday morning, disturbing all the 
northern suburbs with the music of their voices, now. trudge no more, but 
are carried, we will not say comfortably, but safely, right into the heart of 
the city in linen bags. The first detachment of the great army we fall in 
with is at the top of Holborn, on a waggon marked “Great Western Rail- 
way.” But here we are at the beginning of Newgate Street, and now comes 
the real tug of war. There stands a tall post with a placard, a sort of lighthouse 
at the entrance of this dangerous harbour, informing the world in general, 
and drivers in particular, that the great thoroughfare is closed to all 
vehicles except those going to Newgate Market from 2 a.m. to 9°A.M. 
Newgate Market, as is generally known, consists of a narrow little lane, as 
dark as the prison against which it leans, and as dirty as the sewer over 
which it is built. Into this hole, for it is nothing else, there are nominally 
three entrances, but in reality only one, that leading from antiquated 
Warwick Lane, a street so narrow that one good-sized apple-cart can block 
it up entirely. Towards Warwick Lane, therefore, the whole flood of 
railway waggons kept pouring, but long before reaching it there was 
another dead lock. “How long have you been standing here?” we asked 
the good-humoured driver of a waggon not by any means in the front. 
“More than an hour,” was the reply, the man adding “and it may be 
another hour before I shall get off.’ Making, or breaking onr way into 
Warwick Lane, we come upon an indescribable scene of confusion. The 
chief entrance to the filthy hole kuown as the dead meat market of the 
metropolis, is so choked full of carts and horses, dogs, butchers, live cattle- 
dealers, and dead cattle, that even the stout policemen can scarcely keep 
order among the surging mass of men and beasts, and have to work hard 
to prevent absolute riot. Steam by sea and steam by land have carried the 
life sustenance of the three million inhabitants of London, thus far, with 
the precision of clockwork—it is not more than twelve hours ago since 
yonder waggon-load of prime beef left Scotland—but here, in this wretched 
Jane, the whole wonderful system of traffic comes to an ignominious stand- 
still. Isthere anything more disgraceful to City management than this 
so-called metropolitan dead meat market? The reply to the question 
which we ask ourselves, here in Warwick Lane at 5 A-M., is in volleys of 
hideous oaths, worthy of Newgate. 


Ou Friday night a very useful discussion took place in the 
House of Commons on the Navy estimates, in which the 
veteran Admiralty Reformers, Mr. Laird and Mr. Seely, 





lieved. A return of the average tenancy of weekly tenants | 








took part, as well as two new members, both practical 
men—Mr. Graves, a shipowner, of Liverpool, and Mr, 
Samuda. Their criticisms were received by Lord Clarence 
Paget in his usual happy off-hand, official manner. Surely 
no one in his position ever played more ingeniously the part 
of the frank, off-handed sailor. If other trades should 
fail, the vacant place of old ‘I’, P. Cooke would, be open to 
him. Mr. Laird thought that the plan of partially plating 
might be usefully adopted in small vessels; but he agreed 
with Mr. Samuda that entire plating was required to make 
a first-rate vessel. Wooden vessels were valueless unless 
entirely plated. The Alabama sank with the second shell that 
struck her. What we-required for the protection of our com- 
merce was hot vessels of very large horse-power, but vessels 
that could cruise for months together under canvas, and be a 
match for any cruisers in the world, without using a single 
pound of coal. Mr. Laird disapproved of the ships which 
were being built under the influence of Mr. E. J. Reed, and 
thought that greater economy and equal efficiency might be 
obtained by building small ironclad vessels, which would re- 
quire less numerous crews than the monsters which few docks| 
or harbours could receive. ‘* The country, rich as it was, could) 
“not afford to have a fleet of Bellerophons cruising in foreign! 
“stations.”” The cost of their-construction and working was | 
too great, and they must be sent home if requiring repairs. | 
In support of this view, Mr. Laird read an extract from the! 
proceedings of the court-martial on Commodore Craven, 
of the United States navy, for not having attacked | 
the Confederate ironclad Stonewall, with his two wooden| 
frigates of 4000 and 5000 tons, with crews of not less than || 
1000 men, while the Stonewall had only one 300-pounder in a’ 
fixed turret, and a crew of 86 men. The court acquitted| 
Commodore Craven, because to have accepted the challenge! 
of the Confederate captain with his turret-ship would have 
been “‘certain destruction.” Mr. Laird stated, as the result 

of the inquiries of competent persons, that a vessel of 3600 | 
tons could be built, plated with 6-inch plates, capable of 
making 14 knots an hour and of carrying four 600-pounders 
and yet sufficiently out of the water for all sea- going purposes. 
He thought that Captain Coles ought not to be placed in the! 
hands of a gentleman like Mr. Reed, wedded to a rival system! | 
Mr. Seely, using his experience as one of the great firms of 
steam-engine builders, went into the question of the compara- 
tive cost of shipbuilding in Government and private yards; 
and his comparisons were sufficiently startling to secure a re-|, 
newal of the attack on the plans of our Admiralty for increasing 
the machine power of the Government yards. The Warrior 
and the Black Prince were built in private yards. The Achilles 
was built in a Government yard, and cost £222,000 more than 
the Warrior, and £219,500 more than the Black Prince. He 
also went into the subject of repairs, and proved that if the 
Niger, the Highflyer, and the Sparrow Hawk had been sold 
for old materials instead of being repaired, and new vessels of 
the same class built, the Admiralty would have been in pocket 
by over £67,000. ‘‘ Under the head of repairs, the Admiralty 
‘*had fooled away not less than £132,000.” Mr. Samuda 
approved of the Government’s being in a position to manufac- 
ture some of their vessels in the royal yards, but thought that 
it would be very prejudicial to the interests of the nation to 
entirely supersede private yards by Government yards, where, 
without counting the fixed expenses, the work was from 20 to 
25 per cent. dearer. The construction of ships in private 
yards would also save the £70,000 proposed to be sunk in 
machinery. He thought that a fast cupola ship, plated from 
stem to stern with 43-inch iron, would easily destroy a ship 
like the Hercules, with its heavily plated central battery and 
its unprotected ends. He thought 44 inches of iron were 
enough to neutralize the effect of shells. In common with 
Mr. Laird, Mr. Samuda considered that 9 feet out of the 
water was sufficient. He had built three vessels of 3000 tons, 
265 feet in length, with a freeboard of 7 feet, which had per- 
formed trips between England and Odessa, laden with 2000 
tons of dead weight, with great regularity. These are the 
plums of fact out of a rather technical debate. We pass over 
the remarks of those who, like Sir John Pakington, only spoke 
from second-hand information, however well expressed. 
Captain Coles was well supported, and there seems a general 
and very just feeling that, however ingenious Mr. Reed may 
be, it is not for the interest of the country that one inventor 
should control the application of the ideas of another. It 


is the interest of the country that impartial intelligence should 
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jsit in judgment at the Admiralty on all suggested improves 
‘ments. Mr. Reed is too ingenious for his place—a sort of 
official Pan, ever playing on his own “ Reeds.” 
Mr. John Stuart Mill has drawn up a Bill for rearranging 
the government of the metropolis with the least possible dis- 
|turbance of existing institutions. The City Corporation he 
|wisely leaves alone for the present. The time will come when 
a simple measure for cutting down the Common Council to 
‘sixty or a hundred members, with a tenure of three years, and 
‘reducing the term of aldermen, with eligibility for re-election, 
to seven years, will be pushed through Parliament in spite of 
‘the powerful resistance of the only unreformed Corporation in 
the country. No one but an envious idiot wants to see the 
useful part of the governing powers of the Corporation re- 
duced or its real dignity diminished. The municipal area of 
the City is not great, and the sleeping population is, perhaps, 
decreasing; but the walking population is increasing daily, 
and will continue to increase as long as London is the centre 
of the commerce and the investment of the world. The price- 
‘currents and the Stock Exchange lists are indexes of the 
importance of the interests and the numbers of the daily fre- 
quenters under the charge of the Corporation. The City 
‘reformers want neither to swamp the Corporation nor to cen- 
tralize its power in Downing Street, but to sweep away the 
‘mass of useless forms—red tape, in fact—that have accumu- 
lated in the course of centuries, and to substitute for penny-a- 
lining talk, real work. For these and other reasons, Mr. Mill 
knows that the reform of the Corporation of London will 
keep. He proposes to merge the swarm of vestries now each 
debating in its own little parish parliament into ten munici- 
palities, in which will be concentrated the self-governing 
powers enjoyed by Manchester, Bristol, and Birmingham, 
except the control of police—a mayor to each Corporation, 
and a conservative element in the shape of aldermen, a cheap | 
dignity, which is the means, in the provincial Corporations, of 
retaining for long terms the services of the most useful men. | 
Side by side with Mr. Mill’s plan for municipalizing all the | 
metropolis outside the City boundaries, is Mr. Ayrton’s com- 
mittee, which, looking at the ability of the man, his evidently 
foregone conclusions, and his power of working up evidence to | 
support these conclusion, will produce a report most damaging | 
to the City authorities that has yet appeared. Mr. Ayrton’s | 
experience will probably have taught him by this time that to 
oppose everything and propose nothing will not serve his dis- 
appointed ambition. Can he consent to work with John Stuart 
Mill? that is the question ; or will he fight for his own band, 
or will he be content to make aldermen and common council- 
men very uncomfortable ? These are questions which will make 
the Ayrton’s ‘‘ Blue-Books ”’ in considerable request. 














Circular to Gas Compantes. 


‘Tue Bill promoted by the Corporation of the City of London, 
‘to authorize them to construct gas-works and to supply gas in 
‘competition with the three existing companies, was read a 
‘second time in the House of Commons, on the 6th inst., by a 
‘majority of only 26 in a-House consisting of 416 members, in- 
\cluding tellers. Questions of great public importance, on 
which the feelings of the whole country are excited, seldom 
attract a larger attendance, and it was quite evident, as Mr. 
Roebuck observed, that the House had been packed for the 
occasion, by the exertions of those who were interested in pass- 
ing and in opposing the Bill. At one period of the evening it 
seemed probable that the opponents of the Bill would have 
succeeded in causing its rejection, but, from the moment that 
Sir George Grey announced that the Government intended to 
throw the weight of their influence in its favour, there was no 
longer any doubt that the Corporation would so far succeed as 
to carry the second reading of their Bill. Sir George Grey 
seems to entertain due ministerial regard for the opinions of 
the gas-consuming constituencies of large towns, and to desire 
to court the favour of the mob rather than resist a demand 
which, if granted, would establish a most dangerous principle ; 
for it would sanction the employment of corporation funds in 
competing with private enterprise for the supply of any of the 
necessaries of life. Mr. Cowper, the Chief Commissioner of 
Works, refused to follow his leader in a course so hazardous, 
involving a breach of public faith, and even Mr. Doulton had 


| 





| metropolis will be thoroughly investigated. Though the in- 


Mr. John Hardy, Mr. C. Turner, and several other Conserva~ 
‘tive members, could support a measure that would have 
the effect of confiscating property established on the faith of 
Parliament, seems inexplicable. It is quite evident, how- 
ever, from the tone of the debate, that the Bill has but 
a very small chance of passing the House of Commons. Mr. 
Crawford himself, who moved the second reading, supported 
it rather as a means of obtaining a full inquiry into the opera- 
tion of the Metropolis Gas Act, than on its own merits; and) 
the same motive seemed to actuate all those who spoke in 
favour of the measure. Mr. Ayrton very frankly acknowledged | 
that his object in voting for the Bill was to make a cat’s paw | 
of the Corporation, by using their funds to promote the objects] 
which the metropolitan vestries were endeavouring to attain, 
but were unable to pay for. While thus trying to take ad- 
vantage of the money of the Corporation, he could not help 
laughing at them at the same time, conceiving that the House 
would never grant power to the Corporation of the City of 
London to constitute themselves a gas company, and thus pass 
from gastronomy to gas. The debate was specially and fully 
reported in a second edition of our last number, and is repeated 
in our present issue. We refer with pleasure to the able 
speeches of Lord Cranborne, of Mr, Adair, and of Mr. E.| 
Craufurd, who objected to the Bill on the ground that it was 
unjust and impolitic, and that it would be a breach of faith by 
the House of Commons to grant power to the Corporation to 
compete with the existing gas companies, and a departure from | 
all precedent. Mr. Crawford subsequently carried, without a 
division, his motion to refer the City of London Corporation 
Gas Bill, also the Bills promoted by the Chartered and the 
City of London Gas Companies, to a select committee of | 
twelve members, five of whom are to be nominated by the | 
Committee of Selection, with instruction to inquire into the) 
operation and results of the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860. No- 
tice has since been given to refer the Bill promoted by the 
London Gas Company, which has passed the House of Lords, 
to the same committee; and a similar course will probably 
be adopted with the Bills promoted by the Imperial and 
the Equitable Companies,. when they have reached the! 
same stage. It is expected that the committee will be 
named before Easter, and that they will meet soon after the 
recess, when the whole question of the supply of gas to the 








quiry will be attended with much inconvenience and expense, it 
may produce a good effect. The gas companies, we have no} 
doubt, will be able to prove that they have complied as far as 
possible with all the requirements of the Act, and the misap- 
prehensions that have been entertained, and the prejudices 
excited against them will, it is to be hoped, be thus removed. 
There is little chance of the Corporation obtaining the power to 
manufacture and supply gas, but if they became satisfied with 





the gas supplied by the existing companies they will not have 
spent their money in vain. 

The Sheffield United Gas Company have suffered little from 
the ill-advised opposition of the Town Council, though it was! 
supported by Messrs. G. Anderson, Penny, Stevenson, Hughes, 
and a strong array of others of lessnote. The committee have! 
given the company power to raise the additional share capital | 
they required of £350,000, and on the same terms as proposed 
—viz., 8 per cent. dividend when the price of gas amounts to 
3s. 6d. per 1000 feet, and 10 per cent. when the price is re- 
duced to 3s. The company are also authorized to allot the 
new shares among themselves, in opposition to the petition of 
the Corporation that the shares should be sold by public 
auction. The question of the disposal of shares by auction 
had been discussed by the same committee on a former Bill, 
and it seems to be now an admitted principle that it is only 
fair and reasonable when a company have arrived at a state of 
prosperity, that they should have any advantage that may arise 
by allotting the new shares among the existing shareholders. 
The company are also to be authorized to borrow £87,500, so 
that for many years to come they will be relieved from 
the necessity of applying to Parliament for power to raise 
further capital. They have in addition been granted an 
extension of their limits to some outlying districts which 
are increasing in population, while the maximum price of 4s. 
per 1000 feet, fixed by their Act of 1855, remains unchanged. 
The standard of the illuminating power has, however, been 
nominally raised from 12 wax to 15 sperm candles, though the 
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gas actually supplied has been on an average equal to 16 





the courage to brave the indignation of his Lambeth con- 





sperm candles. The company sought to remedy some admitted | 











stituents by voting against the Bill. How Sir Hugh Cairns, 
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defects in the Sales of Gas Act which are experienced, particu- 
larly in the hilly district of Sheffield, where gas is supplied at 
very different levels from the same gasholder ; but the clauses 
in the Bill having that object were struck out by the committee, 
on the ground that it is not expedient to remedy the defects of 
a public Act by special legislation. Some of the defects of the 
Sales of Gas Act were clearly pointed out by Mr. Dethridge, 
one of the metropolitan inspectors under the Act, who was 
called as a witness by the promoters of the Bill. The Act 
requires all meters to be tested at a pressure of only half an 
inch of water, and a meter that may register correctly at that 
low pressure is found to be unfitted to register the quantity of gas 
passed when the pressure is considerably increased. Mr. Deth- 
ridge, who recommended a testing pressure of one inch, men- 
tioned, in confirmation of that opinion, that a meter he had 
tested at a pressure of half an inch was 1°42 per cent. fast, 
and that when the pressure was increased to three inches, the 
amount of error was 3°73 per cent. A still greater difference 
arises when the number of lights is greater than the suitable 
capacity of the meter; the difference from that cause having 
been found to amount in one instance to 40 per cent. Mr. 
Clive, the chairman of the committee, was under-secretary at 
the Home Office some years since, when attempts were made 
by several provincial gas companies to procure the amendments 
of the Act which experience has shown to be necessary, but 
which were at the time resisted by Mr. George Glover, who is 
now admitted to be the father of the Sales of Gas Act. 
Mr. Clive acknowledges that Act is defective; and it is a 
question for the consideration of gas companies whether the 
time has not arrived to make efforts for its amendment. 


The United General Gas Company have been compelled to 
withdraw their Limerick Bill, under peculiar and unprecedented 
circumstances. The company sought to place themselves under 
the Gas-Works Clauses Act, and thereby to obtain power to 
to break open the streets to lay their mains; it being doubtful 
whether they could do so with the power conferred by their 
charter. They also required to be authorized to add £10,000 
to the share capital appropriated to their Limerick under- 
taking, and to borrow £5000. The Bill was opposed by the 
Corporation, who compete with the United General Company 
in supplying gas, and whose gas undertaking has been for 
some time past in adeplorable condition. If additional powers 
}| were given to their rivals, it was feared that the Corporation 
gas affairs would become still worse than they are, conse- 
quently they thought it fitting to spend the ratepayers money 
in opposing the Bill. It was contended by their counsel that 
||the object of the company in requiring additional powers was 

to obtain better terms either in the sale of their works to the 
Corporation, or in the purchase of the works of the latter, and 
thus enjoy at a cheap rate the monopoly of the supply of gas. 
The committee of the Lords, to which the Bill was referred, 
though they considered the preamble of the Bill to have been 
proved, made such important alterations in it as, in fact, to 
leave the company no more power than they already possess 
with respect to opening the ground, while they would be placed 
under the restrictions of the Gas- Works Clauses Act. It was, 
therefore, thought advisable, under such circumstances, to 
withdraw the Bill. 

The Bill of the Flintshire Oil and Cannel Company, 
Limited, which proposed to light Chester and the neighbour- 
ing district with ‘ paraffin light” —the waste gas produced in 
distilling cannel in the manufacture of paraffin oil—has been 
stopped by a committee of the House of Lords, on the ground 
that it is not expedient to confer the powers of a gas company 
on a trading company constituted for other purposes under the 
Limited Liability Act. The promoters threaten to apply to 
Parliament again next year, in the forth of a consumers gas 
company, hoping by that means to overcome the objection. 
It is probable, however, that they will in the meantime alter 
their intention, and may find it more profitable to utilize the 
waste product on their own works, in manufacturing lamp- 
black, and as a motive power in lieu of steam, than to engage 
in a speculative enterprise that would require extensive works 
and arrangements altogether distinct from their present under- 
taking. For the former object the product is eminently suited, 
and Lenoir’s gas-engine offers great advantage for the applica- 
tion of the waste gas to the latter purpose. 

Of the two Bills for the supply of gas to Aldershot, a com- 
mittee of the House of Lords have given preference to the Bill 
of the Aldershot Gas and Water Company, who originally 
supplied gas to the parish, and have rejected the Bill of the 





Aldershot Gas Consumers Company, who have lately es-|) 
tablished works there. Several clauses have been added to|} 
the Bill, rendering the purchase of those works compulsory 
by the Aldershot Gas and Water Company, at a valua- 
tion, in the manner provided by the Lands Clauses 
Consolidation Act; payment to be made in 5 per 
cent. preference stock. The obligation to purchase the 
works is to cease within two months after the passing of 
the Act, unless the Consumers Company in the meantime 
tender an agreement to sell. The maximum price of gas is 
not to exceed 5s. per 1000 feet during two years after the 
passing of the Act, and 4s. 6d. afterwards. The maximum 
price named in the Consumers Bill was 7s. per 1000 feet in 
Aldershot, and 7s. 6d. beyond that parish. The Consumers 
Company are of course discontented with the decision of the 
committee, and their withdrawal from opposing the clauses of 
the Bill indicates an intention to oppose it in the Commons. 
The proceedings taken for the supply of gas to so small a 
place as Aldershot afford another instance of the folly of com- 
petition. The maximum price required by the Consumers 
Company was 2s. per 1000 feet more than that proposed by 
the original company, and if the latter purchase the works, 
the money paid to their competitors for nearly useless mate- 
rials, will be a drag on them for many years to come, and ||! 
will prevent them from making further reductions in the price |) 
of gas so soon as they might otherwise have been compelled 
to do by the operation of the Gas-Works Clauses Act. 

The Bill promoted by the London Gas Company was op- 
posed by the vestry of Chelsea, under the guidance of Mr. 
Hughes; and the bills of the Longton Gas Company and of|/ 
the Ryde Gas Company were opposed by the local authorities 
of those places without any material alterations having been 
made inthem. In the Longton Bill, indeed, a proviso to the 
clause limiting the price of gas—to the effect that when the 
price of coal shall exceed 10s. 6d. per ton an extra 6d. per 
1000 feet may be charged—was struck out by the committee, 
and the standard of illuminating power was raised from 12 to 
13 sperm candles. In the Ryde Bill the maximum price was 
reduced from 5s. 6d. to 5s. per 1000 feet, and the standard of 
illuminating power was raised from 12 to 14 candles. The 
pressure on out space compels us to defer the publication of 
the reports of the proceedings on these Bills, and the reports 
also on the East Barnet Gas and Water Bill, the Colney Hatch 
Gas Bill, and the Hornsey Gas Bill. : 

We have next to notice the decision of a committee of the 
House of Commons, which will unquestionably be a grave in- 
cident in gas legislation, and one that must have important 
consequences, should it be confirmed by the other branch of 
the Legislature, and established asa precedent. The Bill for 
giving parliamentary powers to a third company in Brighton 
has passed a committee of the House of Commons. The 
committee, however, consisted of only two members, instead 
of the usual number of four, one of them having been 
excused from further attendance, after one or two sittings, and 
Mr. Clive, the chairman, was unfortunately ran over by a cab,/|/ 
and so severely injured as to prevent him from again attending. 
The Brighton Gas Bills were, therefore, by leave of the House, 
left in the hands of two new members, of advanced political 
opinions, who sat for the first time on a group of gas Bills. In 
addition to the Aldrington, Hove, and Brighton Gas Company’s- 
Bill for establishing a new competing company, the committee 
had before them a Bill promoted by the Brighton and Hove 
General Gas Company. That Bill they also passed; but 
they reduced to one-half the power asked for to raise additional 
capital, so as to make the amount equal to that required by 
their opponents. In that respect, therefore, the committee 
showed great impartiality. Both Bills are threatened with 
opposition in the House of Lords, and the question of the 
expediency and justice of giving power to a third competing 
company to supply the town of Brighton with gas will then 
be considered before a more complete and more experienced 
tribunal. The case of the promoters of the competing com- 
pany was supported by a strong array of complaining’ 
consumers, who had attended Mr. Flintoff’s lecture, and 
gave exaggerated accounts of the bad quality of the 
gas of the existing companies, which it was alleged was. 
mixed with atmospheric air. It was contended that the gas 
had been of the worst possible kind, and the price extra- 
vagantly high until 1864, when a reduction in the charge was 
made; and it was asserted that, at the same time, a greater 
reduction took place in the illuminating power, and that the 
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diluted gas was forced by high pressure through the burners, 
so that the gas bills at the lower rate of charge amounted to 
more than before, and the light was diminished. These reck- 
less assertions had no doubt their influence on the inexperienced 
committee, combined with the offers of a supply of gas of high 
illuminating power at a considerably lower price. Want of 
space prevents us from giving an analysis of the evidence, but 
it is worth perusal entire ; and we especially direct attention to 
the scientific evidence in favour of competition, and to the in- 
consistency of Mr. Anderson in joining the outcry for cheap 
gas at Brighton, when he is charging a higher price for the 
gas, of a lower illuminating power, he manufactures at Dover. 

The Master of the Exchequer Court has given judgment in 
the action brought by Mr. Hedley against the clerk of the 
Leamington Local Board for £117 5s., the amount of his claim 
for professional services rendered in opposing the Bill of the 
Leamjngton Gas Company in the session of 1865. The Master 
finds that the £45 5s. paid into court is sufficient to cover 
his claim, and has ordered him to pay the costs. Mr. Hedley 
is now able to make a debtor and creditor account of the 
profits and losses of litigation, and there can be little doubt as 
to the side on which the balance will be found. 


Correspondence. 


THE LIGHTING OF METER AND GOVERNOR HOUSES. 


Srr,—All your correspondents on exposed lights in governor- 
rooms, &c., appear to have assumed that it is an invariable custom 
to have such lights in such places, but it is not so. The lights in 
the works erected by Mr. Hawksley at Nottingham and Sunder- 
land are not so ex , being enclosed in lanterns outside the 
buildings, with adjustable reflectors at the governors and gauges 
inside. I should not have written on the subject had it not been 
opened again by the publication of Messrs. Guest and Chrimes’s 
neat arrangement of safety-lamps. My own plan in these works, 
which was carried out some time since when reconstructed, is an 
air-tight glass case projecting through the sash into the building 
—air-tight as far as the building is concerned, but without a side 
£xternal to the building. Into the glass case an ordinary square 
lantern slides, about 2} inches less than the case all round, with 
its door flush with the sash, and a slip of gauze at the upper and 
lower part of it, for ventilation, &c. 

South Shields, March 10, 1866. W. J. WARNER. 











| THE KINGSTON-ON-THAMES METER STAMP No. 45. 


Sir,—In your JouRNAL of the 6th of March, and in the 
“ Circular to Gas Companies,” at page 129, you state—“ We are 
informed that the Kingston-on-Thames meter inspector continues 
to stamp gas-meters at Lambeth.” 

I write to you to correct this statement, as I have not tested or 
stamped one single meter at any other place than Kingston-on- 
Thames since the magistrate’s decision, nor has one single meter 
been seen, of my testing and stamping, in the Lothian Road since 
that date. 

But what may have led to the mistake is, that I use the pre- 
mises at Lothian Road to deposit the meters that I have collected 
in London during the day, in order to send to Kingston-on- 
Thames very early next morning, where I continue to stamp and 
test for the largest London meter manufacturers as heretofore, 
who appreciate the accuracy of my testing. 

I would observe that no person has seen any meters go in or 
out, as I myself accompany the van. Persons have been engaged 
to watch, but they have performed this duty at the bar of the 
“Lothian Arms,” thirty doors from my premises. 

: FREDERICK A. TAUNTON. 
28, Lothian Road, Camberwell, March 17, 1866. 


Register of New Patents. 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 

469.—Tuomas Crayton, of Manchester, for “ Improvements in apparatus 
employed in producing illuminating gas from inflammable and volatile 
liquids.” March 5, 1866. 

706.—Samvet Suaw Brown, of Runcorn, in the co. of Chester, lint 
manufacturer, for “‘ Improvements in gas-burners.”” March 8, 1866. 

719.—Epwarp Tuomas Hvcues, of the firm of Hughes and Son, patent 
agents, 123, Chancery Lane, London, for “‘ Jmprovements in pumps.” 
A communication. March 9, 1866. 

729.—Ricuarp Larxry, of Elm Cottage, Old Brompton Road, in the co. 
of Middlesex, for “‘ Improvements in means or apparatus for obtaining 
light by the combustion of mag ” March 9, 1866. 

733.—Warter Cures Myers and Epwarp Myers, both of Millbank 
Row, Westminster, in the co. of Middlesex, civil engineers, for  Jm- 
provements in the arrangement and construction of meters or apparatus 
Sor measuring water or other fluids.” March 10, 1866, 

736.—DanteL GaLiarent, of Stepney Causeway, in the co. of Middlesex, 

engineer, for “‘ Improvements in pumps.” March 10, 1866. 




















749.—Atrrep Vincent Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, mechanical draughtsman, for “dn improved construction of 
instrument which may be termed a gravitation level and inclino-meter.” 
A communication. March 12, 1866. 

756.—Joun Freperick Brinses, of Fieldgate Whitechapel, in 
the co. of Middlesex, engineer, for “Jmypr hinery or appa- 
ratus for distilling bituminous shale and other bituminous substances of a 
like nature.” March 138, 1866. 

769.—GrorcE M‘Kenzir, of Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, N.B., cement 
manufacturer, for “Impr ts in obtaining illuminating gas and oil.” 
March 15, 1866. 


GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. =a 

444.—Montacvue Ricuarp Lrverson, of 66, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
in the City of London, solicitor and patent agent, for “‘ Improvements 
in the manufacture of gas suitable to be used for illumination or for ob- 
taining heat or motive power." A communication. Feb. 13, 1866. 

447.—Samvuzt Martanp, of Clayton, near the city of Manchester, oil 
refiner, Witt1am Horatio Smirn, of the same place, manager, and 
Wit11aM WELLs, of the city of Manchester, gentleman, for ‘‘ Jmprove- 
ments in obtaining and applying artificial heat, for producing light, and 
Sor other purposes, and in the apparatus employed therein.” Feb, 13, 1866. 

497.—Wiu1aM Cay, of Liverpool, in the co. of Lancaster, iron manu- 
facturer, for “‘ Improvements in economizing the heat of gas-producers.” 
Feb. 16, 1866. 

506.—Joun WotstEennoume, of Radcliffe, in the co. of Lancaster, and 
Joun Tomiinson Penpiesury, of Elton, in the same co., for “ Jm- 
provements in apparatus for shaving and cutting metal bars and metal 
tubing.” Feb. 17, 1866. 

520.—Tuomas Kennepy, of Kilmarnock, in the co. of Ayr, N.B., water- 
meter maker, for “‘ Improvements in water-meters,” Feb, 20, 1866. 

536.—Luxs Brown, of Derby, in the co. of Derby, brassfounder, Wi1- 
~1AM WHEELDON, also of Derby,.engineer, and Grorocr Nicnoias 
WutuusM Tvam Txuompson, of Derby aforesaid, machine broker, for 
“* Improvements in stop-cocks.” Feb, 21, 1866. 

558.—Jacos GoopFreLLow, of Blackburn, in the co. of Lancaster, engi- 
neer, for “‘ Improvements in pump-buckets for lifting water, air, or other 
Suids.” Feb. 23, 1866. 

585.—James Tuomas, of 23, Everett Street, Battersea, in the co. of 
Surrey, for “ Improvements in gas-meter indexes.” Feb. 26, 1866. 

606.—Witt1am Epwarp Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, civil engineer, for ‘‘.An improved process of and apparatus 
Sor distilling petroleum and other tiguid substances.”” A communication, 
Feb. 27, 1866. 

616.—Wittiam Epwarp Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, civil engineer, for ‘Improvements in the process of and appa- 
ratus for the distillation of tar and other substances.” A communica- 
tion. Feb. 28, 1866. 

619.—Ricuarp Crank, of Canon Farm, Pinner, in the co. of Middlesex, 
gentleman, for ‘ Improvements tn signal, street, and other lamps, and in 
gas-burners.” Feb, 28, 1866, 


NOTICES TO PROCEED. 

2745.—Hyxpe Bateman, of Barnes, in the co. of Surrey, surveyor, and 
Epwarp Goocn GERRARD, of Vauxhall, in the same co., wine mer- 
chant, for “ Improvements in the construction of pumps for raising or 
Sorcing water or other liquids or fluids,” Oct. 24, 1865, 

2793.—Epwarp Metprvo, of Bathgate, in the co. of Linlithgow, gentle- 
man, for “‘ Improvements in the distillation of coal and shale, and in the 
apparatus employed therein.” Oct. 30, 1865. 

2848.—Wiut11aM Brett, of the Gas- Works, Hertford, in the co. of Hert- 
ford, for ‘*.dn improved truck or barrow for wheeling and tipping coke, 
coal, or other substances.” Nov. 4, 1865. 

2934.—Jutes Tniopore ANaToLE MALLET, engineer, of 29, Boulevart 
St. Martin, Paris, for “4 new or improved process for the manufacture 
of oxygen.” Nov. 14, 1865, 

8099.—Tuomas Bett, of Plaistow, in the co. of Essex, for “ Jinprove- 
ments in treating the oxide of iron residues of gas purifying, in order 
principally to extract sulphur therefrom.” Dec. 2, 1865. 

520.—THomas Kennepy, of Kilmarnock, in the co. of Ayr, N.B., water- 
meter maker, for ‘‘ Improvements in water-meters.” Feb. 20, 1866. 


PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£50 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR. 
524.—Brnsamin Lawrence, ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for regulating 
the flow of gas for purposes uf illumination.” Feb. 25, 1863. 
638.—GrorGE TomLinson Bovusriexp, “ Improvements in the manufacture 
of illuminating gas, and in apparatus employed therein,” A come 
munication. March 6, 1863. 


PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£100 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE SEVENTH YEAR. 


680.—Joun Leicu, ‘‘ Improvements in the purification of coal gas.” 
March 6, 1859, 


PBarltamentary Intelligence. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monpay, Marcu. 5. 
REDHEUGH BRIDGE AND APPROACHEs Bill.—The Select Committee re- 
ported, that they had not proceeded with the consideration of the bill, the 
opposition thereto having been withdrawn. The orders made on the 20th 
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and 22nd of February last were discharged, and the bill committed. 
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The Betrast Gas Bill, was read a third time, and passed, and sent to the 
Commons, 

The Atpersnot Gas AND WATER; Atpersnor GAs; East BARNET 
GAs AND WatTeR; SOUTHGATE AND CoLNrey Hatcu Gas; Hornsey Gas; 
Loneton Gas; and the Rype Gas Bills, were referred to a Select Commit- 
tee consisting of the Earl of Devon (chairman), the Marquis of Lansdowne, 
Lord Skelmersdale, Lord Chaworth, and Lord Congleton, who will meet on 
Friday, March 9, at eleven o’clock. 

The FrintsHire O1. AND CANNEL Company Bill was referred to a 
Select Committee, consisting of the Marquis of Bath (chairman), Earl Port- 
arlington, Earl Cawdor, Viscount Lifford, and Lord Overstone, who will 
meet on Friday, March 9, at eleven o'clock. 


TuespAy, Marcu. 6. 
REDHEUGH BripGE AND ApproacueEs Bill.—The Queen’s consent signi- 
fied, and Bill reported with amendments. 


Tuurspay, Marcu 8. 

Ustrep GenerAL Gas Company (Limerick) Bill.—Report from the 
Select Committee that the promoters do not intend to proceed further with 
the Bill during the present session. 

The Lonpvon Gas Bill and the Ventnor Gas AnD WATER Bill were 
reported, with amendments. 

A petition was deposited against the ImprrtAL GAs Company Bill, from 
the council of St. Mark's College, Chelsea. 


; Fripay, Marcon 9. 

The Standing Orders Committee reported that the Standing Orders not 
complied with in respect of the PererBoroucH Water Bill ought to be 
dispensed with. 

East BARNET Gas AND WATER Bill.—The Select Committee reported 
that they had not proceeded with the consideration of the Bill, no party 
having appeared in opposition thereto. The orders made on Feb. 20 and 
March 5 were discharged, and the Bill committed. 


Monpay, Marcu 12. 
ALLIANCE AND DuBLin Consumers Gas Bill.—Read the third time; 
amendments made; Bill passed, and sent tothe Commons. . 
The Lonpon Gas Bill was read the third time and passed, and sent to the 
Commons. ae 
Avpersuort Gas Bill.—Report from the Select Committee that it is not 
expedient to proceed further with the Bill. 


TuEspAyY, Marca 13. 

The Hornsey Gas; Loncron Gas; and the SouTHGATE AND COLNEY 
Haroun Gas Bills, were reported from the Select Committee, with amend- 
ments. 

FuintsHrre Or, AND CANNEL Company Bill.—The Select Committee 
reported that it is not expedient to proceed further with the Bill. 


Taurspay, Marcon 15. 


The Rype Gas Bill was reported from the Select Committee, with 
amendments. 


Fripay, Marcu 16. 
The Ventnor GAs AND Water and Hornsey Gas Bills were read the 
third time and passed, and sent to the Commons. 
The BAnsury Gas Bill and the Wicron Warer Bill were brought from 
the Commons, read a first time, and referred to the Examiners. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


, Monpay, Marcu 5. 

A petition was presented, and the Stove Gas Bill was ordered to be 
brought in. 

The following Bills were read a first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time:—The PerernorouGH WatTEeR; GREENOCK AND SHAws WATER; 
and the GreENock WATER. 

The Newark Gas Bill was reported. 

Petitions were deposited against the BrynmMAwr Gas Bill, from Frederick 
Levick and Robert Simpson; and from Evan Griffith Williams and others ;— 
and against the Lonpon (Crry) Corporation Gas Bill, from the East 
London Water-Works Company; and from gas-fitters, meter-makers, &c., 
in the City of London and the metropolis. 


TurEspAy, Marcu 6. 

The Wieton Water Bill was reported. 

The Cern ACREFAIR AND RuosyMEDRE WATER Bill, as amended, was 
considered, and ordered to be read the third time. 

The Lonpon (Crry) Corroration Gas Bill.—The order for second 
read; motion made and question proposed, “ That the Bill be now read a 
second time.” Viscount Cranborne proposed, as an amendment, to leave 
out the word “now,” and to add at the end of the question the words “ upon 
this day six months.” Question put, “ That the word ‘ now’ stand part of 
the question."—The House divided; ayes, 219; noes, 193:—Mr. Serjeant 

Gaselee, member for Portsmouth, came to the table, and stated that he had 
{| gone by mistake into the wrong lobby, and while intending to vote with the 
noes had voted with the ayes; but Mr. Speaker stated that as he had gone 
into the lobby with the ayes, and had been counted with them, his vote 
must stand so recorded: main question put, and agreed to:—Bill read a se- 
cond time, and committed, on the motion of Mr. Crawford, to a Select Com- 
mittee of twelve members, of whom five shall be nominated by the Com- 
mittee of Selection;—and the committee be instructed to inquire into the 
operation and results of “ The Metropolis Gas Act, 1860.” 

The Stoves Gas Bill was read a first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time. 

The Standing Orders applicable to the Lonpon Rattways Gas Bill were 
reported not to have been complied with; it was therefere referred to the 
Select Committee on Standing Orders. 

British Gas Company (STAFFORDSHIRE Porrerties).—A petition was 
deposited from Matthew Folliott Blakiston, for dispensing with Standing 
Order 129 in the case of the petition of the Hanley Gas Consumers Company. 

Petitions were deposited against the British GAs (STAFFORDSHIRE 
Porrertés) Bill, from the Hanley Gas Consumers Company ;—against the 
Brynmawr Gas Bill, from the London and North-Western Railway Com- 
pany ;—and against the Lonpon (Crry) Corroration Gas Bill, from 
owners, &c., of property, and inhabitants of West Ham; from operative 








workmen of gasfittings, &c., in Marylebone; from operative workmen o 
gasfittings, &c., in Finsbury; and from stock and share brokers and other 
members of the Stock Exchange. 


Wepnespay, Marcu 7. 

The Betrast Gas Bill was read a first time, and referred to the Examiners. 

The Bansury Gas; Bopmin Water; Stockton Gas; and the Wesr 
Mippiesex WarEeRr Bills, were reported. 

Petitions were deposited against the PererBorovucH Warer Bill, from 
the Midland Railway Company ;—and against the Lonpon (Ciry) Corro- 
psa Gas Bill, from operative workmen of gasfittings, &c., in the City of 

ndon. 


TuHurspay, Marcu 8. 
The SHEFFIELD Unttrep Gas; Dustin CorroraTion WATER; and the 
LercestER WATER Bills, were reported. 


Fripay, Marcu 9. 

The CamBripGE Untversiry anp Town Warer Bill and the Mary- 
pPoRT IMPROVEMENT Hargour anv Docx Bill were reported. 

Crern AcCREFAIR AND RuHosyMeDRE Water Bill.—Queen’s consent 
signified, read the third time, and passed. 

Petitions were deposited against the Lonpon (Crry) Corporation Gas 
Bill, from the Victoria Docks Gas Company; from the Metropolitan Board 
of Works; from the Imperial Gaslight and Coke Company, and other me- 
ar 9 mm gas companies ; from the Great Central Gas Consumers Company, 
and other metropolitan gee companies; from the Regent’s Canal Company; 
from the London and North-Western Railway Company; from the New 
River Company; from manufacturers of gas-meters and others; and from 
owners, lessees, and occupiers in West Ham. 


SaturpDay, Marcu 10. 

Water-Works.—A Bill to make better provision for the security of re- 
servoirs, and otherwise to amend the law relating to water-works; ordered 
to be brought in by Mr. Milner Gibson and Mr. Monsell. 

The Water-Works Bill was presented, and read a first time; to be read 
a second time upon Monday, March 19. 


Monpay, Marca 12. 

The SHEFFIELD WATER Bill was reported. 

Banbury Gas Bill, as amended, was considered; amendments made; and 
ordered to be read the third time. 

Wicron Water Bill, as amended, was considered, and ordered to be 
read the third time. . 

The Greenock AND SHAws WATER; GREENOCK WATER; and the 
Stove Gas Bills, were read a second time, and committed. 

GASLIGHT AND CokE Company, &c., Bills.—Ordered, on the motion of 
Mr. Crawford, that the Gaslight and Coke Company Bill, and the Gaslight 
and Coke and City of London Gaslight and Coke Companies Bill, be com- 
mitted to the Select Committee on the London (City) Corporation Gas Bill. 

A petition was deposited against the PerersoroucH Water Bill, from 
the Marquis of Exeter. 


Turespay, Marcu 13. 

The Truro Water Bill was reported. 

“The BopMin WaTER Bill, as amended, and the West MippLEsEX WATER 
Bill, as amended, were considered, and ordered to be read the third time. 

PETERBOROUGH WATER Bill.—Order for second reading read; motion 
made and question put, “ Tbat the Bill be now read a recond time.” Amend- 
ment proposed, to leave out the word “ now,” and at the end of the question 
to add “upon this day six months.” Question, “That the word ‘now’ 
stand part of the question,” put and negatived:—words added :—main ques- 
tion, as amended, put and agreed to:—second reading put off for six months. 

The Standing Orders Committee reported that in the case of the Brivis 
Gas (STAFFORDSHIRE Porrertss) Bill, petition of Matthew Folliott Bla- 
kiston, for dispensing with Standing Order 129 in the case of the petition 
of the Hanley Gas Consumers Company against the Bill, the said Standing 
Order ought to be dispensed with. 

That in the case of the ALDERSHOT Gas Bill, the Standing Orders ought 
not to be dispensed with. 

That in the case of the Lonpon Raitways Gas Bill, the Standing Orders 
ought not to be dispensed with. 

The ABERAVON Loca Boarp; Briton Ferry Gas; CANTERBURY GAS 
AND WaTER; CRoyDON ComMERCIAL Gas; HEYwoop WatER; HoLyHEAD 
Water; and the PaisLey Water Bills, were reported. 

Petitions were deposited against the PererBorouca Water Bill, from 
inhabitants of Marholm; from inhabitants of Southorpe; from inhabitants 
of Willering; from Sarah Morris; and from Mary Turner and James Turner. 


Wepnespay, Marca 14. 


The ALLIANCE AND Dusiin Consumers Gas Bill and the Lonpon Gas 
Bill, were read the first time, and referred to the Examiners. 


Tuurspay, Marcu 15. 

The SourH STAFFORDSHIRE WaTER Bill was reported. 

The Banznury Gas Bill and the Wigton WATER Bill were read the third 
time, and passed. 

The BirmincHaM WATER; NEWARK GaAs; and the SHEFFIELD UNITED 
Gas Bills, as amended, were considered, and ordered to be read the third time 

The Dustin CorroraTion WarTER Bill, as amended, was considered; 
clause added; amendments made; and ordered to be read the third time. 

The ALprIncTOoN, Hove, AND Bricuton Gas Bill was reported. 


Fripay, Marcu 16. 


The Bopmin Water and the West Mippiesex Warer Bills were read 
the third time, and passed. 

The Leicester WarEr Bill, as amended, was considered; clause added; 
amendments made; and ordered to be read the third time. 

The Bricgnton anp Hove GENERAL Gas Bill was reported. 

Petitions were deposited against the BeLFast Gas Bills, from Charles 
Duffin (on behalf of Edmund Grimshaw Garrett, an infant);—against the 
GREENOCK AND SHAws WATER Bill, from Robert Robertson and others; 
from Archibald F. Richmond and others; from Messrs. Neill, Dempster, 
and Neill, and others; from Messrs. Blair, Reid, and Steele, aud others; 
from Catherine Donald’s trustees; from Sir Michael Robert Shaw Stewart, 
bart., and Thomas Macknight Crawfurd; and from James Stewart;—and 
against the Greenock WarTEr Bill, from Robert Robertson and others; 
from Robert Freeland and Alexander Cuninghame; from William Boag 
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Paul and others; from Sir Michael Robert Shaw Stewart, bart., and Thomas 
Macknight Crawfurd; aud from James Stewart. 


Saturpay, Marcu 17. ; 
A petition was eae gy against the SLouen Gas Bill, from the Slough 
Local Government Board. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Turspay, Marcu 6. 
LONDON (CITY) CORPORATION GAS BILL. + 

Mr. CrawrorD : Sir, in rising to move the second reading of this bill, I 
am about to take what Lam afraid some honourable members of the House 
will consider to be a great liberty. I am going to ask them to proceed to 
the consideration of this-bill with their minds free and unbiassed from the 
influences which have been endeavoured to be brought to bear upon them by 
the various letters and circulars, the button-holings, and the various other 
methods by which parties interested in bills endeavour to influence the 
minds of members. I will ask honourable members to do that which I am 
in hopes they will do, namely, that they will lay aside private interests, 
rejudices, and affections, and proceed to the consideration of this bill asa 
aie which intimately affects the interests, the comforts, and the wellbeing 
of three millions of people. Now, sir, my own position in reference to this 
matter is not a very enviable one, because I have on the one hand the cor- 
poration of the City.of London requesting me to bring in this bill and to 
move the second reading; and, on the other hand, I have amongst my con- 
stituents a vast number of gentlemen interested in gas companies, whose 
interests they are bound to uphold. But I am not one of those persons who 
neglect a duty, and I have indeed considered it a ay of my duty to wade 
through the whole of the letters and publications that have been sent to me 
upon this subject. Ihave read every one of them. I have read the whole 
of the gas companies accounts. I have also made myself master of the Gas 
Clauses Act of 1847, and having done so I have come to the conclusion 
that the question of the gas supply of the City of London, and not of the 
City alone, but of the whole metropolis, is one eminently deserving investi- 
gation at the bands of the House. (Hear, hear.) Now the number of 
gas bills before the House in the present , and lly for the City 
of London, comprehends the various points at issue between the consumers 
and the suppliers of gas, and presents a favourable opportunity for bringing 
this question under the notice of the House ; and it is because I wish that 
the question may be fairly settled, and that the interests, not only of the 
consumers of gas in the City of London but those of the whole metropolis, 
should be considered, that I have placed upon the paper a notice of a motion 
that I shall make in the event of this bill obtaining a second reading. I 














have no desire to occupy the time of the House by going into a long history 
of gas legislation. It may be sufficient fur me to say that so far as the City 
of caste is coneerned, it wassupplied until a recent period by two companies 
enly—the Chartered Company and the City of London Gaslight and Coke 
Company ; and in the year 1823 the City was, to use that singular word, 
“ districted,” upon the representation of Sir William Congreve. At that 
time the price of gas was lds. per 1000 feet, and the price of public lamps was 
6 guineas per annum. In the course of years, some reduction in the 
price of gas was effected. By 1844, it had been reduced to 7s. per 1000 feet, 
and to 4 guineas per annum for public lamps. A further reduction was at- 
tempted shortly after; but about 1847, public attention was much excited 
upon the subject. The corporation of London, taking part as they always 
had—and properly so—in aiding the inhabitants of the City, endeavoured 
to procure the establishment of a separate company, to enter into competition 
for the supply of gas in the City with the two companies which I have 
named. ‘hey of course met with vast opposition, and for two years the 
company which now goes by the name of the Great Central Gas Consumers 
Company failed in obtaining its bill; but in the year 1851 the Great 
Central Company entered into an arrangement with the City, by which they 
bound themselves under covenant that in the event of the Act not being 
obtained, they would enter into an arrangement by which the et of gas 
should never be more than 4s. per 1000 feet, and that it should afterwards 
be reduced to 3s. 6d., and subsequently to 3s., in the event of their sale of 
gas being sufficiently large to.enable them to pay to the shareholders 10 per 
cent. Parliament gave its sanction to the bill, and the consequence was 
immediately manifest. The price of gas was reduced to 4s. per 1000 feet, 
and the price of the public lamps, which was originally at 5 guineas, was 
reduced to £2 19s. 6d. per annum. But at alater period, about 1857, the 
public discontent in the metropolis about the supply of gas and the price of 
gas became very great; and the gas companies at that time entered into an 
arrangement among themselves about districting the metropolitan area, 
which in point of fact, would enable them to supply gas on their own terms. 
In the year 1858 and 1859, committees of this House investigated the ques- 
tion; and as the. result, the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860 was passed, by 
which, and by the Gas Clauses Act of 1847, the whole of the gas. supplied, 
manufactured, and sold, is now regulated. The City was advised by its aw 
officers that the measures contemplated by the promoters of that bill would 
not affect them. They therefore took no part whatever in the agitation ; 
but after the bill had become law, they found, on an appeal to a court of law, 
that they were subject to the law, and that the effect of the law was to annul 
the understanding which had been entered into between the City and the 
Great Central Gas Consumers Company. ‘The consequence of this was that 
the Great Central Gas Consumers Company, which had been brought out 
under the fostering wing of the corporation of London, confederated with 
the other gas companies, and the price of gas was rman | raised to 
4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, and the price of the public lamps was raised, until two 
months ago, to £5 9s. 6d. per lamp, against the £2 19s. 6d. per lamp, from 
the year 1853. The effect of this upon the interests of the inhabitants of 
the City may be well conceived. Competition was dead; the gas companies 
supplied such gas as they chose, and at such prices as they pleased. That 
state of things continued until a recent period—the gas companies always 
complaining, and the corporation always trying to do something in their 
half. In consequence of the attention directed to the subject, the corpo- 
ration of London gave notice last year that they would introduce a bill for 
the purpose of manufacturing gas on behalf of the citizens for their own 
use, That, in fact, is the bill now before the House. ‘The ap- 
plication to Parliament for that bill was a matter of necessity to 
\the corporation, representing, as I have before stated, the ratepayers 
and the gas consumers of the City. he City found itself in this 
pee :—They invited the chairmen of the various gas companies to con- 
er with them. They came, they had a long conference, but the end of it 
was this—the City, on the one hand, objected to the quality of the gas, and 
the quantity.of the gas, and the price charged for it. ‘The representatives 
of the gas companies, on the other hand, assigned reasons why it was im- 
possible for them at that time to comply with the demand made upon | 





them; but promised that after un indefinite period that the price of gas ' 





should be reduced. The result of the conference was so unsatisfactory to 
the corporation of London, that they gave notice of the bill now before the 
House. Now, with regard to the merits of the bill itself, it is objected to 
on various grounds. In the first place, it is said to be an irregular and an 
improper thing that the corporation should undertake the sale of an article 
like gas. My answer to that is, that the principle has been admitted by 
Parliament, and that in many towns Mave sno the country gas and water 
are supplied by the corporations of those towns, to the great benefit of the 
oi <2 nae and inhabitants, and I believe that in those instances where it | 
has been carried out on a large scale, and notably at Manchester, great ad- | 
vantage has been derived from that practice. But I am told that the Act | 
of 1860 was a.settlement of the question. Well, I have yet to learn that : 
any Act of Parliament is a settlement of a question. It is as competent for | 
the House to reconsider what it has done at any time as it is to pass an Act 
de novo. But the point which I wish to come to is this—the gas companies 
are bound by that Statute to make an annual report to Parliament of the | 
atate of their affairs. They doso. The gas accounts of all gas companies, | 
their capital, their receipts, their expenditure, and their division of profits, | 
are all presented to Parliament, and are to be found in the library of the 
House. Well, the view that 1 take of the filing of these accounts in the 
records of the House is this, that those accounts are intended to be ex- 
amined by the House, and upon the accounts so rendered the gas companies | 
are to be held answerable to us. Now it is for that reason that I have ven | 
tured to suggest that, in the event of this bill being read a second time, the | 
inquiry should be extended to the whole metropolis, in order to enable Par- 
liament to see that the gas companies have complied with the requirements 
of the Act of 1860, which compels them to supply gas of a proper quality | 
and quantity, and so that their profits shall not exceed 10 per cent. New 4 
have examined into the accounts of only two of these companies. I will 
take the case of the Great Gentral Gas Consumers Company, because it is 
the company with which the City have to deal, and I find that in the year 
1864 this company was not only dividing 10 per cent. upon its eapital, but 
that it also laid by a considerable amount. Pina that in the year 1864 the 
gross profits of this company were £47,428; that they divided 10 per cent. 
on their capital of £185,400; that they paid themselves a further sum of 
£11,781, as arrears for dividends due upon former years—(hear, hear)—and 
that they carried to a separate account, to the next year’s account, a further 
sum of £17,017; that isto say, that whereas £18,50C was applied to the 
purpose of paying their dividend of 10 per cent., they carried two sums, 
one of £11,781 and the other of £17,017, over and above that amount to other 
accounts. (Hear, hear.) The other case to which I will call the attention 
of the House is that of the Imperial Gaslight Company. That company is 
ossessed of a capital, according to their last returns, of £1,235,000; they 
ave also another item of capital which I think requires some investigation. 
They have £130,000 of what they state to be proprietors 10 per cent. 
bonds, but as these bonds figure in the accounts and take the place of 
profits of former years, I take it that they represent surplus profits of 
former years, for which bonds have been granted to the shareholders. This 
increases the amount of capital on which 10 per cent. is fairly payable. In 
the vear 1864 this company had a gross income, in round numbers, of | 
£560,000. Out of this large sum they of course paid all their charges. 
They paid all the interest on their borrowed money. They paid to the pro- 
prietors 10 per cent. upon their stock; but upon another portion of their 
capital—tbeir bonds—they paid £26,000: that is to say, upon that last por- 
tion of their capital they paid 20 per cent. Besides that, they credited 
£42,576 to their contingent and reserved fund. Now the proposition that I 
venture to lay down is, that in this particular case the Imperial Gaslight 
Company has made profits largely in excess of 10 per cent., and that the 
public are not benefited, as it was the intention of the Legislature the publi¢ 
should be benefited, by the diminution in the price of gas. Now I do not 
mean to say that the directors and other officers of these establishments are 
in any way chargeable with fraud, or with any colouring of their accounts ; 
I believe that they simply take a different view of the operation of the Act 
of Parliament to what other persons do. It is for that reason, having these 
accounts now before us, that 1 am anxious that the gas proprietors them- 
selves should be afforded an opportunity to have the affairs of their com- 
panies brought up for examination before a committee of this House. I 
cannot conceive that the gas proprietors can decline this. If they are right | 
— if their accounts have been properly framed and submitted in the proper 
form to Parliament—if they have not divided more than they ought to have 
done—then the case of the City Corporation and of the other companies now 
before Parliament falls to the ground. But if, on the other hand, they can 
be shown to have divided more profits than they ought to have done, then 
I say that the corporation of the City of London is justified in coming before 
Parliament with a bill to supply the City with gas. There is one point more 
upon which I should like to say a word. One of the companies now before 
Parliament is that company, and they ask powers from Parliament to 
erect new works at Hackney Wick at a cost of £300,000, which they allege 
to be undivided profits. Now surely, if the statement which is made in this 
paper is correct—if this company is coming to Parliament to ask for 
powers to invest £300,000 of. undivided profits—it stands to reason that 
the company must have been charging more during the last few years than 
they were justified in doing according to the provisions of the Act of 1860, 
In the case of these two eee which are connected with the City, appli- 
cation has been made to Parliament already for permission to lay out a 
further sum of one million sterling. Well, the corporation of London does 
not seek to supersede the g2s companies, but what the corporation of London 
does ask for isthis. They say, ‘* We find that we cannot bring these com- 
panies to reason, and the only wav in which we can protect the interests 
of our constituents is by asking Parliament for leave to compete with 
them.” And it cannot be said, if the City is permitted to take up the 
ground which these companies are now seeking to take up, that the 
City is in any way superseding the gas companies. Now, I hope I have 
said enough to convince the House that the question of gas is a large ques- 
tion affecting the interests of the inhabitants of the whole of the metropolis, 














but, as far as the Act of 1860 is concerned, there is primd facie evidence 


a second time, I shall move that the bill be referred to a select committee. 
And I would observe that a select committee of the character I propose 
has this advantage, that whereas it is not usual in an inquiry before an 
ordinary committee to hear parties by counsel, in this partionle 

parties interested either for or against in these bills would be allowed to 
appear and be represented by counsel before that committee, so that there 
would be a thorough and, I should hope, an impartial investigation into the 
subject. For this reason I hope that the House will allow this bill to be 
read a second time. (Hear, hear.) 


upon this subject but for this special reason, that I was on the committee of 


that the gas companies have not acted in the spirit in which that Act was 
framed, and that the time has come when an inquiry should take place into 
the operation of that Act; and for that reason, after the bill has been read 


r case the 


Lord CranrornxeE: I should not have ventured to intrude on the House 
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which Mr. Sotheron Estcourt was chairman in 1860, and in his absence 
from the House I feel bound to say a word or two, which I do with great 
reluctance, because our leanings are decidedly in this direction, that if it be 
ible there should be some mode of dealing with these gas companies. I 
o not think that they treat the public fairly. But if there is one thing 
more important even than to provide against the effects of monopoly, it is 
the maintenance of the public faith by the House of Commons. What 
seems to be a matter of extreme importance is that in anything we do in 
connexion with commercial undertakings—when we hold out at gm by 
which persons ‘are induced to become connected with commercial under- 
takings—we should observe the most scrupulous good faith. Now this 
committee of Mr. Sotheron Estcourt sat during the greater part of the 
session of 1860. After a great deal of discussion and a great deal of con- 
| flict, a settlement was arrived at, and that settlement was this:—That 
various parts of London should be, as the phrase is, districted, that is to 
say, that they should be marked out as, so to speak. the gas property of 
these respective companies. (Hear, hear, and ‘Oh, oh.”’) I beg Coscesitte 
members who cheer to hear the view that was entertained by the committee. 
Certain rigid conditions were imposed upon these companies as to the 
amount of illumination that was required of them; and it was provided also, 
in accordance with the General Act for all gas companies, that, after they 
had divided 10 per cent, and paid up back dividends for a certain limited 
number of years—I think it was six—and had also provided for the 
thorough efficiency of their works; that all surplus profit was to be devoted 
to the benefit of the consumer. Well, now as i understand from the 
honourable gentleman opposite, his case is that these conditions have not 
been complied with; and if the matter had rested there, and he was able 
to substantiate a primd facie case of that kind, I should not have a 
word to say against the second reading of the bill. But my objection is, 
that he has gone to the wrong tribunal. The committee of 1860 was 
careful to provide a remedy more easy than an appeal to Parliament in 
order that the gas consumers might have justice done to them, and 
they inserted a clause in the bill of a very peculiar character, and 
I trust that I may invite the attention of the House to it. It is 
as follows:—‘‘The limits of each of the said companies shall be the 
respective districts —— with gas by such companies as the same are 
defined upon four duplicate maps, signed by the Rt. Hon. Thomas Henry 
Sutton Sotheron Estcourt, and which maps have been severally deposited 
with the respective clerks of the peace for the counties of Middlesex, London, 
Surrey, and Kent.”” Then it proceeds—‘ Provided that, at the expiration 
of three years next after the passing of this Act, and of every three years 
thereafter, Her Majesty's Principal Sooretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment for the time being may either, upon the application and with the con- 
sent of any two or more of the said gas companies whose districts adjoin one 
another, make any alteration in the boundaries of such districts, or upon the 
application of any local authority, or upon the requisition of not less than 
twenty gas consumers within any district or districts proposed to be affected, 
and, upon proof to his satisfaction being given that any of the said gas com- 
anies are not in a condition adequately to supply with gas their respective 
istricts, or have substantially failed to fulfil the obligations imposed by this 
Act, may make such alterations in the boundaries of such districts or admit 
any new company respectively, as he thinks proper.” Now, I want to ask 
if the corporation of London have adopted that remedy provided for them 
by Parliament, and I would submit that, if, instead of going to the Secretary 
of State, as they are bound to do, they have come with a private bill before 
this House, this House is bound in respect of the provisions which this Act 
contains—is bound to have recourse to the remedy provided by law, and, 
when that remedy has failed, and not till then, the parties may come to the 
House of Commons. I move that the bill be read a second time this day 
six months. 

Mr. Apatr: I have risen to second the motion of the noble lord, whose 
very lucid explanation of the circumstances which led to the Gas Act of 1860 
renders it unnecessary for me to make any observation upon that particular 
part of the subject. But I am anxious to draw the attention of the House 
to the circumstances under which this proposition comes before it, whose 
bill it is, and how it is proposed to be carried out. It appears to me that 
certain ratepayers of the City of London, being dissatisfied with the quality 
of the gas supplied to them, and not having thought it necessary to apply to 
the proper tribunal for redress—that is to say, to the right honourable 
gentleman the Secretary of State who sits below me—go to the Common 
Council of the City of London, and the Common Council, in a fit of spasmodic 
activity, say, ‘‘ We must bring in a bill to remedy your grievances.’ Now, 
who are the Common Council of the corporation of London ? Why they are 
the corporation itself. And what is the corporation of London? A very 
venerable and powerful institution, no doubt—so powerful, that it has been 
able three times to defy the threatened attacks of the right honourable gentle- 
man below me, and, to its own admiration, it remains to this day the only 
unreformed and irresponsible corporation in the kingdom. Well, the House 
will hardly be surprised when I draw their attention to some of the clauses 
of the bill, which emanates from the corporation of the City of London. 
In the first place, the re se have a dislike to any interference from any 
person or body without the walls of the City; and, having that dislike, they 

ropose that the City shall be exempted from the operation of the Act of 
T86o, because that would relieve the corporation from the superintendence 
and guiding influence of the right honourable gentleman who presides at 
the Home Office. Well, what does the corporation next propose to do? 
They propose that they shall have the power of raising money upon all their 
funds, upon all their resources, upon all their estates, and upon all their 
dues whatsoever. Now, I need not call to the recollection of the House the 
miscellaneous and very extensive sources of income which the City of Lon- 
don possesses. I need not call to their recollection that many of them do 
not arise within the City of London, but that the richest of them are contri- 
buted by an area of at lost 20 miles around the centre of the metropolis. 
Well, with this proposition, they come also with what they consider to be a 
very attractive proposition. ‘They say, ‘‘We want no money; we will 
manage your paced for nothing; we will not only give you the gas for a 
mere nominal value, but we will provide a sinking-fund; we will also 
beautify and improve your streets, and the metropolis at large.” Now, I 
think I may venture to say that if my honourable friend the member for the 
City and his colleagues go to a tribunal upstairs, that tribunal will not be 
inclined to take the same view as he has been advised todo, But there is 
another very peculiar point in this bill, which is, that a corporation propose 
to deal with the property of two or three existing companies, making no 
provision whatever, from the beginning to the end of their bill, for in any 
way ae or purchasing existing interests. Now, I venture to say 
that, with the exception of one or two boroughs in this kingdom, there is no 


lighting ; or they have compensated existing interests; or they have abso- 
lutely purchased existing interests. I think these are questions which are 











municipal corporation lighting a town that have not done so in one of three | 
ways:—They have either originated the lighting when the town had no | 


well worthy the consideration of the House, and for this reason I hope that 
the House will consider it right and proper that this bill should not proceed 
to the stage of a second reading. I object to it on the responsibility of the 
corporation, whose bill it is; F object to it, likewise, that the taxation is 
general, and that the benefit is local and limited ; I object to it, moreover, 
that under the operation of the Act any one of the three opposing companies 
may be summoned at the instance of the Commissioners of Sewers—they 
themselves being a portion of the Common Council; the company being 
summoned before another member of the corporation—the alderman who 
happens to be the magistrate of the day; and that, therefore, this corpora- 
tion must bee | sit as judge on those who are their rivals in trade. I 
think I need hardly comment on an arrangement of that sort, or make any 
further observation upon it. Now, I appeal to the House whether there 
ever Was a more conspicuous example of civic torpor and administrative in- 
capacity. (Cheers and counter cheers.) I therefore hope that this bill will 
not be allowed to proceed further ; and I hope that the House will not suffer 
the eo gas companies to be harassed by projects of the same 
nature and with the same object. I think the House would do well to oppose 
any tendency of that sort; it is calculated to foster the idea and encoura; 
the expectation that this legislation may emanate from this House, if it 
only pressed forward by well-sustained importunity. For these reasons I 
second the amendment of the noble lord, that the bill be read a second time 
this day six months. 

Alderman Lawrence: After the last speech, I feel it incumbent upon 
me to say a few words with regard to the matter before the House. (Loud 
cries of ‘* Divide, divide.””) The honourable gentleman who has spoken 
in favour of this measure being read this day six months has alluded to cir- 
cumstances which have nothing whatever to do with this bill. This bill 
has been introduced by the corporation of the City of London, because it has 
been — upon their notice by the whole of the inhabitants of the City, 
and the a feels that when they do anything for the benefit of the 
City, they do it also for the benefit of the whole of the inhabitants of this 
great metropolis. Upon the last occasion when the gas companies united to 
prevent another company being introduced into the City of London, the 
same attacks were made, the same arguments were used, as on the present 
occasion, in order to prevent the new company being introduced into the 
City. What was the effect of the introduction of that new company into 
the City of London? It was to reduce the price of gas throughout the 
whole of the metropolis, and throughout every city and borough in the 
kingdom. That was the effect of the introduction of a new gas company into 
the City of London. Now, on the present occasion, the gas companies seem 
to be afraid of a committee of inquiry upstairs. The corporation wish the 
whole of the bills which are now introduced may be sent up to that com- 
mittee, and that there may be a full and fair inquiry into the subject, and 
they have no fear as to the result. Now, it is quite clear that the whole 
of this metropolis is unanimous that the manufacture of gas ought to be 
removed to places out of the City of London. It has been shown that 
SS may explode, and therefore it is oe | that the gasometers at 

hitefriars should be removed to some place beyond the City, to a distance 
which would not endanger St. Paul’s on the one side or the Temple on the 
other. The gas companies, in order that they may prevent an inquiry, are 
anxious that the bill should be thrown out on the second reading. We 
know that the gas which is supplied to the House of Commons is — pure ; 
is of pure quality and sufficient in + gee and suits admirably the pur- 
pose for which it is required. But the public does not know that that gas 
1s manufactured specially for this purpose, and that it has a 22-candle power; 
and in the same way the House is not aware of the quality that is supplied 
to the general consumer. The public say that the article supplied to them 
is deficient in quantity and is bad in quality, that they have to pay a high 
price for it, and that it damages the sight of those who use it. Now, I think 
that a fair case has been made out why this bill should have a second read- 
ing, and why it should be sent to a committee upstairs; and I can tell my 
honourable friend, who says he hopes that bills of this kind may not be 
_———- forward annually, that if he succeeds in throwing this bill out the 
inhabitants of the district will band themselves together in order to adopt 
some means by which they may protect themselves. 

Sir G. Grey: In consequence of the statement of the noble lord (Lord 
Cranborne), who was a member of the committee of which Mr. Sotheron 
Estcourt was chairman, by which the present arrangement with respect to 
the gas companies was settled, I will say a few words upon this subject. 
The noble lord stated very oe the effect of this clause, the substance of 
which he read to the House, which, in fact, after providing for the metro- 
polis being divided into certain districts, provides that, on the application 
of certain persons, those districts may be rearranged by the Secretary of 
State. But I rather think the noble lord misled the House, I am sure un- 
intentionally, when he spoke of the power of interference of the Secretary of 
State under that clause. I will read two lines of the clause, which I think 
will put the House in possession of the real state of the question. At the 
end of the clause it is stated, ‘‘ And no other company or person than the 
company to whom such limits are for the time being assigned, or shall here- 
after be assigned, shall supply gas for sale within the said limits, unless 





authorized by Parliament so to do.”’ (Hear, hear.) This clause, therefore, 
contemplates an application to Parliament for a new company, with power | 
to override those powers under that Act. Now the question is, whether a 
ease for such a bill has been made out. And I think that ona fair construc- | 
tion of that clause no breach of faith can be imputed to Parliament by, 
giving a second reading to this bill. There is inasubsequent clause another | 
power given to the Secretary of State in case of complaint made of the 
quality or quantity of gas. He may then appoint a competent person or’ 
persons to inquire into these complaints. In one case, and in one case only, | 
a complaint under that clause has been made to the Secretary of State, and 
he directed an inquiry to be made as to the gas supplied in the district to | 
which the complaint referred, and the company were required in the terms 
of the Act to remedy the defect. No other complaints have been made, and 
I presume that in that district the defect was remedied. Now, I think that 
the honourable member for the City of London has made out a case for, 
inquiry. Then the question arises, should a committee of this House be 
appointed specially to conduct that inquiry, or would it be better to read 
this bill a second time and refer it to a committee to which the bills have! 
been submitted that have been promoted by these gas companies themselves? 
I am inclined to think that the best way would be to read this bill a second 
time and refer it to the committee suggested by my honourable friend, 
and to instruct that committee to inquire into the operation of the 
Act of 1860. If the result of that inquiry be to show that those gas 


companies have not fulfilled the conditions which they were bound to fulfil || 
they will report accordingly. If the gas companies show that the con-/| 


ditions imposed by the Act of 1860 have been fulfilled, then I think there 
is no case for the bill; but if, on the other hand, it be shown that they have 
not fulfilled those conditions, then I think the bill ought to be allowed to 


proceed. (Hear, hear.) 
— 
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Mr. Rozsuck: One word as to the truth of the statement that the House 
itself is a very unfit tribunal for trying questions of this kind. Can anybody 
doubt for an instant, from the appearance of the House, that the House has 
been packed for the occasion? That is, people have been taken by the 
button-hole, letters have been written, constituencies have been applied to. 
Now I want to know by whom? Why, by the gas companies. Now I ask 
the House for its own honour to consider what it is doing, and to ask itself 
whether it is now acting in that judicial capacity in which a private bill 
should be dealt with. Now what does the honourable member for London 
himself say? Why that he is in a peculiar position—that on the one side 
there is the corporation of the City of London, and on the other the gas 
companies—that he is pulled by one tail of his coat by one, and on the other 
tail of his coat by the other. (Laughter.) Is it not clear that the proper 
course is to send this bill to the tribunal which the wisdom of Parliament 
has long ago said is the poser judge of private legislation, and that we 
should not take upon ourselves in this unseemly manner to decide this 
question ? 

Mr. E. Craururp: I am not connected with any metropolitan gas company, 
and therefore my vote will not be interested ; but the reason why I object to 
this bill being read a second time is that it involves a question of principle. 
If the gas companies have misconducted themselves, let there be an inquiry. 
The gas companies themselves, I am sure, will be the first to court an in- 
quiry. There are plenty of bills before the House promoted by gas compa- 
nies, which will give the opportunity of an inquiry, or it might be a public 
committee. The other day the reason given why this House should not 
object to a second reading of a biil, on which a grievance was alleged against 
a railway company, was that there was no bill before the House which 
would give the opportunity of inquiry; but in the present case there are 
plenty of bills promoted by the various gas companies on which inquir 
might take place. But the ground, and the principal ground, on which 
ask the House to reject this bill is the principle on which this House ought 
to legislate—namely, to refuse corporations the power of competing with 
gas companies. There not been a single case in which this House has 
acceded to this proposition. Last year a committee sat upon a private bill, 
and one of the committee on that bill was no less a — than the right 
honourable gentleman the present Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, 
whose views on that occasion I might quote in opposition to the arguments 
of his colleague in the representation of the City of London. There are 
many instances which might be quoted to show that no corporation bas been 
allowed to compete with existing companies. That is the principle of the 


}| bill. Willthe House sanction solemnly the second reading of this bill, 


which involves a principle which has been uniformly and unanimously re- 
jected by the House? On that ground, and on that ground alone, that being 
the principle of the bill, I entreat the House not to agree to the second 


|| reading. 


Mr. Ayrton (who rose amid loud cries of “ Divide, divide”) said: Sir, 
no man is more willing than I am to defer to the wish of the House to 
divide, but there are oceasions when it is necessary to say one word before a 
division takes place. The question really is this, will the House divide on 
a mere question of form, or will it divide on the substance of the question 
before it. No doubt if we divide on the form we shall be almost unanimous 
in rejecting the second reading of this bill, because I ean hardly conceive 
that the House of Commons would grant power to the City of London to 
constitute itself into a gas company; but independent of the question of 
form, there is besides the great question of substance. That is, whether 
the House will avail itself of the present proceeding to extend the inquiry 
into the operation of the Metropolis Gas Companies Act, and I beg the 
House not to reject this substantial question too Daatily, because I happened 
to be one of those called on to represent the inhabitants of the metropolis 
|in their endeavours to have that Act passed, and I was a member of the 
committee upstairs, which sat to take evidence leading to the introduction 
of that bill; and I recollect when we were endeavouring to take that evi- 
dence the inquiry was defeated by the interest of the gas companies, by 
their having a resolution passed that it was desirable that the investigation 
should take place with the assistance of counsel, at the instance of some 
parties interested in the inquiry; and we, not having funds at our disposal 
to combat those gas companies, were obliged at once to abandon the inquiry, 
and I myself made a motion that the committee report its proceedings to 
the House. And it was in consequence of that course taken by the gas 
companies on that occasion, that there was not that full inquiry which 
should have taken place before legislation; and it was in consequence 
of the yee | we were placed in in endeavouring to obtain for the inha- 
bitants the rights which we demanded that that Act was imperfect. But 
the Act having been passed, no doubt we are bound to observe public faith ; 
but we are only bound to observe it according to the strict letter of the Act, 
considering the circumstances under which it passed. Now, the corporation 
of London, which took no part in the inquigy—in fact, I never knew them 
do anything for the benefit of the inhabitants—(laughter)—and therefore I 
am not surprised at it—but the question is whether making allowance for 
the inexperience of the corporation of London in doing anything for the 
— good, we ought not now to look to the substance of the question 
before us, and not be carried off by a mere idle form—because it is a mere 
idle form if we are to reject the second reading of this bill, if it is to be 
passed under the conditions proposed by the honourable member for the City 
of London. I have had some experience in what are called hybrid commit- 
tees. I apprehend that when you read a bill a second time you do not 
pledge yourselves to the principle of the bill. What you pledge yourself to 
is the instructions in the first instance; and I apprehend the committee 
must form its proceedings upon the instructions it receives before it can 
proceed to the bill itself. herefore the substantial question is, will you 
allow the whole question to be submitted to a committee upstairs? Now, 
sir, I ask the House to agree to that upon this ground—that no such com- 
mittee, in the face of these wealthy gas companies, can possibly pursue the 
inquiry unless there be some one before it possessed of great resources and 
means for the pe of conducting that inquiry; and if the corporation of 
London, who for the first time propose to devote some of their resources to 


— 


such an aor, say they are willing to devote some of their resources to 
that object, I think we ought to allow it todo so. Itis the first time that 
they have passed from ‘‘gastronomy to gas.’’ (Loud laughter.) And I 
hope that the House will—pledging itself to nothing—agree to the instruc- 
tions which my honourable friend has announced his intention to propose in 
the interest of the public. 
The House then divided, when there appeared 
For the second reading . . . . . 219 
a nisin’ So. veces. 
: “te for the second reading . 26 , 
«Serjeant GaseLeEe: I beg to state that I intended to vote with the 
Noes,” but that I got into the wrong lobby, and that my vote has been 
recorded for the ‘* Ayes.” (Laughter.) 











Mr. Crawrorp : I now move that the bill be referred to a select com- 
mittee of twelve members, five to be chosen by the Committee of Selection, 
and that it be an instruction to the committee to inquire into the operation 
of the Gas Act of 1860. 

Mr. Rorsuck: Before you put the question, allow me to call the atten- 
tion of the House to the fact that there are two retorts or gasometers where 
gas is made and stored near the Temple. Some time ago a serious accident 
eccurred through the expl of ag ter, and I think that it ought to 
be a special subject of inquiry before the committee, whether there can be 
ay for the City while this state of things is permitted to exist. 

r, Ayrton: There is a bill before the House for the removal of these 
works, and I think it is part of the arrangement that that bill should go 
before this committee, and then the whole subject will be discussed. 

The SPEAKER then put the motion, which was agreed to. 

THE DIVISION. 

Order for Second Reading read; Motion’made, and Question proposed, “ That the 
Bill be now read a second time: *—Amendment proposed, to leave out the word 
“now,” and at the end of the Question to add the words “‘upon this day six 
months ;””—(Viscount Cranborne :)—Question put, “That the word ‘now’ stand 
part of the Question ;”—The House divided ; Ayes 219, Noes 193. 
MAJORITY—AYES, 219. 

Fortescue, Hon. D. F. (An- Moffatt, G. 

Montagu, Lord R. 
Montgomery, Sir G. 
Moore, C. (Tipperary) 





Adam, W. P. 
Adderley, Rt. Hon. C. B. dover) 
Agar-Ellis, Hon. L.G. F. French, Col. 
Agnew, Sir A. Freshfield, C. K. 


Akroyd, E. Gaselee, Serjeant S. Morley, 8. 

Antrobus, E. Gavin, Major Morris, M. (Galway) 
Arkwright, R. Getty, 8. G. Morrison, W. 

Ayrton, A. S. Gladstone, Rt. Hon, W. E. Mowbray, Rt. Hon. J. R. 
Baggallay, R. (Lance. 8.) Neate, C 


Gladstone, W. H. (Chester) Nicol, J.D. 
O’ Beirne, J. L. 
O’Conor Don, The 


Barclay, A. C. 
Baring, T. (Huntingdon) Goldney, G. 
Baring, Hn. T. G.(#enryn) Gischen, G, J. 


Barnett, H. Gower, Hn. F. L. (Bodm.) O’Donoghue, The 
Barron, Sir H. W. Graham, W. Ogilvy, Sir J. 
Bass, M. T. (Derby) Graves, 8. R. Oliphant, L. 
Bateson, Sir T. Greenall, G. O'Reilly, M. W. 
Bazley, T. Gregory, W. H. Otway, A. J 
Beach, Sir M. (Gloucest. E.) Grenfell, H. R. Parry, T. 


Bective, Earl of Greville, A.W.F.(Westmea. Patten, Col. Wilson 
Bentinck, G. C. Greville, Col. F. (Longford) Peel, Rt. Hon. Gen. (Hunt.) 
Bernard, Hon. Col. H.B. Grey, Right Hon. Sir G. Peel, J. (‘Tamworth) 


Biddulph, Col. R.M.(Den- _ (Morpeth) Pelham, Lord 
bighshire) Griffith, C. D. Pim, J. 

Biddulph, M. (Herefordsh.) Grosvenor, Earl (Chester) Platt, J. 

Bingham, Lord Grove, T. F. “Potter, E. (Carlisle) 


Bouverie, Rt. Hon. E.P. Gurney, 8. (Penryn) Power, Sir J. 


Bowyer, Sir G. Hadfield, G. Pugh, D. : 
Brand, Hon. H. Hamilton, Lord C. J. (Lon- Rawlinson, Sir H. F 
Brecknock, Earl of donderry) Robertson, P. F. (Hastings) 


Bridges, Sir B. W. Hamilton, E. W.T. (Salisb.) Roebuck, J. A. 
Bright, SirC.T.(Greenwh.) Hanbury, R. C. Rothschild, N.M.de(Aylsb.) 
Bright, J. (Birmingham) Hankey, T. Russell, A. (‘Tavistock ) 
Browne, Lord J. T. (Mayo) Hardy, J. (Dartmouth) Russell, H. (Beds) : 
Bruce, Major C. (Elgin) Harris, J. D. Russell, Sir C. (Berkshire) 
Bruen, H. Hay, Lord J. (Ripon) Russell, Sir W. (Norwich) 
Bryan, G. L. Hay, Lord W. M. (Taunt.) Samuda, J. D’A. 
Buller, Sir A. W. (Liskeard) Headlam, Rt. Hon. H.T. E. Sandford, G. M. W. 
Burghley, Lord Heathcote, Hon. G. H. Schreiber, C. 
Cairns, Sir H. M. (Rutlandshire) Selater-Booth, G. 
Campbell, A. H. Heathcote, Sir W. (Oxford Scott, Lord H. (Selkirksh.) 
Candlish, J. University) Seely, C. 
Cartwright, Col. Henley, Right Hon. J. W. Severne, J. E. 
Cave, T. (Barnstaple) (Oxfordshire) Smith, J. B. (Stockport) 
Cavendish, Lord F. C. Hodgson, K. D. (Bridport) Speirs, A. A. 
(Yorkshire, W. R.) Hogg, Lieut.-Col. J. M. Stanley, Ld. (King’s Lynn) 
Cavendish, Lord G.(Derby- Holden, I. Stanley, Hon. W.0O. (Beau- 
shire, N } Holford, R. 8. maris) 
Childers, H. C. E. Horsfall, T. B. Stansfeld, J. 
Clinton, Ld. E. P.(Notts.N.) Howard, Hon. C. W. G. Steel, J. 
Clive, G. (Hereford) (Cumberland) Stock, O. 
Cogan, W. H. F. Howes, E. Stucley, Sir G. 8. 
Cole, Hon. H. (Fermanagh) Hubbard, J. G. Sullivan, E. 
Colebrooke, Sir T. E. Hughes, T. (Lambeth) Sykes, Col. W. H. (Aber- 
Colthurst, Sir G. C. Ingham, R. deen) 
Colvile, C. R. Kearsley, Captain R. Synan, E. J. 
Dawson, R. P. (Lond. Co.) Kekewich, 8. T. Taylor, P. A. (Leicester) 
De Grey, Ton. T. Kennedy, T. Thorold, J. H. 
Dick, F. Kinglake, J. A.(Rochester) Thynne, Lord H. F. 
Dickson, Major A. G. Kingscote, Colonel Torrens, R. (Carrickfergus) 
Dilke, Sir W. Knatchbull-Hugessen, E. Tottenham, Lt.-Col. C. G. 
Dillon, J. B. Knightley, Sir R. Tracy, Hon. C. R. D. H. 
Dillwyn, L. L. Knox, Hn. Maj,S.(Dungan) Treeby, J. W. 
Dodson, J. G. Layard, A. H. (Southwark) Turner, C. 
Duff, R. W. (Banffsh.) Lawson, J. A. Waldegrave-Leslie, Hn. G. 
Dundas, F. (Orkney, &c.) Leader, N. P. Walpole, Rt. Hon. 8. H, 
Dundas, Rt. Hon. Sir D. Lefevre, G. J. 8. Warner, E. 
(Sutherland) Lefroy, A. Weguelin, T. M. 
Dunlop, A. M. Lennox, Lord H. G.(Chich. Whatman, J. 





Dutton, Hon, R. H. Locke, J. Winnington, Sir T. E. 
Egerton, Hn.A.F.(Lanc.S.) Lusk, Mr. Alderman A. Woodd, B. T. (Knares- 
Elcho, Lord MacEvoy, E. borough) 

Ellice, E. Mackinnon,Capt.L.B.(Rye) Woods, H. (Wigan) 
Evans, T. W. Marjoribanks, D. C. Wyndham, Hon. P. (Cum- 
Ewart, W. Marsh, M. H. berland, W.) 

Ewing, H. E. Crum- Marshall, W. Wynn, C. W. W. (Mont- 
Faweett, H. Mill, J. 8. gomeryshire) 


Fellowes, E. Miller, 8S. B. (Armagh) 

Fergusson, Sir J. Mitchell, A. (Ber.-on-'I'wd. ) TELLERS, 
Forester, Rt. Hon. Gen. Mitchell, T. A. (Bridport) Crawford, R. W. 
Foster, W. O. (Staff. S.) Mitford, W. T. Lawrence, Ald. 


MINORITY—NOES, 193. 


Allen, W. S. Cave, S. (New Shoreham) Doulton, F. 

Andover, Viscount Cecil, Lord E. H. B. G. Du Cane, C. 

Bagnall, C. Cheetham, J. Duncombe, Hon. A. (York, 
Baines, E. E. R 


Clay, J. E. R. 
Baring, Hn. A. H. (Thetfd.) Clifton, Sir R. J. Duncombe, Hon. W. E. 
Barttelott, Colonel Clive, Capt. Hon. G. W. (York, N. R.) 
Baxter, W. E. (Ludlow) Dunne, Gen. 
Beach, W. W. B. (H’ntsN.) Cobbold, J. C. Dyke, W. H. 
Beaumont, H.F.(YorkW.R. Cochrane, A. D. R. W. B. Earle, R. A. 
Beaumont, W.B.(Northm.S. Coleridge, J. D. Eaton, H. W. 
Beecroft, G. S. Corry, Rt. Hon. H. L. Edwards, Col. 
Bonham-Carter, J. Courtenay, Lord Egerton, E. C. (Maccles.) 


Bovill, W. Cowper, Hon.H.F.(Herts.) Egerton, Hn. W.(Chesh. N.) 
Briscoe, J. I. Cowper, Rt. Hon. Wm. F. Enfield, Viscount 
Bromley, W. D. (Hertford) Fane, Lieut.-Col. H. H. 


Brooks, R. Craufurd, E. H. J. (Ayr) (Hants. S.) 
Buller, Sir E. M. (Staff. N.) Crosland, Col. T, P. Farquhar, Sir M. 
Burrell, Sir P. Cubitt, G. Feilden, J. 
Butler,C. S. (Tower H.) Curzon, Viscount Fenwick, E.M. (Lane. Bo.) 
Butler-Johnstone, H. A. Davey, R. (Cornwall, W.) Ferrand, W. 
(Canterbury) Davie, Sir H. R. F.(Hadd.) Fildes, J. 
Carnegie, Hon. C. Disraeli, Rt. Hon. B. Fitzwilliam, Ion. C.W. W. 
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Fleming, J. Laird, J. (Birkenhead) 


Gallwey, Sir W. P. Leatham, W. H. 

bide Lee, W. (Maidstone) 
Glyn, G. C. (Kendall) Leeman, G. Selwin, H. J. (Essex, 8.) 
Glyn, G. G. (Shaftesbury) Lennox, Lord G.G.(Lym.) Selwyn, C. J. (Camb. Univ.) 
Goldsmid, Sir F.H. feat) Lindsay, Hn. Col. C. (Abing. Seymour, A. (Totries) 
Goldsmid, F. D. (Honiton) Lloyd, Sir T. D. Seymour, G. H. (Antrim Co. 
Gore, J. R. O. (Salop, N.) Lopes, Sir M. Seymour, H. D. (Poole) 
Grant, A. Lowe, Rt. Hon. R. Shafto, R. D. 
Greene, E. Lowther J. (York) Sheridan, R. B. (Dorch.) 
Gray, Lt.-Col. (Bolten) 


Lytton, Rt. Hn. Sir E. L. B. Sherriff, A. C. 
Gray, Sir J. (Kilkenny) ‘Kenna, J. N. 


Simonds, W. B. 

Grosvenor, Lord R. (Flint.) Mackie, J. Smith, 8. G. (Aylesbury) 
Grosvenor, Capt. R. W. Mackinnon,W.A.(Lyming.) Stanhope, J. B. (Linc. N.) 

(Westminster) Maguire, J. F. tone, W. H. 
Guinness, B. L. Manners, Ld.G,J.(Cam.Co.) Stuart, Col. Crichton- 
Hamilton, Lord C. (Tyrone) Milbank, F. A. (Cardiff ) 
Hamilton, I. 'T. (Dub. Co.) Miller, T. J. (Colchester) Stuart, Lt.-Col. W. (Bed.) 
Hardcastle, J. A. Mills, C. H. (Northallerton) Sturt, H. G. (Dorset) 
Hardy, G. (Oxford Univer.) Mills, J. R. (Wycombe) Sturt, Lt.Col. N. (Dorchest. 
Hartley, J. Milton, Viscount Surtees, F. (Durham, 8.) 
Harvey, R. B. (Bucks) Monk, C. J.. Surtees, H. E. (Hertfords.) 
Harvey, R. J. I. (Thetford) More, R. J. (Salop, Shrops.) Sykes, C. (Beverley) 
Hervey, Lord A. H. C. Mordaunt, sir C. ‘ollemache, J. 
(Suffolk, W.) Morgan, O. (Monmouthsh.) Tomline, G. 
Hayter, Capt. A. D. Naas, Lord Torrens, W.T. M‘C.(Finsb.) 
Henderson, J. Neville-Grenville, R. Trefusis, H. C. H. R. 
Heygate, Sir F. W. Newdegate, C. N. Trevelyan, G. O. 
Hibbert, J.T. Noel, Hon. G. J? Trevor, Lord A. E. Hill- 
Hoare, Sir H. A. North, Col. Vivian, Capt. H. J. C. W. 
Hodgkinson, G. Northcote, Sir 8S. H. (Truro) 
Holmesdale, Viscount Norwood, C. M. Walrond, J. W. 
Hope, A. J. B. B. Packe, C. W. (Leicester. 8.) Waring, C. 
Howard, Lord E, (Arundel) Packe, Col. (Lineolnsh. S$.) Waterhouse, S. 
Hurst, kh. Hi. Padmore, R. Watkin, E. W. 
Jervoise, Sir J. C. Pakington, Rt. Hon. Sir J. Whitbread, S. 
Johnstone, Sir J. Parker, Major W. White, J. 
Jolliffe, Rt. Hn. Sir W.G.H. Paull, H. Williams, Col. (Marlow) 
(Petersfield) Peel, A. W. (Warwick) *Vjlliamson, Sir H. 
Jolliffe, H. H. (Wells) Percy, Major-Gen. Lord H. Wise, H. C. 
Kelk J. Peto, Sir S. M. Wyld, J. 
Portman, Hon. W.H.B. Yorke, J. R. 
Kendall, N. * Powell, F. S, Young, A. W. (Helston) 
King, Hn. P.J.L. (Surr.E.) Read, C. 8. Young, R. (Cambridgsh.) 
Kinnaird, Hon. A. F. Rebow, J. G. TELLERS. 
Knox, Col. (Marlow) Ridley, Sir M. W. Cranborne, Viscount 
Lacon, Sir E. Royston, Viscount Adair, H. E. 


Russell, F. W. (Limerick) 
Schneider, H. W. 
Scott, Sir W. (Roxburghsh.) 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
(Before Mr. Crive, Chairman; Mr. Ayroun, Mr. Axroyp, and Lord 
BINGHAM.) 
SHEFFIELD UNITED GAS BILL. 
Monpay, Marcu 5. 

Mr. Burke, Q.C., and Mr. Ricnarps appeared for the promoters; and 
Mr. Munpe ct, Mr. Mettor, and Mr. Hotway, for the corporation of Shef- 
field, petitioners against the bill. A petition had been presented by the 
oo of Sheffield against the bill, but no person appeared in support 
thereof. 
The following is the report of the referees on the petition of the 
corporation :— 
The object of this bill is to extend the limits of the Sheffield United Gaslight Com- 
pany, and for other purposes, 
The petitioners allege that the illuminating power is not sufficient, and might be 
increased without addition to the price. 
It was shown to the referees that the illuminating power required by the present 
Act is equal to 105 sperm candles, but that the gas actually supplied is of an average 
of 16 sperm candles. 
It was also shown that the price is 3s. per 1000 feet on an annual consumption 
exceeding 500,000 feet, and 3s. 6d. per 1000 feet to all consumers of less than that 
amount. 
Evidence was given that the cost of increased illuminating power might be esti- 
mated at lid. per 1000 feet for each additional candle. 
Upon these grounds the referees are of opinion that the minimum illuminating 
arte of 15 sperm candles would be a reasonable amount under the circumstances of 

e case. 

No evidence was laid before the referees on the other matters into which they have 
power to inquire. 

Bast T. Woopp, Chairman. 


Mr. Burke said the objects of this bill were extremely simple. The 
main object was to increase the capital of the existing company, to extend 
their limits, and for that purpose to enable them to erect new works. The 
bill was opposed by the corporation of Sheffield, and he should have occa- 
sion, in the course of his remarks, to allude to the petition which they had 
presented. The subject-matter of that petition was confined within narrow 
limits, and had but little to do with the preamble of the bill. The company 
which he represented was the first gas company established in Sheffield—so 
long ago as the year 1818. Their capital was then limited to a compara- 
tively small amount; but as the consumption of gas in the locality: in- 
creased, the company had to come for further Acts to increase that capital. 
Like many other companies, too, as they began: to prosper they began to 
excite jealousies in the minds of others who desired to compete with them. 
In consequence of that, it was found here, as in many localities, the con- 
sumers formed themselves into a company; and in 1851 that company was 
established under the Joint-Stock Registration Act. The result was that 
after trying to exist in competition for some time with the old company, 
their concern turned out very unproductive, and eventually, as in other 
cases, they agreed to unite their undertakings. Accordingly in the year 
1855 a bill was brought into Parliament under which the original company, 
which he represented, bought up the consumers company; and since then 
there had existed only one company in Sheftield—much, he would venture 
to say, to the advantage of the community, as well as to themselves; for 
he had no doubt the committee were aware of the fact that according to 
modern legislation and experience it was found much more desirable for 
towns to be supplied with gas by one company, under proper parliamentary 
regulations, than by two companies in active competition with each other. 
The annoyance to the public arising from the frequent breaking up of the 
streets was materially lessened, the outlay of useless capital was avoided, 
and as a consequence, the producers of gas were in a better position for 
supplying the consumers with gas at a cheap rate than when engaged in 
ruinous attempts to wrest customers one from the other. When this com- 
pany came before Parliament in 1855 for the purpose of buying up the 
consumers company, the corporation of Sheffield took good care of them- 
selves. They appeared as petitioners against the bill not with the 
view of opposing the amalgamation of the two companies, but to see 
that the United Company were placed under wholesome parliamentary 
regulations. The clauses they got upon that occasion were of a more re- 
strictive character and more protective of the public interests than in any 
Act of Parliament with which he (Mr. Burke) was acquainted. For the 











corporation, jealous of the proceedings of the gas: company and fearing ‘lest 
they should be deceived, obtained amongst others, a clause by which they 
(the corporation) had the power to appoint three ex officio directors, out of 
their own body—men who had no interest in the company—to act as a 
check upon the proceedings of the other directors, and to see that in all 
respects the interest of the consumers were protected. In addition to this 
novel provision they obtained another clause, under which the auditors of 
the company were appointed by themselves and paid out of the revenues 
of the company. They got a further clause limiting the dividends of the 
shareholders, and another clause: by which they were able to prevent the 
laying down of additional mains for the extension of the operations of the 
company, without the consent of the corporation. These clauses showed 
the care and caution with which the corporation looked after their own in- 
terests. One would naturally think that having obtained this protection | 
they would rest contented, but he was sorry to say that now, when the 
company found themselves ina position of absolute necessity to come to 
Parliament for an increase of capital and power to extend their works, the 
corporation again presented themselves and sought for still more restrictive 
clauses. The preamble of the bill before the committee recited that the 
capital of the company ty the Act of 1855 was declared to be £264,984, 
divided into shares as follows—£120,000 (part thereof) divided into 4800 
class A shares of £25 each; £15,000 (further part thereof) divided into 1600 
class B shares of £9 7s. 6d. each; £39,264 (further part thereof) divided into 
9816 class C shares of £4 each, and £90,720 (residue thereof) divided into 
4800 class D shares of £16 16s. each, and 1600 class E shares of £6 6s. 
each. It then recited that those shares having been fully paid up had been 
converted into stock, and that by the Act of 1855 the company were 
authorized to borrow on mortgage or bond the sum of £80,000 including 
£49,462 16s, 9d. previously borrowed, and that they had borrowed on mort- 
gage the sum. of £65,950 exclusive of the last-named sum; that in order 
to pay off their mortgage debts and for their other purposes, the com- 
pany afterwards created new class C shares to the aggregate amount of 
£79,069 10s., and that they received calls upon those shares, and paid off 
part of their mortgage debt; that the amount remaining to be called up on 
the new class C shares was £51,395 3s. 6d., whereof £25,300 was applicable 
exclusively for paying off the company’s mortgage debt of that amount. 
It further recited that the company’s present capital amounts to £340,053 10s., 
consisting of various descriptions of stocks and shares enumerated; and that 
the company in the carrying on of their undertaking had incurred debts 
properly chargeable against capital, and which were not secured by any 
instrument under the company’s seal, to the amount of £18,000, or there- 
abouts; so that they had only £9000, or thereabouts, applicable to the ex- 
tension of their works. Under the company’s Act, the prescribed rate of 
dividend on the class A stock was 10 per cent., and on the other capital of 
the company it was regulated in this way—while their general charge for 
gas exceeded 3s. 6d. per 1000 it was to be 8 per cent., and when the price of 
gas was reduced to 3s. 6d., then it was to be 10 per cent. Now, this was a 
case quite novelin itscharacter. Parliament said, “ Youare raising capital 
by this Act, and we will prescribe, in reference to that capital, that so long 
as you are charging the maximum charge for gas you shall be limited toa 
dividend of 8 per cent., but when you reduce the price by 6d. per 1000 feet, 
you shall be authorized to divide 10 per cent.” He was told that the reduc- 
tion of 6d. per 1000 amounted to £16,000 a year out of the pockets of the 
shareholders, which, of course, went for the public good; and, perhaps, it 
was not an unwise provision contained in the company’s Act, because the 
effect of it would be to make them as economical as possible in the working 
of the concern. The company proposed, by the new bill, to carry out the 
same principle, but still further to reduce the price of gas, and, from his 
experience in such matters, he should be inclined to think that 3s. 6d. per 
1000 at Sheffield was an unusually low charge. In the Metropolis Gas Act 
the maximum was fixed at 4s. 6d., but the operation of that Act had been 
to reduce the actual charge to 4s., and it must be remembered that under 
the Gas Clauses Act, so soon as the company were in a position to pay 
10 per cent., and lay by a reserve-fund to secure their dividends, the price 
of gas must be reduced tothe public. From the returns which had been 
laid before Parliament, it would be found that there were very few towns 
in the kingdom where the price was lower than at Sheffield. But the com- 
pany proposed to go still further, and to declare that so long as they were 
charging 3s. 6d. their maximum dividend should be only 8 per cent., and 
that they should not be entitled to 10 per cent. until the price was reduced 
to 3s. per 1000. He thought this was as great a protection as the public 
had a right to expect in reference to the question of price. The bill was 
opposed by the corporation before the referees, and various points were 
then raised. They alleged that the illuminating power of the com- 
pany’s gas was insufficient. Their Act prescribed an illuminating 
wer of 10 sperm candles, but the referees found that the actual 
illuminating power was equal to 16 candles. The corporation had 
representatives upon the board of the company, and must have known this 
fact ; but so inconsistent was their conduct that they actually appeared 
before the referees and complained that the company were not giving gas 
of proper illuminating power. The referees, however, stated that they 
were of opinion that an illuminating power of 15 sperm candles was a rea- 
sonable and proper standard to fix, and the company accepted that amount. 
He (Mr. Burke) confessed that 15 sperm candles was a higher standard 
than he should have advised the company to adopt, because in order to 
maintain that illuminating power they must work up to a higher standard, 
or they would be'subjecting themselves to the possibility of penalties. And 
yet though the company conceded the point, and thus gave nearly 30 per 
cent. additional illuminating power without increasing the price, the cor- 
poration were not satisfied. The next allegation in the preamble was to the 
effect that the population and buildings in Sheffield within the limits of their 
Act, and the immediate neighbourhood thereof, had greatly increased since 
the passing of that Act, and that it was expedient that the company’s 
limits should be extended, and that they should be authorized to extend 
their works. The’reason they sought for this extension was simply that 
they might be able to meet the public requirements: In one part of the 
surrounding district the Midland Railway Company were carrying a new 
line which would have a tendency to increase the population in that direc- 
tion. The gas company had been solicited by many persons to extend 
their mains into these outlying districts, and he submitted that it was only 
reasonable they should have power to do so. Then the preamble stated 
that under the powers of the recited Act the company had by agreement 
purchased certain land at Brightside, and it was desirable they should be 
authorized to use the same for the purposes of their gas-works. He did 
not think there was any objection to this proposal, and it was evident if the 
company extended their mains | must of necessity have land upon 
which to build additional works. From the diagram which he held in his 
hand it appeared that the consumption of gas was increasing year by year. 
In 1854 the consumption was 180 million cubic feet, and in 1865 it had 
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\from time to time to lay ont money, and it was essential now that they 
should be empowered to raise further capital. The next allegation in the 
mble was as follows:—“ And whereas the district within which the 
company supply gas is very hilly, and the pressure of gas supplied by the 
company in higher parts of the district greatly exceeds the pressure of gas 
supplied by them at the same time and from the same gasholder in lower 
parts of the district, and by reason thereof, and inasmuch as all 
meters stamped in accordance with the requirements of the Sales of Gas 
Act, 1860 (22 & 23 Vic. c. 66), are tested with gas of one uniform 
pressure which is much less than the pressure in the higher parts of the dis- 
trict, the actual consumption of gas supplied by the company by meter in the 
higher parts of the district often pane by far more than three per centum 
the amount that is registered by the stamped meters used for ascertaining 
the consumption, and it is expedient that adequate provision be made for 
securing the company against loss in the consumption of gas supplied by 
them.” Now the object this clause, which, although opposed by corpora- 
tions, was a perfectly fair and reasonable one, and not without precedent, 
was simply this :—A few years ago (in 1860) it was thought necessary, 
owing to the public suspicion that gas companies by their meters made more 
money than they ought to do, to provide that the Courts of Quarter Session 
should appoint public officers to test the correctness of the meters supplied 
to the consumers, The mode of testing those meters was prescribed by the 
Act—viz., that they should be tested by passing gas through them at a 
pressure of 5/10ths of an inch of water. Now it was very well known that 
carburetted hydrogen gas was extremely light, and ascended with great ra- 
padity, so that in the highest parts of the district supplied by a company 
the gas rushed with much greater pressure than through the mains in the 
lower portion. So much was this the case, that a meter tested and found 
correct according to the mode prescribed by the Sales of Gas Act, on the 
level surface did not register the correct amount passing through it at the 
higher elevations. The simple object of the clauses proposed in this bill to 
meet the allegation he had just read was to get over this difficulty. The 
company did not desire to be the judges in their own cause, they were con- 
tent that the inspector of meters, appointed under the Sales of Gas Act by 
the council of the borough of Sheffield, should examine and certify what 
was a correct meter for the district in which it was to be used. Why such 
clause should be objected to he could not conceive. 

Mr. MuNDELL said his learned friend had not stated the whole of the 
objection of the corporation to these clauses. It was the power of entry 
upon the consumers premises whenever they pleased to test and inspect his 
meter that they objected to. 

Mr. Burke said if the company had not the power to enter and test the 
meters they might be cheated to any extent. Any one who knew anything 
of gas-works knew that there were constant frauds committed by con- 
sumers, and it often happened when the inspectors went round to ascertain 
the amount of gas consumed, they found that the meter did not register 
anything like the quantity which the number of lights supplied would 
justify his expecting. Without some protection the company could not 
possibly save themselves from fraud and loss. 

Mr. Munpet said in the Sales of Gas Act there was a power given to 
the justices to enter and inspect the meters, but what the company now 
asked for was that they should have power to go into the house of a con- 
sumer whenever they pleased, take down his meter, and compel him to 
have another. The 20th clause of the Sales of Gas Act provided that any 


justice of the peace, on application made to him by any buyer or seller of 
gas, may authorize any inspector to enter premises and examine any meter 
and remove and test it, upon 24 hours notice in writing being given to the 
other party to the contract by the inspector; but by the 21st section of 
this bill the company sought power of access themselves to remove and 
examine any meters they pleased. 


The Cuarrman asked Mr. Burke whether there was any precedent for 
such a clause. 

Mr. Burge said there was more than one precedent. Amongst others 
he might cite the Birmingham Gas Act, the 30th section of which con- 
tained a precisely analogous provision. 

Mr. MunpELt denied that it was a similar clause. 

Mr. Burke said practically it was the same, for it distinctly gave the 
company power to enter the premises of a consumer, which was all that 
was sought by thisclause. The Preston Gas Act of last session contained 
a clause to the same effect. That bill was opposed strongly by the cor- 
poration of the borough, and precisely the same kind of argument was 
used against it. 

The Cuarrman asked whether Mr. Mundell’s objection was to want of 
notice. * 

Mr. MunDELL said that was one of the objections, but he should have to 
state much stronger objections than that. 

Mr. Burke said the Newcastle and Gateshead Act of 1864 contained the 
same provision. All these Acts were subsequent to the passing of the 
Sales of Gas Act, showing that the companies found there was a necessity 
for some such safeguard, and he should be prepared to show by evidence 
that it was perfectly fair and reasonable. So far as access to the meter was 
concerned, every company had the right to that for the purpose of inspect- 
ing it. and no injury could possibly arise to the consumer from the power 
now sought. 

Mr. MUNDELL said he did not object to the company going to inspect the 
meter, but he did object to their having power to go and take it down at 
their own pleasure, and cut off the consumer's gas. 

Mr. Burke said if on inspection the company found the meter was 
wrong, they ought to have power to take it down and have it examined. 
What possible ground could the company have for removing a meter 
unnecessarily? All the expense of doing so would fall upon themselves, and 
the inspection would be carried on by the officer of the corporation. Pro- 
ceeding to the next allegation in the preamble, the committee would find, 
that the promoters asked for an increase of capital, which also was objected 
to by the corporation. He should be able to satisfy the committee that 
they were only asking what was absolutely necessary to enable them to meet 
the increasing demand made upon them in future years, founded upon the 
experience of the past. Judging from that experience, the new capital they 
sought power to raise would be all exhausted in about 12 years, and it cer- 
tainly would be unwise that they should have to come before that time before 
Parliament again to be opposed, as they most likely would be, by the cor- 
poration out of the funds of the ratepayers. The last allegations in the 
preamble stated that experience showed the increase in the rate of the divi- 
dend on the company’s capital, in proportion to the decrease in the general 
charge for gas, had worked beneficially for the public, and it was expedient 
that, in order to induce the company to exert themselves to reduce still 
further the price of gas, the rate of dividend on their further capital should 

increased on the same principle, thus carrying out, as he had already 
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risen to 503 million. To meet that increasing demand the company had | stated, the principle adopted in their present Act. Now against this bill 
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the corporation of Sheffield petitioned, and their petition, after reciting the 
facts he had stated as to the object of the bill, &c., proceeded to point out 
their objections to it. Their first allegation was:—* That your petitioners | 
believe that the whole and full amount of the dividends at 10 per cent. per 
annum now allowed by the said Act, on the capital of the company, have 
been raised and paid out of the profits of the said company, and the profits 
realized have also enabled the company to accumulate a large reserve-fund.” 
Now it was perfectly true that the company had been enabled to reduce the 
price of gas and avail themselves of the provision in the Act of 1855, to 
divide 10 per cent. upon the whole of their capital, instead of 8 per cent. | 


upon a part, and in so doing they had acted strictly in accordance |; 


with the clauses inserted at the instance of the corporation themselves 
in that Act. Then they said:—‘ That your petitioners object to the said 
bill and to the provisions thereof as injurious to your petitioners, and the 
inhabitants of the said borough and the consumers of gas therein. That a 
very small proportion (if any part at all) of the large capital which the 
company are tohave power to raise under the bill, is required for pur- 
oses Within the company’s limits, but the whole or nearly the whole of it. 
is to be applied in extending their operations into a new district, where the 
villages and places to consume the gas are remote from the town of Shef- 
field, and have only a thin and scattered population.” This was a perfectly 
erroneous allegation, and he should be able to show that they required a large 
portion of this capital for the extension of their supply within the existing 
limits. And he would call attention to this fact, that the corporation had 
the power under the sections of the existing Act of the company to limit 
the extension of their mains:—* That your petitioners object to such ex- 
tension of the company’s limits, and to the raising of capital by the com- 
pany for supplying gas thereto, inasmuch as the return from such outlay 
cannot be remunerative in proportion to the outlay within the company’s 
present limits, and the effect must necessarily be to postpone for an indfie- 
nite period the time when the price of gas will be lowered within those 
limits under the operation of the company’s existing Act, and to throw the 
burden of keeping up the company’s dividends upon your petitioners and 
the other consumers of the company’s gas within the present limits.” Now 
the company had a direct interest in getting this 10 per cent. as soon as 
they possibly could, and therefore were not very likely to lay out capital in | 
unproductive districts. They were the persons most interested under the 
operation of the clause he had referred to, to economize their capital as far 
as possible, and they were seeking this power ‘of extension because they 
hoped and believed they would be going into a very remunerative district. 
And inasmuch as the corporation elected three directors on the board of the 
company, any unproductive scheme would be reported to them, and they 
could put their veto upon it. Then the petition proceeded:—* That if gas 
is urgently required in the new district, it ought to be supplied at the 
expense of such district, and through the instrumentality of another com- 
pany. ‘That even if the powers of supplying the new district were 
entrusted to the company, provision ought to be made for keeping the capital 
and expenditure requisite for such supply, and the revenues derived there- 
from separate from the other capital and expenditure and revenues of the 
company, and such an application of the revenues should be enforced as 
would not deprive the consumers of gas, within the present limits of the 
company, of that reduction in the price of gas which is provided for in the 
company’s existing Act, under circumstances which your petitioners believe 
already exist, or will very shortly occur.” 
Mr. MuxvELL: We have given that up; we do not ask for a separate 











account. 
Mr. Burk said the next allegation was:—“ That the amount of capital pro- 
posed to be raised by the bill is far beyond what is likely to be required by | 
the company for many years to come, and your petitioners submit that an | 
inquiry should be instituted into the real wants of the company, present | 
and prospective, within a reasonable period, and that the capital (if any) | 
authorized by the bill should be made proportionate to those wants. 
with reference to any capital which the company may be authorized to 
raise, the dividends upon which may, directly or indirectly, be derived from | 
the gas rates or rents payable by their present consumers, all the shares to 
be created for raising such capital ought, as your petitioners submit, to be sold 


by public auction under proper provisions to be inserted in the bill for that || 
The question of the disposal of new shares by auction had been |} 


urpose. 
Sesenet in this committee upon a former bill, and he thought it was perhaps 
unnecessary further to discuss it. It was one of the most unfair and selfish 
suggestions that could be made; other corporations had endeavoured to 
carry it out, and in almost every instance they had signally failed. Last 


year, in the Liverpool bill, the committee came to the conclusion that it } 
was both unreasonable and unfair, although the company had been com- |! 


pelled to do so before. It was unreasonable that a company, after arriving 
at a state of prosperity, should not have any advantage that might arise 
from the creation of new capital, but should be compelled to distribute the 
whole of that advantage for the good of the public. The committee were 
no doubt well aware that under the Gas Clauses Consolidation Act, appli- 
cable to all companies, this provision was distinctly made—“If you raise 
new capital at the time your old capital bears a premium, every existing 
shareholder shall be entitled to a portion of that capital; and you are bound 
by law to offer your new capital pro rata among existing shareholders, so 
that if there is any benefit to be derived from the possession of such shares 
they may have it.” The suggestion of the corporation in their petition was 
to alter that principle, and to declare that the public and not the share- 
holders should have the benefit of the issue of these new shares. Even if 
such a proposal were reasonable and fair, its application ought not to be 
exceptional in the case of this bill; let it be generally adopted in the case 
of railways and all other public companies. 

The CHarrman: You need not trouble youself on that point; we will 
hear you again, if it is necessary. 

Mr. Burke said the next allegation was:—“ Your petitioners also submit 
that if power be given to the company to raise the large, and as your peti- 
tioners believe unnecessary amount of capital now sought for, and at the 
rate of dividend mentioned or referred to in the said bill, it will tend stil! 
further to strengthen and perpetuate the monopoly in the supply of gas in 
their district which the company already possess, and there will be little 
hope of any future reduction in the price of gas.” Nothing more incon- 
sistent could possibly be conceived, because if the company had a mono- 
poly there was the best chance of a reduction in price, if it was to be 
obtained at all, and certainly the evil which the corporation deprecated 
was more likely to be the result of competition than of monopoly. The 
next allegation was that if the company had power to raise additional 
capital they would be entitled to increase the amount of their reserve- 
fund, and thus indefinitely postpone the reduction in price. ‘To that he 
would only answer that it would be postponed for such a period as the 
general law allowed, and why Sheffield should claim exemption from that 














That || 


| 











————_ 








172 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. [March 20, 1866. 





law, and seek to be placed in a better position than the rest of the king- 
dom, he was at a loss to understand. Looking at the contingencies to 
which gas companies were exposed from explosions and other matters, the 
policy of allowing them a reserve-fund was undoubtedly the only safe and 
just policy. The other allegations in the petition were to the effect that 
the rate of dividend asked for upon the new capital was “ uncalled for by 
any circumstances in the position of the company,” and “ would operate 
most injuriously upon your petioners;” and that to raise additional capi- 
tal with the dividends attached thereto above the amount at which capital 
had been and could be readily raised by the company was an act of injustice 
to the consumers. Upon these points he would only remark that he was en- 
tirely at issue with the petitioners. Then they complained that the standard 
of illuminating power was too low, whereas the company were going to in- 
crease that grow beyond, as he believed, what the corporation themselves 
asked for. They complained, again, that the company were manufacturers 
of gas-meters without any express statutory authority, which practice they 
alleged was “ objectionable upon principle, and may lead to great evils, and 
ought to be expressly prohibited if any new powers are conferred upon the 
company.” To that he simply replied that they sought no powers in the 

resent bill to make gas-meters, and therefore the question did not arise. 

he last allegation was:—* That the provisions of the biil with respect to 
meters contained in the 20th, 21st, and 22nd clauses, are in effect a repeal pro 
tanto of the Sales of Gas Act, 1859, and an alteration of the general law of the 
land; that they are, moreover, unjust in principle, oppressive to the gas con- 
sumers, and confer arbitrary powers upon the company, and your petitioners, 
upou these grounds and other grounds, object to the said provisions, and 
submit that they ought not to be allowed to pass into law.” He had already 
referred to this point, and the committee would hear the evidence respecting 
it, so that it was not necessary he should say more at present. ‘The provi- 
sions of the bill appeared to him perfectly reasonable and just, and when 
they had heard his witnesses, he should have confidence in asking the com- 
mittee to declare the preamble proved. 

E. Unwin, Esq., examined by Mr. Ricuarps. 

Iam an alderman of Sheffield, and have been the managing director of 
the Sheffield United Gas Company since 1841. That company was ori- 
ginally incorporated in 1855, at which time the capital was declared to be 
£264,984, divided into certain shares. [Witness deposed to the facts as 
stated in the preamble of the bill, and quoted by Mr. Burke in opening the 
case, in relation to the division of the capital, &c.] On December 31, 1865, 
our capital stood at £344.053 10s., and we had a balance remaining and not 
converted of £930 10s. Of the new C class shares £27,674 had been paid 
on calls, aud there remained to be paid £51,395, of which sum £28,900 was 
applicable exclusively to paying off the mortgage debt, leaving a balance of 
£22,495 3s. 6d., which added to the £930 10s., gives a total of £23,425 13s. 6d. 
as the whole amount receivable by the company. In carrying on the un- 
dertaking we have incurred debts to the extent of about £20,000, which are 
properly chargeable against capital, so that we have only £3425 applicable to 
the extension of works. The prescribed rate of dividend on the class A stock is 
10 per cent., and on the other capital, as stated in the preamble, 8 per cent., 
so long as we charged more than 3s. 6d. for gas, and 10 per cent. when the 
price became less than that. Our maximum price is 4s. per 1000 feet, 
and the present charge 3s. 6d. per 1000 feet, so that we are entitled 
to the full dividend of 10 per cent. upon all the capital. The population of 
Sheffield and the neighbourhood is increasing, and it is expedient that the 
limits of the company should be extended. Last year the extent of our 
mains was 172 miles, and the number of our customers about 21,000. The 
Kimberworth district, which by this bill we take powers to light, is in the 
Rotherham Gas Company’s jurisdiction, but that company state that it 
would not answer their purpose to extend their mains there except at a 
higher price than we could supply gas at. The South Yorkshire Railway 
Company have a line through that district, and the Yorkshire Engine Com- 
pany, in which I am a shareholder, have bought more than twenty acres of 
land, and are building some large works at the extremity of our boundary, 
and they have applied to us to light them. There is no doubt it would 
prove aremunerative undertaking for us, otherwise we should not enter upon 
it. Our mains at present are rather more than half a mile off, and the ex- 
tension would not be costly. We only propose to take 800 yards. There 
would be some little lighting on the way, and very soon a great deal. 
Another advantage is that it is in a straight line towards Ecclesfield vil- 
lage, where they are anxious for us to go. In the district to the south, the 
Sheaf River runs, and the Midland Railway Company are now making aline 
by the side of the river.. No doubt works and buildings will rise up there, 
and it will be remunerative hereafter to us to go. There are three mem- 
bers of the corporation upon our board. We are obliged to give the corpo- 
ration notice of our intention to extend our mains, and they have a veto 
upon our proceedings (subject to an appeal to quarter sessions), if we pro- 
posed to extend our mains into unproductive districts. During the last ten 
years we have never made a proposition which they have thought it neces- 
sary to veto. Several members of the corporation have requested us to go 
into districts, which they thought would be remunerative, but we have not 
done it, as we thought it would not answer our purpose. 

The CuHatrMAN (referring to the company’s Act): The corporation have 
the power to require you to go to any piace provided that within every 60 
yards they put up public lamps. 

Witness : Yes; but we have not insisted upon that. I have often said to 
the corporation, ‘‘ Wherever you choose to put up lamps, we will put down 
mains.” 

Mr. Munpetu: I may say, if it will save any examination, that the com- 
pany have dealt with the public lamps in the most liberal way. Iam 
bound to say that. 

Examination continued: The land which we have bought in the Kimber- 
worth district is very convenient for the erection of new works, and I con- 
sider it expedient we should have power to apply it to that purpose. One 
part of the district we light is very hilly. The Lead Mill Road is 24 feet 
above the level of our works; part of Ecclesall is 440 feet, and Cross Pool 
Bar 595 feet. The ground is undulating between these places, and there is 
consequently great difficulty in maintaining anything like equality of 

ressure in the supply of gas. There is an additional pressure of one inch 
in every 100 feet of clevation. The level of our works is 160 feet above 
the datum line on the Ordnance map. [Witness handed in a table showing 
the various elevations in the district supplied with gas above or below the 
company’s works, or the governor regulating the supply, and the various 

ressures.] I am familiar with the provisions of the Sales of Gas Act. 

he Act requires that all meters shall be tested at a pressure of half an inch, 
and if so tested it is found to register only 3 per cent. slow, or 2 per cent., 
the inspector stamps it as a perfect instrument. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Have you found that although this may do for a meter 
fixed at no great elevation, it is unsatisfactory when you come to deal with 
gas supplied under exaggerated pressure and with higher levels ? 
































Witness : The difference is this—the greater pressure causes a larger 
quantity of gas to pass through the meter than it has been made and is 
certified for, so that the consumer, if he has a 3-light meter, instead of 

etting as he should do 18 feet per hour, Pe 30 feet with a pressure of one 
inch, and if the pressure is greater a still larger quantity. If he uses the 
meter for the larger quantity of gas it will not register correctly, and the 
tendency is to have as small a meter as possible. When we put them up 
at first, we endeavour to have the right size, but in workshops they go on 
extending their lights and getting as much gas as possible through the 
meter. We have no power of testing those meters. If the meter is 
thoroughly and properly made, whatever pressure there is it would still 
register correctly—a wet meter especially ; but a meter may pass the test 
and yet register erat oo A under a high pressure. 

By the Cuarrman: There are more than 20,000 wet meters supplied by 
the company to consumers. We have some dry meters, which we buy to 
oblige customers, as we have a difficulty in satisfying them sometimes with 
wet meters. 

By Mr. Ricnarps: They dispute our power to do anything to the meter 
after it is fixed, except to look at it. If we suspected that a meter had been 
tampered with we might apply toa magistrate for an order for the inspector 
to test it, but when it gets into his hands, he can only test it at the half-inch 
pressure for the quantity marked on it, although it may be passing two or 
three times that quantity for which we are being paid. The corporation of 
Sheffield have issued an advertisement in the newspapers containing their 
exposition of the state of the law with regard to meters. It isas follows:— 

‘The committee hereby wish to make known to the public— 

1, That by the Act above quoted every consumer may purchase and use any meter 
duly stamped by the lawfully appointed inspector, if the gas to be consumed shall 
not exceed the quantity per hour the meter is marked on the outside as intended to 
measure. 

2. That consumers may use any stamped meter they choose to purchase, if large 
enough to measure the consumption, and to purchase it wherever they like, and to de- 
mand a supply of gas to it without being compelled to subject it to any fresh testing 
or inspection on the part of any company supplying, or intending to supply, the gas. 

3. If either the consumer or supplier of gas object to a stamped meter already in 

use, either party, on giving 24 hours notice to the other, may have the meter retested 
. the legal inspector, but no other interference with an already stamped meter is 
allowable by law. 
If a meter that has been tested is going to be put up in Sheffield, and we 
think it is imperfect, they dispute our right to have it tested again, and they 
dispute our right even to be present when it is so tested. By this bill we 
seek power to take down and retest meters which we believe are register- 
ing incorrectly. We have no other object than to see that a correct meter 
is used, and we are willing to abide the result of the testing by the corpora- 
tion inspector. If we have made a mistake, and wrongly suspect a meter, 
we shall have to pay the cost of testing it; if otherwise, the consumer will 
have to pay it. In my experience I have known meters passed by the in- 
spector which absolutely registered backwards, so that the more gas passed 
through the less and less seemed to have been burnt. On the 22nd of 
October, 1861, our board passed a resolution upon this subject. At that 
meeting two of the nominee directors of the corporation were present— 
Alderman Mycock and Alderman Saunders. The former was very strongly 
impressed with the opinion that meters would not do as I said—go back- 
wards, and register improperly. 

Mr. MuNDELL objected to this evidence, on the ground that it could not 
be tested on cross-examination. 

The CuairMaN ruled that the circumstances could not be gone into, but 
the resolution of the board might be read. 

Witness : The resolution was as follows:—“ That, in the opinion of this 
board, it is only reasonable and proper that, in all cases where the con- 
sumer professes to use a meter not belonging to the company, such meter 
should, before it is fixed, be submitted to the company for approval; and 
that all parties be requested to comply with this resolution.” Our make of 
gas Jast year was 503 million cubic feet; forthe year ending Christmas, 
1855, it was 210 million cubic feet; so that we have more than doubled the 
amount in the last ten years. The oa of Sheffield has also increased 
during that period. Ido not consider the amount of capital we are ask- 
ing for is unreasonable. In 1855 our invested capital was rather over 
£177,000; it is now £330,000, and we have some debts which bring it 
up to about £350,000. During the past ten years the average in- 
crease of capital has been about 104 per cent. The per centage of 
consumers is still increasing, and I have no doubt the increase will con- 
tinue. In five successive days in December last we dispensed more than 
17 million cubic feet of gas. We have three manufacturing stations. Our 
works are in good order, and our manufacturing power is up to our present 
requirements. We must, however, extend our works, as the demand upon 
us is increasing in the ratio of 10 per cent. per annum. We also require to 
increase our purifying apparatus, our storeage, and our mains. During the 
last two years we have paid a dividend of 10 per cent.—7.e., since June, 
1864. ‘The clause in our Act limiting the dividend on part of our capital to 
8 per cent., so long as we charged more than 3s. 6d. per 1000 for gas, was 
introduced at the instance of the corporation. It took eight years from the 
passing of our Act before we were able so to reduce the price of gas as to 
entitle us to the 10 per cent. We did not reduce the price of gas all at once 
for the purpose of getting the extra dividend, but went down first to 3s. 9d., 
and took no advantage by it. We propose in this bill to adopt the same 
principle—viz., to fix the dividend upon the new capital at 8 per cent. until 
the price of gas is reduced to 3s., when we shall be entitled to 10 per cent. 

Cross-examined by Mr. MunpELL: The population of Kimberworth is very 
small. I should think about 500. Ecclesall is rather a large village, with 
a population of, perhaps, 1000. The proof that it would not be a very re- 
munerative district is that we have not extended our mains there. It would 
cost £500 or £600 to lay such a main as we require there. The Beauchief 
district, to the south of the map, has a very small population, and it would 
be worth nothing to us unless the line of railway makes it so. At present 
the railway company have no land there for works, but other people have. 
A good deal of the land belongs to Lord Fitzwilliam. Ido not know that 
he will not allow works to be put up on his estate. The populations of 
Dore and Totley are very small, and we should never think of laying mains 
there unless something arises to make it worth our while. We always give 
notice to the coporation when we propose to extend our mains; we did \ 
so when we laid down mains into Handsworth: It is not neces- 
sary to obtain their consent; if they do not object within six weeks 
after notice that is deemed approval. ‘The cost of laying mains into these 
places would depend upon the demand for gas. Simply to supply the pre- 
sent houses, 22-inch main would do; but to supply the anticipated works 
it would require a 10-inch main. I do not know whether it would cost 
£1000 to lay down such a main as is required; and we attach very little 
importance to these districts, whether we get them or not. The population 
of Sheffield is about 207,000, and during the last ten years it has increased 
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has been within the borough of Sheffield. The capital of the company in 
1855, which I gave as £177,000, was the capital before the amalgamation 
with the other company. In June, 1856, after we had purchased their 
works, our capital stood at £240,950, and we had raised on mortgage 
£49,462. In June, 1865, our expended capital was £333,362, which included 
£20,000 of debt on capital account. We had called up from the shareholders 
£292,000. The difference was for money borrowed on mortgage or owing 
tothe bank. The debt we owe is for carrying on our establishment, and 
not on account of money expended in permanent works—floating capital. 
In 1856 we had more works than we had business for. I cannot say 


| at present only partly occupied, the company are in a position to supply 
| the whole of the gas required in Sheffield at the present time, in fact, I 


whether they were in good condition, especially those taken from the con- | 


sumers company, fur which we paid a great deal of money. In 1857 we 


laid out in permanent works £18,279; in 1858, £24,600; in 1859, £9700; in | 


1860, nearly £3500; in 1861, £5700; in 1862, £2800; in 1863, £550; in 1864, 
£10,624; and in 1865, £16,366; making a total of rather more than £90,000, 


or about £10,000 a year. In 1856 we owed on mortgage £49,000; in 1857, | 
£59,000; in 1858, £70,000. After that year the amounts begin to decrease, | 


because, having got into good credit, we borrowed money without mort- 


gage. In 1865 we owed only £32,000 on mortgage, and we had expended | 


£64,000 more than we had received from our sharcholders; £62,000 of that 
we had borrowed on mortgage, and the other was owing to our bankers and 
others. The £20,000 which we now claim as a debt on capital account is 
not money paid out of the profits of the undertaking. We have not paid 
all the difference between the amount of loans and the amount expended 
on works out of profits. 

By the CuarrMAN: We invest our reserve-fund with the bankers, and 
they allow us to overdraw our account. The £20,000 of debts which we 


| gas-works having a capital of front £500 to £600 for every million cubic 


say properly belongs to capital appears in the accounts in the reserve-fund. | 


We have always been borrowing on the reserve-fund as security. 


By Mr. MunpeEtu: Our stations are at Shude Hill, Effingham Street, | 


and Neapsend. The area of the land at Neapsend is about six acres. We 
have extended the works there and renewed and altered them from time 
totime. To put up those works as they new stand they would cost more 
than £50,000. We had all our apparatus at work last year, and were only 
just able to supply the demand made upon us for gas. There was one 
large gasholder at Neapsend which was not used till last winter. The 
capacity of that holder is a million feet. 
fr. MUNDELL: Have you got sufficient gasholder room now? 

Mr. Ricuarps: This is a question of existing supply, and ought to be 
gone into before the referees. My friend attempted to go into it there, and 
it was objected to because it was not raised by his petition. 

Mr. MunpELL: The truth of the allegation in my petition depends upon 
what these works are at present. Ido not say whether there is a good or 
a bad supply. 

The CuarrMaAN ruled that the cross-examination might proceed. 

Cross-examination continued: For the present we have just about 
enough storeage room. We havea gasholder in Arundel Street which we have 
used till lately, but the tank is now leaky. The capacity of that holder is 


Mr. George Anderson, examined by Mr. MELLor. 

I am a gas engineer practising in London, and have been largely engaged 
during the last twenty years in designing, constructing, and also in 
managing gas-works. I have myself, at the present time, six gas-works 
which I hold on lease. I am thoroughly conversant with the cost of manu- 
facturing gas, and also of building works. I visited the town of Sheffield 
last December, and while there surveyed the gas-works with some care. I 
consider that, taking into account the works recently erected, but which are 


should say their works are capable of producing more gas than that 
town will require for some years; but I should also add that there 
are portions of the works in a dilapitated condition, which i suppose, 
it is intended to throw out of use. These portions of the building and 
works are the oldest portions, and they are of some extent. I believe 
that the old works could be made perfectly good, buf I suppose from 
such large new works being erected it is intended shortly to close the 
old ones. There are very large works at Neapsend that have not been 
above a fifth part occupied. I do not know intimately the new dis- 
tricts to which the company propose to extend their operations, but they 
seem to be wholly agricultural. In my opinion an extension in those dis- 
tricts would not be remunerative if gas were supplied at the price charged 
for gas in Sheffield. My impression is that Sheftield should be supplied by 


feet of gas made in a year; and if there is any capital above that, it is capi- 
tal which has arisen out of some ulterior arrangement. There have been 
several agitations in Sheffield which may have tended to increase the capital 
of this company. But the capital should not be permanently increased; it 
should be reduced tothe proper amount before any new capital is sanc- 
tioned. Taking the population at 300,000, in my opinion a fair amount 
of capital to allow the company would be from £300,000 to £350,000. 
From 1ds. to £1 ahead is a rough way of taking it, and, therefore, I say 
that, properly expended, the present capital ought to be sufficient for some 
time tocome. If it were put at a correct sum, I think £100,000 added to 
that, including the borrowing powers, would be the utmost required. I 
have heard Mr. Unwin state that he bas gasholder room for 3,500,000 cubic | 
feet of gas, and that his largest day’s distribution was 3,200,000; therefore, | 
he has storeage for more than a day’s make, so that till he increases his 
business a third more it does not require another gasholder. The retort- | 
house is 500 fect long, and is not more than one-fifth occupied. The works 





| are very large and good. I consider £100,000 additional capital would be 


490,000 cubic feet. We have never quite given over using it; we have | 
used it to the extent of half its capacity. Our total gasholder room is | 
3,500,000 cubic feet, besides two small holders of about 50,000 cubic feet | 
each. We distributed in one day, last winter, 3,223,000 feet ; the next day | 


2,842,000, and the next 2,807,000 cubic feet. That is the highest we have 
ever reached, but we must always be prepared to meet the greatest demand 
made upon us. In 1861 we came to a resolution to convert our borrowed 


capital of £80,000 into one share capital We called up on those shares | 


£3900 in January, 1861; £9700 in January, 1865; and £11,800 in June, 
1865. There is £51,000 yet tobe called up on those shares, £28,900 of which 
is applicable exclusively to paying off the mortgage debt. The mortgage 


debt of £32,000 is an existing charge at the present moment. ‘The rate | 


of per centage upon it is 4. and 44 percent. The reason of the conver- 
sion of the debt into share capital was to give the shareholders the difference 
between that rate and the 10 i cent. We had for several years been bor- 
rowing instead of calling up the 

and paid 8 per cent. upon them. When the whole of the £51,000 is called 
up we shall have raised all our share capital, and exhausted our borrowing 
powers. By this bill we propose to raise the £86,000 of loan capital again, 
and our notion is that unless there is some provision to the contrary in the 


D and E shares, which we might have done, | 
the chairman that the committee did not propose to deal with the question 


bill, we could hereafter convert that into share capital toties quoties, under | 


the Companies Clauses Consolidation Act. 


| petition, and, of course, when he was opening the case, he was prepared to 


Mr. BurKE: You would not raise that sum again except. specially em- | 


powered by Parliament to do so. 

Witness : We propose to borrow the money, and we might or might not 
convert it into shares. 

By Mr. MunpELL: We have about 21,000 consumers, the whole of whom 
burn by meter. More than 20,000 meters are supplied by us on hire. We 
manufacture meters, and all that we have made have been well and proper] 
made. None of those meters are dry; we have 200 or 300 dry meters whic 
we got to oblige our customers. Nine-tenths of the meters supplied by the 
consumers themselves are dry meters. The 20th clause of this bill, relating 
to the keeping of meters in order, is intended by us to apply to all meters, 
whether supplied by us or the property of the consumers. We have the 
power now if we know that a meter is being used beyond its capacity, and 
a not register correctly, to require that another one should be substituted 
or it. 

The CHArrMAN intimated that this part of the preamble had better be 
postponed until the meter clauses came under consideration. 


Cross-examination continued: Our new retort-house at Neapsend was 
commenced the year before last. We have 100 retorts in that house, and 
are about to erect 140 more. It will only contain 240 when it is full. We 
shall then have at Neapsend 420 retorts, and 781 in all parts of out works. 
They are all single retorts, or reckoned as such in my calculation. Our 
A stock is now selling at £194 or £195, and the B stock at about 20s. or 
30s. less. The new C stock, upon which £10 10s. has been paid, is selling 
at £22 or £23 premium. We pay our 10 per cent. dividends exclusive 
of income-tax, and have always done so. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ricnarps: Our accounts are all audited by the 
auditor appointed by the corporation. We have never, on any single occa- 


sion, carried revenue expenses to capital account, or applied to revenue | 
account anything which properly belongs to another head. We have | 
debited it from time to time with sums for depreciation, and that deprecia- | 


tion has gone in reduction of moneys spent on capital account. 


The CHarrMan (to Mr. Richards): The committee think you need not | 
| more. 


re-examine upon any point, except upon the suspended meter question. 

Mr. Burke: If that question is postponed, I will not trouble you with 
any further evidence on the preamble, as I shall have several witnesses to 
call upon it when we come to clauses. 


Mr. MunDELL said he would call his witnesses in support of the petition | 








before he addressed the committee. 


amply suflicient for the next ten years, taking into account the powers the | 
company already have for adding to their capital if properly expended. | 

By the CommirrreE: The figures I gave just now were £500 or £600 for 
every million feet of gas make perannum. I heard Mr. Unwin state that 
he supplied 503 million cubic feet last year, so that he would require about | 
a capital of £251,000. } 

By Mr. MeLtor: That would be for the best possibly constructed works— | 
new works, in tact. 1 allow this company £100,000 additional for the works | 
having been bought from another company. } 

By the Commirree: I estimate the amount of capital required in Sheffield 
at £500 per million cubic feet of gas made annually; in some places I should 
put it at £700. 

The CuarrmMan: The preamble says—* And whereas the company in the 
carrying on their undertaking have incurred debts properly chargeable 
against capital, and which are not secured by any instrument under the 
company’s seal, to the amount of £20,000 or thereabouts, so that they have 
only £3425 or thereabouts applicable to the extension of their works.” 
What do you say as to that? 

Witness: I heard what Mr. Unwin said about that, and my impression 
is that they have not written off enough for depreciation, and that the 
capital stands higher than the constructive value of the concern as applied 
to the supply of gas to Sheffield. 

Mr. MunbDELt said he gathered from the remarks which had fallen from 


respecting the sale of shares by auction until the discussion upon clauses, 
The CHAtrMAN said the committee would hear Mr. Mundell if he hada 
clause to propose hereafter, but it formed no objection to the preamble. 
Mr. Burke said the only point was this—the question was raised by the 


attack the petition, but the committee stopped him, and therefore he re- 
served all remarks and evidence upon the point, so that he was at this dis- 
advantage—his learned friend would have hereafter the right of reply on 
him if he were allowed to bring up a clause on the subject. 

Mr. MunpDE 1 said,to obviate that difficulty in his friend’s mind, he would 
introduce the subject by way of proviso to one of the clauses. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Burke: I have only known Sheffield familiarly 
since last December. That was not the first time I visited it, but the first 
time I made much inquiry about it. I was called in by the corporation I 
believe betore the deposit of this bill. I was down there about two days, and 
visited all the works. The works at Neapsend were not one-fifth occupied 
in making gas. I do not mean that not one-fifth of the retorts were in 
work, but there were only a few retorts erected, some of which were at 
work and some of them not, but the new house was practically unoccupied. 
The retort-house seemed to me pretty well completed. I do not say the | 
retorts were complete, but I say, if you were to fill the house, it would make 
gas for perhaps the whole of Sheffield. The house exists and a portion of 
the retorts, the house forming a large portion of the expense necessary for | 
manufacturing gas. I should think, from the size of the house, it 1s in- | 
tended for a coal-store, but it was not so used at that time. I admit that 
coal-stores are necessary, but not to the extent of that house, because the | 
works are close to the collieries, and the company can get coal daily. I do| 
not know of any company supplying a town so large as Sheffield without 
having a coal-store, but I do not know that this building is erected there for 
that purpose. I cannot say what is the intention of the architect, but I 
should say it is not a coal-store, but a retort-house of a very magnificent 
description. They were using the unfilled portions, where the retorts will 
be for a coal-store. 

By the Commirree: There is room for 400 or 500 retorts in the part used 
for a coal-store. ‘They had coal there, but the place was by no means full | 
of coal. They do not require a coal-store there as we do here in London. 

The CHarrMAN: What is the number of retorts that Mr. Unwin gave us. 

Mr. Unwiy: We worked 500 last winter, and we are constructing 140 








Cross-examination continued: If they think they require a coal-store, 
and do not occupy part of this building for that purpose, they must build 
one. I can hardly think that they want it; the house is of such extra- 
ordinary width in front of the retorts, and, considering that the Sheffield}! 
Company get their coals by railway almost daily, there is plenty fil 
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room to put four or five days consumption of coals before the retorts 
without any store if they do not have that building. I do not think 
it would be prudent for a company to work totally without a coal-store. 
Coal-stores and additional retorts, if necessary, mnst cost money. I do 
not know that the company are now at the end of their capital. I think 
it was stated that there was £27,000 to be called up. I know nothing of 
the financial affairs of the company except from the statements of the pro- 
moters. My instructions from the corporation were simply to look at the 
works, not to make out a case for the non-creation of fresh capital. It was 
with regard to the rating that I was consulted. There was some dispute 
about the amount to be paid for rates, and I “went there, on behalf of the 
guardians, to examine the gas-works with reference to that question. I 
did not visit the Sheffield Gas-Works on behalf of tee corporation. In 
some of the works of which I am the lessee I do all the business connected 
with the supply of gas; in others I make the gas and supply it to the com- 
pany. The two works where I only manufacture gas are those connected 
with the War Department, at Aldershot, and Victoria Hospital. I hold 
gas-works at Dover, Canterbury, and Waterford. All these places are 
manufacturing towns, more or less. Dover and Aldershot are not manu- 
facturing towns in the ordinary acceptation of the term; but there are 
manufactories there—oil-mills and so on, where they manufacture oil-cake, 
crush linseed, &c.—and there is also a foundry business there. I have 
found the consumption of gas increase in these localities in a very rapid 
jratio—as much as from 10 to 15 per cent. per annum. Of course it is likely 
jto increase in manufacturing towns more than in non-manufacturing 
jtowns; but in the towns I have mentioned it has gone on increasing at 10 
|per cent. In these towns our dividends are limited only by the amount of 
consumption. The more consumption there is, the more dividend we 
have. It may be 5 per cent. or more—it depends upon our success. 
At Dover we charge 4s. 6d., with 5 per cent. discount, and our illu- 
minating power is 12 candles; at Canterbury we charge 4s., and our 
jiluminating power is 14 candles. At Aldershot Iam simply the manu- 
jfacturer, the Government providing the works. I charge them about 
|2s. 3d. per 1000 cubic feet, I think. 1 do not know what it is sold for at 
| Aldershot. I found some of the works at Sheffield ina dilapidated state; 
jit will involve the expenditure of money to put them in order. I have no 
jdoubt that the consumption of gas will go on increasing there. lam not 
| |a@ware that the corporation have the power of preventing an inexpedient 
outlay in those districts where the company have parliamentary powers. 
I think it likely that in the outskirts of Sheffield manufactories and works 
are rising up day by day; but I do not know that of my own knowledge. 
If it is so, 1 think the company have the power to supply them. It is de- 
sirable that they should have adequate capital to enable them to do so. 
The expenditure of that capital, if placed under proper restriction, would 
be a benefit to the public; but the question in my mind is whether they 
are under proper restrictions. Taking the supply of gas at 503 million per 
jannuin, and the capital at £600 per million, that would be £301,800. I am 
jaware that buildings constructed many years ago are not so perfect as 
modern experience and knowledge enables us to make them; and therefore 
|it is that I say you should write off the depreciated value of your works. I 
|consider that future generations should not be required to pay interest on 
j excessive capital caused by the circumstances in which their predecessors 
|were placed. I think, the company having done their best according to 
their light and experience at the time, that if their works are not so perfect 
as they might be now, they ought to write off a sum from their capital for 
|depreciation. This should be out of the revenue, certainly, and writing off 
that for depreciation, yon would keep up your capital to the proper amount 
only. Of course the company must charge a proper price, to keep up their 
dividend. By this mode, the present generation, who have had the benefit 
of it, pay for it; but by the other mode, a public who have had 
\nothing to do with it—namely,'a future generation—would pay for it. Ido 
not consider that the whole of the depreciation arises from the works not 
having been constructed with all the modern improvements, but there have 
}; been certain agitations in Sheffield which have resulted in increasing the 
|capital of thecompany. I do not say if these agitations were right or wrong. 
Isay nothing about that; I only state the facts. They may have been brought 
jabout by the company’s bad conduct, or they may not. All I can say is 
this, that the capital of the company should not be permanently increased 
to maintain a dividend on that capital. I did not say that I should allow 
£100,000 for those works in consequence of their not being erected with all 
the modern improvements. I said the capital now is large, and that you 
ought to ascertain the proper amount required for the undertaking, and to 
that add £100,000, and you would have enough, compared with your present 
capital. That is my opinion, without going into the valuation. I believe 
the company were before Parliament in 185d, and I have thought it singular 
that they got the large district which they got at that time. I was not en- 
gaged on the bill, so that I cannot say if they got the capital fixed by Par- 
liament as representing the amount invested in the works. My knowledge 
of what is going on in the outlying districts of Sheffield is not very large. 
Iam not aware whether there are large works being constructed in that 
district or not. If there are, and this company can supply them, let them 
do so; but, in justice to the inhabitants of Sheffield, I say that they ought 
|to be supplied at a lower price than the people in the outlying districts. If 
I were building large works in these districts I would not ask for gas from 
[the gas company at Sheffield, for I know that to lay down a long main that 
| would be remunerative would be so expensive that I should be able to make 
my own gas cheaper. I know it ought to be charged at a high rate, and if 
it was not I should be getting my gas at the expense of somebody else. The 
| supply of gas tothe manufacturers is, of course, an advantage to them. 
|My suggestion is not that these outlying people should be charged such 
a sum as should, in fact, deter them from taking the gas; but I assert 
| that you cannot distribute the gas to those people at the same price as to 











the peopleof Sheffield and make the same profit. I said that if I was erect- 
jing works out there, I should not ask the Sheffield Company to supply me, 
for I should know that the expense was such that I could better manufac- 
| sare the gas for myself. I say again that they should charge a higher 

price, and that that higher price should be determined by the extra cost of 
| sending the gas to those districts. I did not say that if an adequate price 
was charged I could not take the company’s gas; what I did say was that 
the chances were that I would not. I will suppose myself to be in the posi- 
tion of erecting works in the country near Sheflield, within the boundary 
of this bill. I say, then, if there were no gas near there, I should not ask 
the gas company at Sheflicid to send the gas to me, because I should know 
that the expense would be so great that I could manufacture it cheaper 
than they could supply me, if they charged a fair price. What would be a 
fair price depends upon circumstances. The principle is, that the nearer 
you are to the gas-works the cheaper you should get the gas; but it is 


carrying the principle too far to say that every separate street should be 
served according to a graduated scale. You cannot have abstract justice. 











Re-examined by Mr. MunpEu: From my experience I think that whether 
the company will expend their capital or not in these districts depends 
on whether they can allot shares totheir shareholders at a profit. I should 
say if the question*is whether they should borrow money at 4 or 5 per cent., 
orraise fresh share capital at 10 per cent., they would bemore inclined to waste 
their capital. The Sheffield Company are a very prosperous body, and they 
deserve Credit for it, but I think there are some limits which might be put 
to the chances of their being still more successful; therefore, I do not think 
that they shouid have 10 per cent. on the whole of this new capital. I have 
heard of the borrowed capital of £80,000 that has been recently converted into 
share capital, and it is an element, in my opinion, that the increased rate of 
interest isa heavy burden on the gas consumers. My impression is that, 
whether this bill passes or not, the price of gas in Sheffield will be very 
shortly 3s. per 1000 feet. Thecompany are quite able to do it, whether you 
give them 10 per cent. or 7 per cent. 1 went to Sheffield for the me of 
rating the gas-works. They are rated on the letable value. I may tell 
you we had to exclude from our valuation an immense amount of property 
there, simply because it had been erected within the last twelve months. 
The next rating may possibly include that. Referring to the works at 
Neapsend, from what I saw I have every reason to suppose that the money 
will be expended there, and not at the old works. Looking at the price of 
iron in Sheffield, and considering that the materials are all at hand, and 
the works of great magnitude, I think you might put the necessary capital 
at £550 for every million cubic feet of gas manufactured perannum. I would 
not put itso low as £500. I donot know that the corporation havea 
check upon the erection of retort-houses and gasholders improvidently, but 
if they have a check upon the laying down of mains in unproductive dis- 
tricts, there is uo reason why they should not have a check on the other 
also. The laying down of mains is a small expense in comparison with the 
other plant of a gas company. I should say that in Sheffield for the last 
two or three years not one-fourth would be expended for that purpose, com- 
pared with the outlay for improvement of the works. They have plenty of 
room at Neapsend in the yard to stow coal, irrespective of the retort-house, 
for they have six acres of land. My impression is, that they intend to make 
that house also a coal-store as much as they want, and at the same time to 
fill it with retorts. It is very wide, having three times as much width in 
front of the retorts as is usual. I presume that it is meant for the reception 
of coal, and a very good arrangement too. I do not think there is any oc- 
casion for further expenditure of capital on coal-stores. I understood there 
was a siding from the railway coming right up to the works through the 
retort-house to deposit coals direct from the waggons there. 


WEDNESDAY, Marcu 7. 

Mr. Hotway aeieet what was the amount of the reserved fund on the 
31st of December, 1865. 

Mr. Ricuarps said it was in evidence that the accounts were not made 
up to that date. ; 

Mr. Houway said that under the general Act of Parliament the company 
were bound to make up the accounts to the 31st of December, and deliver 
them within a month afterwards. ‘ 

Mr. Ricuarps said he was not able to say anything more than that in 
June it was £20,500, and that there was no doubt the amount would bea 
trifle more now—say £27,500. Under the Act of Parliament, the question 
of the obligation of the company to make up the accounts was merely to 
make up a yearly account, and deliver it before a certain date; and the said 
company’s accounts were always made up to the 30th of June. 

Mr. Alfred Penny, examined by Mr. Hotway. 

I am a civil engineer, ‘carrying on business at the Wenlock Iron-Works, 
London.. I have been engaged twenty years in designing and apc ng 
gas-works. I was lessee of the Portsmouth Gas-Works for three years. 
am acquainted with the details of the erection and management of gas- 
works, the supply of gas, and generally with the working of a concern of 
this kind. I visited the said gas-works last December, and also about two 
years previously, and valued them. I havea = knowledge of what is 
proposed to be done under the ers sought by this bill. Ido not know 
absolutely the districts round about Sheffield—Totley, Dore, Beauchief, and 
Kimberworth; but I have heard what Mr. Unwin stated, and can form an 
opinion of what their requirements would be from what he has stated. It 
is generally considered that the further a company extend their operations 
into a thinly populated district it will cost more than when they do it into a 
thickly populated district. 

Mr. Hotway: In your opinion, would it be a fair course for a company 
under.their parliamentary obligations that they should be allowed to charge 
the same for the gas supplied to such districts as the town of Sheffield? _ 

Witness : It seems quite apparent that, if the gas yr pd extend their 
operations into a thinly populated district, where they will necessarily get a 
less return for their money, the operation of the Gas-Works Clauses Act 
cannot be effective so soon as it otherwise would be—that is to say, for 
making a reduction to the inhabitants of Sheffield. The tendency of this 
bill would be to postpone the benefit of a reduction to the old district, unless 
some obligation was affixed, with regard to the price, to those outlying dis- 
tricts. In many cases a higher price is fixed by Act of Parliament for the 
supply beyond certain limits. I heard Mr. Unwin’s evidence with regard to 
the increase of capital, and the probable jwants of the company. I cannot 
fancy, from the knowledge acquired by visiting the works, and also from 
being thoroughly acquainted with their capabilities, and having heard the 
evidence, that anything like so much will be required for the next ten years 
as is proposed to be taken by this bill. I consider that from £100,000 to 
£150,000 is really all that would be necessary to spend in that time, taking 
into account the present condition of the works, and the estimated increase 
of population, based on the increase going on for the last ten years. I have 
heard it stated that the present capacity of the gasholders is more than equal 
to a day’s consumption; and there is also a very large retort-house at Neap- 
send, which, when filled with retorts, would almost supply the whole of 
Sheffield, independently of the works they now have. I consider a gas com- 
pany to be in a very good position when it has two-thirds to three-quarters 
storeage for a day’s consumption. Taking into consideration that the Shef- 
field Company have so large a storeage and so large a power of production, I 
consider they have anticipated to some extent their requirements for a con- 
siderable period. I should not hesitate, if I were asked to lease the works, 
to take the present storeage and the present means which they have at com- 
mand, to carry me on for at least five years. That would be taking the 
capital and borrowing powers, together £100,000, and £25,000 or £30,000 
borrowing powers, 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuarps : I did not go down to Sheffield engaged 
as a professional witness, I went there on other business distinct from this, 
but I happened to acquire that information. " 

Mr. Ricuarps: You were retained by the corporation to give evidence 
against the company just as I am retained to support their cause, were you 
not? 
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Witness: T imagine that my duty here is to inform the committee'to the 
best of my knowl r 

Mr. Ricnarps : But I ask in what spirit you went down to inquire? 

Witness : With the ‘determination to state the facts to the best of my 
knowledge, and to give my opinion fairly upon them, 

Mr. Ricuarps : How many retorts have they ? 

Witness : 1 have it stated that they have about 700, I think. 

Mr. RicHanrps: You do not yourself know then ? 

The Cuatrman: The committee require information as to whether the 
witness was retained by the corporation or not. 

Witness: I went down to Sheffieldin December last. When there I never 
heard a word about the corporation preparing to oppose the gas bill; neither 
was I retained until this day week. I examined into the gas question at the 
requisition of the township of Sheffield, on the question of rates, All the 
examination which I gave to the gas-works was with regard to the rating 
question entirely ; but I happen to have information, and I presume there 
is no objection to my using it. Ithink from £100,000 to £150,000 is as much 
additional capital as the company ought to ask for. I know they are send- 
ing out as much as 503 million cubic feet a year. I heard Mr. Unwin say 
they have gone on increasing for some time past at the rate of 10 or 104 per 
cent. per annum, so that their consumption is doubled in ten years. At 
Portsmouth the last year I was there the company made nearly 100 million 
cubic feet. At that time their capital was about £60,000. Icannot tell what 


it is now; it is very likely from £100,000 to £120,000. 
Mr. RicHarps : 
wants £120,000, what would it take to turn out 500 million? 


ow, if Portsmouth turns out 150 million feet a year and 
1 make it 


£400,000. 

Witness : Take the matter as it stands, Mr. Unwin stated that the capital 
invested up to now is £335,000. 

Mr. Richarps: With a debt as well? 

Witness : Yes; they are works that are capable of sending out half as 
much more gas as they are now supplying. 

Mr. Ricuarps: That is your opinion. 

Witness: No one will controvert it, I think. All the retorts are 
not in operation. Mr. Unwin stated that there were 100 retorts being 
put up in the new house, which are not in operation, The space now occu- 
|pied by coal stores could be filled with retorts. 

Mr, MuNDELL: Assuming they want coal stores at all. 

Mr, Ricuarps: Did you ever hear of gas-works that could get on without 

a coal store ? 

| Witness: I saw very little coal store there, and for a good reason. I saw 
| carts bringing up the coals as they were used. The gas-works stand close to 
|.a coal field 

| Mr. Ricuarps: Then, if they increase the manufacturing power, which 
| they have already, they would want to increase the purifying and condensing 
| power, I py ve 
| Witness : I found at the Neapsend works everything in the most complete 
|form—plenty of purifiers, and every sort of apparatus; and I should not be 
afraid to undertake to supply the whole of Sheftield from those works. 

| Mr. Ricuarps: If the corporation have the power of putting a veto on 
unremunerative extensions, do you not think they are sufficiently protected ? 

Mr. MunvELx: Limit the question to the mains, for that is all the power 
they have. 

Mr. Ricwarps: Well, take it with regard to the mains, or the power of 
|| going into unremunerative districts. 

Witness: If they exercise that power they can effectually prevent the 
extension of the works into unremunerative districts. 

Mr. Ricnarps: Your knowledge of the outlying districts is perhaps like 
my own—very limited. 

Witness : Yes, it is. 

Re-examined by Mr. MunpELL: I have heard that with regard to those 
outlying districts the veto of the corporation is subject to an appeal to the 
quarter sessions. Ido not know that if they can make up an account to 
show that it will pay 5 per cent. on the outlay for mains, they have the 
wight, by the 82nd clause of their Act, to go to the new district. I heard 
the quantity of storeage room given by Mr. Unwin as 3} million cubic feet ; 
‘and he said that there were in addition two small gasholders, of 100,000 
| cubic feet capacity, making a total of 3,600,000 feet in all. I have stated 
that it is generally considered that a gas company is in very good condi- 
tion when it has storeage equal to three-quarters of a day; but I know of a 
case in London where they are emptying their gasholders three times a day, 
and yet are supplying the public. I merely state that as a possibility, so 
that I say that at two-thirds to three-quarters the storeage would be suf- 
ficient; I think Iam putting it fairly for this company. I should think 
the retort-house at Neapsend is capable of containing 500 retorts, but Mr. 
Unwin talked of erecting only 180 more. They would cost about £20 each, 
or nearly £4000 in all, and I should say they could get 4000 feet a day from 
each, which would give about 800,000 feet more. 

Mr. Ricuarps: I am told that this very clause respecting extensions, 
which my learned friend is seeking to impugn, was introduced into the bill 
at the instance of the corporation—do you know that ? 

Witness : I do not. 

By the CHatnman: I went down to Sheffield without the interference of 
the corporation. 

Mr. MunpE.t said he was informed that these clauses were settled by 
arbitration. 

The Cuarrman: When did you first hear of the corporation ? 

Witness : I knew nothing about it. I had no idea I should ever be em- 
oe on this bill. I received my first communication from the corporation 

t Tuesday—not while I was in Sheffield. 

Mr. MuNnDELL said, in reference to the meter question, which he under- 
stood was to be dealt with when they came to consider clauses, he had to 
ask the committee for an order to bring up a witness of the name of Frede- 
tic Taunton, whose evidence was very important, and who declined to come 
unless under an order of the House, 

Mr. Ricuarps said Mr, Taunton was a meter inspector, and he could very 
Well understand that he would object to come forward voluntarily, lest he 
might offend some of his clients. He would only say that, as far as the pro- 
moters of the bill were concerned, they had not the slightest objection to 

s being called on the other side. 

After some conversation, it was arranged that if the attendance of the 
witness became necessary, an order should be obtained. 

Mr. MunDELL then addressed the committee in support of the petition of 
the corporation. He said, upon the preamble of the Bill, the question was 
now narrowed down to this—what was the amount of capital the company 
should be entitled to raise, and to what extent should they be allowed to ex- 
tend their district? The corporation did not desire to play the part of the 
dog in the manger with regard to the district, and if the committee should 
be of opinion that Kimberworth, on account of the growing works in that 
locality, should be inserted in the bill, they did not see any serious abjec- 














tion, because the additional capital required for the purpose was very small. 
With reference to the other districts, Totley, Beauchief, and Dore, it was 
clear from the evidence that not more than £1000 would be required to ex- 
tend the company’s maius for the supply of those places ; in fact, it ap 

to him that they had only been inserted in the bill to give some colour to 
the application for an increase of capital. The learned counsel proceeded at 
considerable length to deal with the antecedents of the company, quoting 
from the evidence of Mr. Unwin and the recitals in the preamble to show 
the way in which the capital had been raised, the borrowed money con- 
verted into shares, and the expenditure upon the works had taken 
place. He submitted that, even taking the company’s own statements as to 
the annual increase of consumption and the probable necessary additions to 
the works, they had made out no case for the enormous addition they ask 
for in their capital. hey rested their application upon the alleged 
fact that the demand for gas had gone on increasing 10} per cent. de 
anno in annum, and upon that they argued that they were entitled 
to ask for powers to double their capital to meet the prospective 
requirements of the next ten years. The argument, he contended, 
was a fallacious one. The great increase in consumption which bad lately 
taken place was occasioned by the reduction in the price of gas. They stated 
in the preamble of their bill that experience showed that the increase in the 
rate of dividend on the company’s capital, in proportion to the decrease of the 
general charge for gas, had worked beneficially for the public. They did not 
state that the enhanced sum they had received was in effect produced by the 
lowering of price, but every one knew that commercially it would be so; and 
inasmuch as the 6d. per 1000 which the gas was reduced amounted to 
£11,000 per annum, and more, it was clear they must have increased the 
amount of consumption to that extent since the time it was reduced. The 
company did not bring the question of the proposed increase of their capital 
before the committee in a fair way. They started in their evidence with the 
statement that thecapital in 1855 was £175,000. So it was; but immediately 
upon the amalgamation, which took place in the following year, it became 
£240,000, and in 1857 it was £284,000. So that supposing all that money 
was fairly expended on capital account, they had since that date—i.¢c., in nine 
years—only expended £65,000. additional. They had they stated laid out 
£90,000 in new works, and had only increased their capital £65,000. Where 
did the difference come from? Out of the profits of the company, of course. 
On their own showing, what right had they to ask for £350,000 additional 
capital to meet the anticipated demands upon them during the next ten years, 
plus £80,000 and plus about £100,000 of borrowed money. What ground 
could they show for it? Did the state and condition of their works justify 
it? They had ample storeage room to supply one-third more gas than at 
presentsupplied ; they had a new retort-house, in which with an expenditure of 
£4000 they could produce the quantity of gas spoken to by Mr. Penny; and 
experienced persons had stated in the course of this inquiry that the company 
would lay out all their money at Neapsend works, which were new, and not 
upon the other works, which were old. Beyond this outlay what else had 
been indicated as involving an outlay of capital? The company had been 
buying some land for £6000, which they had no occasion to use, as proved by 
their own witnesses, and which they did not put down any figure for, There 
was no evidence that they intended to erect new works at Brightside, and if 
they did £75,000 would be sufficient for the purpose. But in the bill they 
took power to job in land. By the 18th clause they were to be authorized te 
acquire or purchase in all fifty acres, and by the 19th clause to sell any land 
they did not want, so that they could buy and sell as often as they liked. — 

Mr. BurkE submitted that the learned counsel was not within the limits 
of his petition. 

Mr. MUNDELL said he was entitled to show that it was unnecessary they 
should have this power. Taking the cost of additional retorts at Neapsend 
at £4000, for mains in the outlying districts £3000 (there was no suggestion 
that new mains were required in Sheffield proper), that was all the expendi- 
ture which it was proved was necessary. He submitted then that if they 
were limited in reference to additional capital to £100,000, with no power to 
reborrow the £80,000 converted into shares, but with power to borrow 
£12,500 in respect of each £50,000 of new capital, they would have an ade- 
quate provision for their future demands, 

Mr. Burk said it now became his duty to answer the speech of his learned 
friend, and to point out what was the case for the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee would not trouble Mr. Burke, as they 
were of opinion the preamble of the bill was proved. 

The clauses were then proceeded with. 

On clause 7, 

Mr. MunpE xt said he presumed the committee, in passing the preamble, 
had determined to extend the company’s limits? 

The CuarrMaN said they had. 

Mr. Munpe.t said he had to propose an amendment upon this clause, 
viz., — £350,000 should be struck out, and that £100,000 should be 
inserted. 

Mr. Burke said the preamble of the bill was declared to be proved, and 
in the preamble the amount expended by the company was set out. It was 
reasonable therefore to assume that the committee were satisfied the money 
had been properly expended. 

The CuarrMAN said the question was whether the company wanted as 
much money again. 

Mr. Burke said the preamble distinctly stated that the company had only 
£3000 or £4000 in hand. 

Mr. MunDELL: Upon the evidence it is not so. 
nS The committee have no doubt you have no more than 
that. 

Mr. Burke proceeded to refer to the evidence of Mr. Unwin as to the ne- 
cessity for the proposed increase, and contended that the public of Sheffield 
had the most ample protection, the company would not expend money which 
was likely to be unremunerative. He referred to several recent Acts of Par- 
liament to show that the tendency of modern legislation had been to sanction 
the raising of such a sum as might reascnably be expected to be required for 
a certain number of years in advance, and was about to quote some of the 
allegations in the petition of the corporation in relation to the amount which 
the promoters of this bill sought to raise, when he was interrupted by 

The CHarnMAN, who said: You need not trouble yourself; the committee 
see no reason for lessening the amount. 

The clause was therefore agreed to. 4 ‘ 

On clause 10 being read, 

Mr. MuNDELL proposed to strike out that !clause, and to insert instead 
a clause providing that the rate of profit with regard to the additional capital 
should be 7 per cent. on the amount for the time wor up, so long as the 
company’s maximum price for gas should exceed 2s. 6d. per 1000, but after 
such maximum was reduced to 2s, 6d., and so long as such reduction con- 
tinued, then at the rate of 10 per cent. on the amount for the time being 
paid up. 

Mr. Burks opposed the amendment, and said the company’s clause was 
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framed on the principle adopted in the Act of 1855 at the suggestion of the 
corporation, and it had not been denied that that principle had worked satis- 
factorily. On the showing of the witnesses for the corporation he contended 
that a 2s, 6d. maximum was absolutely impracticable. 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee were of opinion that the clause should 
remain as it stood in the bill. 

On clause 11, 

Mr. MunDELL proposed to leave out all the words which authorized the 
a to reborrow the £86,000 which had been converted into share capital. 

r. BurKE said he did not understand his friend’s objection. It appeared 

to him that the more the company borrowed the better for the corporation, 
and he reminded the committee that according to the Standing Orders the 
company might have asked for borrowing powers to the extent of one-third 
of the new share capital, whereas they only asked for one-fourth. 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee thought the clause should stand as it 


was. 

On clause 15 being read, 

Mr. MunDELL proposed to substitute a new clause to the effect that the 
reserve-fund should be limited to £35,000, anything in the recited Act of the 
se | or the Gas Clauses Act notwithstanding. 

r. BuRKE objected that it was not fair to propose the abrogation of a 
general Act applicable to all companies in favour of the corporation. The 
company were entitled by that Act toa reserve-fund of 10 per cent. upon 
their actual subscribed capital, and experience showed that the contingencies 
to which gas companies were subject rendered such a provision absolutely 
essential, 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee did not see any reason for departing 
from the principle, and therefore rejected the clause proposed by Mr. 
Mundell. 

Clause 15 was then agreed to. 

Mr. Munpe 1 said he had now to bring up a clause which he was almost 
sure would share the fate of the one last proposed. It was to the effect that 
the company should be required to sell their new shares by auction. 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee were quite opposed to such a clause. 

"4 a MS, clause, 18 A, relating to the illuminating power of the gas, being 
read, 

Mr, Monpetx submitted a proposition to repeal the 88th section of the 
company’s Act, 1855, and to insert the words 15 sperm candles instead of 
12 wax candles, 

Mr. Burke said he did not object to the conversion of “‘ wax” into 
* sperm,” but he objected to the number being fixed at 15. 

Mr. MunveEtt submitted that his learned friend was precluded from oppo- 
sition on this point by the report of the referees. 

The CuarrMan ruled that the point was already settled by the referees. 

Mr. MUNDELL said, with reference to the illnminating power of the gas, 
the 90th section of the Sheffield Gas Act provided for the erection of an ex- 
perimental meter on the company’s works, and if the corporation sought to 
enforce any penalty against the company the testing of the gas must be made 
there. Practically, what had been hitherto done was this :—An arrangement 
had been made by which the testing of the gas took place in Dr. Bingley’s 
laboratory, but no penalty could be enforced if the gas was found of deficient 
illuminating power there. He proposed, therefore, that the 90 and 91 sec- 
tions of the company’s Act should be repealed, and that clauses should be 
inserted in this bill making provision for testing the gas at some place near 
the centre of the town of Sheffield, and that testing-place, when erected, 
should be in the custody of the corporation. Also that the company should 
give all proper facilities for testing their gas, and should be subject to penal- 
ties and costs in case of the illuminating power being below the standard. 

Mr. Burke said this was a question entirely for the referees. Besides, in 
the petition of the corporation there was no allegation that they were dis- 
satisfied with the present testing-place. 

After some discussion on this point, the committee decided that the question 
might be gone into. 

Mr. Burke then submitted that such provision was unnecessary, for although, 
as a matter of convenience, the company allowed their gas to be tested at Dr. 
Bingley’s, cm had already erected a testing apparatus at their office, which 
was considered a part of their works, in the most central part of the town, 
and the corporation, on giving them two hours notice, may proceed at any 
time to test the gas. 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee thought the clause proposed by Mr. 
Mundell was quite unnecessary. 

On clause 20 and the postponed portion of the preamble, relating to the 
meter question, being read, 

Mr. Burke said he did not propose to make any speech, but would hand 
in eighteen Acts of Parliament, passed in the last. two years, in each of 
which there were clauses analogous to those now proposed by the promoters. 

Mr. MuNDELL said he should object to these Acts being given in evidence. 
Every case must depend upon its own merits. 

Mr. Burke said he did not believe there was any town in the kingdom 
where there were greater variations of level than at Sheffield, and the fact of 
eighteen Acts of Parliament having been so recently passed containing clauses 
on this meter question was primd facie evidence that the Sales of Gas Act 
was defective. He would now call a witness in support of the clauses. 

Mr. George Dethridye, examined by Mr. Burke. 

Under the Sales of Gas Act it is required that public inspectors shall be 
appointed for the purpose of inspecting the accuracy of the meters in use by 
consumers. I have been appointed sole inspector for the southern divi- 
sion of the metropolis, by the Metropolitan Board of Works. My district 
extends to from near Woolwich, and includes the whole of the south side of 
the Thames. I was appointed nearly 4} years ago. I have had very con- 
siderable experience of the working of the Sales of Gas Act. I have read 
clauses 20, 21, and 22, in this bill, which are proposed to be inserted as an 
amendment on that Act. Ido not know enough about the elevations in 
Sheffield to speak of them. 

Mr. Burke: There are great variations of level there—take that from 
me. 

Mr. MunpELL: Let us take 300 feet as the fair average. 

Mr. Burke: Five hundred feet; we must take the extremes, (To witness:) 
Is it necessary, in the first place, that the meter employed by the consumer 
should be of sufficient capacity to register all the gas supplied through that 
meter! 

Witness ; I think so. 

Mr. BurKE: Now, the 20th clause says that ‘every consumer of gas sup- 
plied by the company shall, at all times, at his own expense, keep in proper 
order every meter not belonging to the company, and used by him, whereby 
any gas supplied by the company is registered; and the meter shall be of a 
size proportionate to the number and size of the gas-burners connected 
therewith, and sufficient for correctly registering the gas actually consumed.” 
In your judgment is such a provision as that necessary to secure that the 
quantity of gas consumed shall be accurately measured ? 





Witness: I think it quite reasonable and proper. 
Mr. Burke: Do you find in practice that, on the other hand, consumers 
very frequently buy a small meter, and then go on adding burners, without 
buying a ~—— one? 
itness: Very often. Perhaps, they have begun in a small way of busi-- 
ness, and then extended their lights ; but they do not extend the meter in pro- 
orton. That affects considerably the accurate measurementof the gas. I have: 
nown casesin which the meter has passed gasto the extent of 50 or 60 per cent.,. 
or even the whole extent of its capacity, without registering at all. I think 
the provisions in these clauses—that where the company find the consumer 
has 40 or 60 lights, and only a 20-light meter, to require the consumer to: 
increase his meter in proportion to his lights—both reasonable and proper. 

By the CHarnMaN: The bulk of meters in London are supplied by the gas- 
— therefore, they exercise the necessary powers themselves. 1 de 
not know how it is in Sheffield. There is power under the Gas Clauses Act 
that any consumer may purchase his own meter, and I apprehend this clause 
is to meet that case. 

_ Ouareman: Your power of goingfin and examining applies to all 
meters ? 

Mr. Burke: No doubt. 

The Cuarrman: This clause applies to all meters, does it not ? ’ 

Mr. Burke: It applies to meters not supplied by the company ; that is 
~~ of the clause. 

he CHAIRMAN (to witness) : Where a company has supplied the meter,. 
and a party unduly adds lights, how do you manage that ? 

Witness: We have nothing to do with that, as meter inspectors—the com- 
pany, I apprehend, through their inspector—would tell him the meter was 
improper, and change it themselves. 

The CHAIRMAN: No such clause would be necessary then ? 

Witness: No; I apprehend that the companies de exercise that power . 

Examination resumed: Itis certainly necessary to have a meter of adequate 
size in proportion to the burners. Ifa party chose to put on additional bur- 
ners, I consider it reasonable that the company should have the power to 
ascertain that fact by inspection ; and, if they thought fit, to take away the 
meter, to see if it registered properly. If the meters are not subject to in- 
spection the consumers have the power in their own hands to add additional 
burners. If the meter is not of adequate size, the consumer may be defraud- | / 
ing the company. 

{r. BuRKE: Without supposing fraud, is it the fact that you are obliged 
by the Act of Parliament to test the meters according to one pressure? 

Witness : Yes; according to the half-inch pressure. Supposing all the 
gas to be consumed on the same level, that is a fair |test—z.¢., it is; 
uniform. 

Mr. Burke: Supposing there was a variation of level amounting to 400: 
or 500 feet, would the meter, tested on the level at half an inch pressure, be; 
a fair means of testing at that elevation? 

Witness : There would be a variation if the pressure was largely in- 
creased ; not so large as from using the meter beyond its capacity; but still 
there would be a variation; so that a meter which would register fairly at 
one level, might register unfairly at another level. The half-inch pressure} 
is too low, it being below the uniform or average standard pressure, and I) 
should think an inch would be nearer. If a meter, tested according to the | 
half-inch pressure, was inaccurate at a higher elevation, it would be just} 
to the consumer and producer that the meter should be adjusted to make it | 
accurate. Under the terms of the General Act that cannot be done. 

Mr. Burke: Under these circumstances, do you think it consistent with 
justice and propriety ? 

Mr. MunpDELL objected to the question. 

Mr. Burxe: You have no interest in any gas company, have you? 

Witness : No. 

Cross-examined by Mr. MuNDELL: Before I was appointed inspector, I 
was in the gas-fitting business. I have made parts of meters. In my 
earliest career I began with Mr. Clegg, at the origin of the invention of 
gas-meters. I have tried many experiments with regard to the registration 
of meters, under varying pressure, before I became inspector. I also tried 
it last Saturday, but not for the purpose of this examination. It was be- 
cause the question had been ng to me, and I thought, as a matter of 
curiosity, the better way would be to take ten or a dozen meters in my 
office, and test them at great varieties of pressure. I obtained the pressure 
by weight on the gasholder. One meter, made by the London Meter Com- 
pany, at two inches pressure registered 1:42 per cent. fast; at one inch the 
same ; at a pressure of half an inch the same ; but at three inches it was 
3°73 fast, and I attribute that more to the quantity passed through, because;|’ 
the quantity in the last case was at the rate of 170 feet per hour upon a 
10-light meter. With that pressure the gas passed through would be con- 
sumed by the burner, but it would not be registered properly at the meter,, 
because the meter was being used beyond its capacity. 

Mr. MunDELL: Do you mean to represent that if the meter is only cal- 
culated for five lights, and you put on eight burners, it will not register as- 
much gas as the burners consume ? 

Witness : I do not believe that with so small a difference there would be- 
any variation ; but if you get considerably beyond that there would be a 
difference. It would make 6 to 10 per cent. difference, but it would depend: 
on the construction of the meter, because the difference would not be uni- 
form with every meter. In some meters I have found the difference as high 
as 40 per cent.; and, in fact, from a meter being continually used beyond 
its capacity, the valves become unsound, and it ceases to register at all. 

Mr. MUNDELL: That is a badly constructed meter. Now take the case of 
a properly constructed meter; what is the greatest amount of variation ? 

Witness : My evidence applies to well-constructed meters, if badly used. 

Mr. MuNDELL: But you can have the meter back, and have it retested 
under the Sales of Gas Act, supposing you went to a house in which you 
found a radically defective meter ? 

Witness : But 1 do not go. If a company found that to be the case, they 
would have to apply for magisterial interference to enable them to have the 
meter retested. 

Mr. MunDELL: We will assume a properly constructed and sound meter 
—what is the greatest variation that you say will exist with a 5-light meter 
and 15 gaslights behind it? 

Witness: Supposing a meter is properly constructed, even a 5-light meter 
may have 15 lights upon it, and when it is new there may not be great de- 
rangement, but from continued ill usage the derangement increases and be- 
comes very large indeed. 

oe CHAIRMAN (to Mr. Mundell): You are not content with the 20th 
clause ? 

Mr. MunpeEti: Yes, I am. 

Mr. Burke: He says that a meter for one light will do for 50. 

Mr. MunpDELL : Yes, I do. 

The CHArRMaN: It appears to me the 20th clause applies to meters sup- 
plied by the consumers themselves. 























}| Parliament, and it was his own, and the company said he must have another, 





|| The hours mentioned in the clause are between nine in the morning and six 


]| Magisterial powers are exercised the cause of fraudis removed. I apprehend 
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Mr. MunpEti: And that is the great objection, because it places the 
monopoly of supplying meters in the hands of the gas company. 

The CHAIRMAN: Do you object to the first three lines in clause 20? 

Mr. MUNDELL: We object to the whole clause, because we say we ought 
to be left under the general law. (To witness:) Do you know why 5/10ths of 
an inch was taken as the standard pressure ? 

Witness : I apprehend 5/10ths of an inch was taken as the standard pres- 
sure, because it was considered as the average working pressure. 

Mr, MUNDELL: Because, the more delicate the test, the greater the cer- 
tainty—was not that the object ? : 

Witness: That was one object, but I think not the chief. My idea is, 
that if a meter is to be used, say at 500 feet elevation, it should be subjected 
to a pressure of linch. I was not the framer of the Act. 

Mr. MunpELL: I have him here (pointing to Mr. George Glover). Was 
not the delicacy of the test the main reason ? 

Witness : I think not. I think all meters should be subjected toa pressure 
of linch, as being nearer the average working pressure. That would be 
sufficient if the meter were used at a height of 500 feet. I do not say that, 
if it were then tested with a_grosser pressure, it would not show any varia- 
tion at all at that height. Ithink it would. Supposing you were using a 
meter on the floor of this room, and you took that meter to the top of the 
Victoria Tower, I agrees there would be a variation, but I have not made 
the experiment. e pressure I used in my experiments was 3 inches. 
The meters I experimented with were all dry meters. I do not know that 
all the meters in Sheffield, with few exceptions, are wet meters. My tests 
are not equally applicable to wet meters as to dry meters. The reason I did 
not experiment with wet meters was because I had not time. I have made 
other experiments with wet meters. 

Mr. MuNDELL: Are not those dry meter experiments utterly inapplicable 
to the present question > 
Witness : I do not know that. 

Mr. MunDELL: Supposing a dry meter were used at a height of 300 feet, 
_ that case your experiments would be applicable, and not without. Is 
at so? 
Witness : It is so. 
Mr. MunDEKL: What would be the effect of increased pressure on a dry 
meter—do you mean to say it would register against the company? 
Witness ; In some cases it would be the opposite, but I have found them 
register largely against the company. With a wet meter, if there are more 
burners upon it than there should be, the tendency would be that the meter 
would discontinue to act at all, and the lights would go out. That would 
not defraud the company. Many cases have occurred in which, with too 
many lights behind a meter, the company have been injured by gas passing 
through unregistered. I do not think it would be wise to interfere, sup- 
osing a man had a 6-light meter, and there were six or seven lights on it ; 
ut I apprehend that it is a judicious and proper protection on the part of the 
company that they should have power if they find a man burning ten or 
fifteen lights with a 5-light meter to require him to changeit, The inspector 
can always tell how many lights a man has been burning by going over his 
house. The usual average consumption of a burner is 4 or 5 feet per hour, 
so that if he had five lights burning it would be about 25 feet per hour. 
There would be no harm even if a. man had fifteen lights upon a 5-light 
meter, supposing he only burns five atatime. I think it is a protection, 
but not a sufficient one, to require that the consumer should burn gas under 
a legally stamped meter, according to the 16th section of the.Gas Clauses Act. 
I think that Act requires amendment. If a consumer had eleven lights 
burning on a 10-light meter, it would be an arbitrary act on the part of the 
company to make him discontinue that meter, but if his number of burners 
were considerably increased I think he ought to be required to have a larger 
meter. 
Mr. Munpetxi: Supposing a man had bought a meter under the Act of 


do you not think that the result would be that in order not to be subjected 
to that annoyance again he would buy a meter from the company, because 
the company could otherwise subject him to that annoyance again? 
Would it not tend to make a monopoly of hiring in the company? 

Witness: It would have a tendency to make it more advantageous to the 
consumer to buy the meter from the company. 

Mr. Munpe.L: Do you not think he ought to have the option? 

Witness : He has the option under the Act of Parliament. 

Mr. Munprti: But under this clause the company would say, “‘ We are 
the right shop for meters.”’ 

Witness : It would not give them that power. 

The Cuarrman: Not directly? 

Witness : It might give it them indirectly, and if they exercise it in a 
petty case it would be a very injudicious act. 

Mr. MunpDELL: Now, with regard to the next clause—clause 21. Doyou 
think it is reasonable that the company should have the power to enter “‘ and 
inspect any meter, whether belonging to the company or not, in order to as- 
certain whether the same is proper for correctly measuring or registering the 
gas actually consumed, and for that purpose to take off and remove the meter, 
and to test its actual measuring or registering power, and afterwards to re- 
place it; and the taking off, removing, testing, inspecting, and replacing, 
shall be done so as to cause as little inconvenience to the consumer, or inter- 
ruption to his business, as may be,” whenever they like? 

Witness : I cannot see any objection to that. 

Mr. MuxpELL: Do you think they ought to have the power to take the 
meter away? They cannot test it in the house, can they ? 

Vitness : No; they cannot. 
_ Mr. MunpEtL: Suppose a gentleman is going to dinner, and they come 
im at six o’clock and take away his meter; is he to be without light ? 
Witness : That is an extreme case, and one which is not likely to happen. 


in the afternoon; and nocompany would exercise those powers in the winter, 
even up to six o’clock. It is not reasonable a meter should be taken away at 
the time it is most wanted, unless a by-pass is provided, so that the gas is con- 
sumed without passing through the meter. I do not think six o’clock would 
be an undue time in the summer, but it would in the winter. I know the 
Gas Clauses Act. 

a. Mune: Do you think it reasonable that, at their mere pleasure, 
they should have the right to go to a man’s house and take away his meter, 
when under the general law they must have an order from the justices ? 


oe Witness : It being necessary under the general law to acquire an order 
rom the justices, the Act is virtually defeated, because by the time the 





the power given by this clause would only be exercised in cases of suspected 
raud. Under the 26th section of the Gas Clauses Act you must give 24 hours | 


yan the very fact of giving that notice defeats the intention in cases 














' that laid down for the case of competing bills by the Standing Orders of the 


Mr. Munpett: Then, in fact, this Sales of Gas Act, of which you are an 
inspector, is utterly useless in practice ? 

itness : You have not heard me say so. 

By the Carman: I think the Act is defective in this one respect, and 
capable of amendment 

r. MUNDELL: If that be so, it is a reason for the General Act being 
amended, and not for special legislation for Sheffield. 

Witness: It isa reason for both. I still think it is reasonable for a gas 
inspector to take away a man’s meter to test it without notice, assuming it 
would always be injudicious to exercise the power improperly. 

Mr. Munpetx: Public bodies are always judicious, no doubt. 

Witness: L apprehend they are almost always bound to be so by public 
opinion. 
m ~ eee Does not a stamped meter fairly represent the pressure of 

e gas 

Witness : It fairly represents the pressure of the gas under the circum- | 
stances under which it was stamped—that is to say, as prescribed by the Act | 
of Parliament. My district is not a hilly district; it is more level than any | 
in London. So far as my experience goes, I know nothing of the effect of 
different vertical heights on meters. I have been in the habit of experi- 
menting on this subject for many years. WhenI wasin business, from 1830 
onward, I made many thousands of experiments on wet meters with regard 
to different heights. I was a boy when I first went to assist Mr. Clegg. My 
father was Mr. Clegg’s foreman, and I was taken into the works. 

* Re-examined by Mr. Burke: I underwent an examination before being 
appointed by the Board of Works. I have tested something like 50,000 
meters. The effect of adding a good many more lights than a meter is con- 
structed for would be to throw it out of gear, so that eventually it will not 
register at all. I therefore consider it essential that the meter should be 
fairly apportioned to the quantity of gas burned. The company could have 
no Seats interest in removing a meter if it was registering correctly. 
The company would have to pay all costs in the event of the meter register- 
ing accurately. 

Mr. George Mills, examined by Mr. Ricwarps. 
I am gas-meter inspector for the western district of the metropolis. I was | 
appointed in 1861, and have held the appointment ever since. For seven | 

ears previously I had held a similar appointment under the Local Act of 
Southwark, and have had considerable experience in these matters. I have 
heard the evidence of Mr. Dethridge, and agree with what he states. 

Cross-examined by Mr. MuNDELL: What were you before you became an 
inspector ?. 

he CuarrMAN: Is that necessary to ascertain? The committee think 
the general law is defective, but they object to supplement it in this way, 
and therefore they disallow these clauses. 

The remaining clauses of the bill were proceeded with, and verbal amend- 
ments made therein. 

The bill was then passed, and the chairman directed to report the same 
to the House. 








ALDRINGTON, HOVE, AND BRIGHTON GAS BILL, 
AND BRIGHTON AND HOVE GENERAL GAS BILL. 
Tuurspay, Marcu 8. 


Mr. O'MALLEy, Q.C., and Mr. Wi.KiNson appeared for the promoters of 
the first-named bill, and in opposition to the second; Mr. Burks, Q.C., Mr. 
Ricuarps, Mr. ARCHIBALD, and Mr. Rriey for the second bill, and in oppo- 
sition to the first; Mr. Jounstone, Q.C., and Mr. Rounp appeared for the 
Corporation of Brighton; Mr. Cripps, Q.C., and Mr. PemBer for owners 
and occupiers of property at Cliftonville and Hove; Mr. O’MALuEy and Mr. 
Wixxkrson also appeared for the inhabitants of parishes and places sup- 
plied with gas; Mr. Pemper for the West Hove Improvement Commis- 
sioners; Mr. GRANTHAM for the commissioners of New Shoreham Harbour; 
Mr. Rounp for the trustees of the late Mr. Vallance; and Mr. O'Ma..ey for 
the trustees of the late Mary Ingram. 

The following is the report of the referees on the bill of the Brighton and 
Hove Company in reference to the petitions of— 


1. Mary Ingram and Others (as devisees under the will of H. Ingram). 
2. The Corporation of Brighton. 

8. The Promoters of the Aldrington, Hove, and Brighton Gas Bill. 

4. The Inhabitants of the Parishesand Places supplied by the company. 


5. West Hove Improvement Commissioners. 


The objects of this bill submitted for the consideration of the referees are, to in- 
crease the limits of the district of the company, and to take additional lands. 

The gas at present supplied by the Brighton and Hove Company has, upon the 
a an illuminating power equal to 12} candles, and it is of a sufficient pure 

uality. 
° The supply is sufficient in quantity. 

‘The prices charged are—at Brighton and Hove, 4s.; at New Shoreham, Kingston, 
and Southwick, 5s.; and at Portslade, 6s. per 1000 feet. 

For the public lamps at Brighton, £4; at Hove, £4 10s.; and at New Shoreham, | 
£2 5s. each per annum. 

The pressure at the town-hall and also at the company’s office, Ship Street, is 
sufficient for ali purposes, being at its minimum about the pressure due to 7/10ths 
of an inch of water. 

The present cost of production is 2s. 9d. per 1000 feet, exclusive of any charge for 
interest on capital. 

The present place of testing pressure and illuminating power at the company’s 
office in Ship Street (which is about two miles from the place of manufacture) is well 
suited for that purpose, being at a sufficient distance (over 1000 yards) from the place 
of manufacture ; but an officer to be appointed for that purpose ought to have access | 
at all reasonable times to said office for the purpose of testing without giving pre- 
vious notice to the company. 

The testing-burner described in the bill is suitable for the purpose, but a model of 





it should be deposited. 

From the evidence laid before them, the referees are of opinion that gas of an 
illuminating power of 15 candles can be manufactured at Hove, at 2s. 9d. per 1000 | 
feet, including charges for repairs and depreciation of plant, and they are of opinion | 
that this quality would be suitable for the district of this company, 

An additional sum of 1s. per 1000 feet would, on the amount of gas supplied by 
this company, pay a dividend of 10 per cent. on the capital to be invested in the 
works necessary to provide that supply. 

The maximum prices proposed to be charged are—at Hove, 4s.; at New Shoreham, 
5s.; and at all other places, 6s. per 1000 feet. 

No differential cost of supply will occur in the parts of the company’s district now 
lighted by them, save in the district of Portslade and Preston, where an additional 
charge of 6d. per 1000 feet would be a full compensation. 

The cost of supply in no part of the district will exceed 5s. per 1000 feet, including | 
10 per cent. dividend. 

The piece of land distinguished as marked B in the second schedule to this bill is 
well suited for gas-works, but no powers are taken in this bill to obtain access from 
same to the high road. W. Srvart, Chairman. 


After some discussion in reference to the mode in which the inquiry 
should be conducted, it was arranged that the course adopted should be 
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Mr. O’MALLey, in opening the case for the Aldrington, Hove, and Brighton 
Gas Bill, said this was a bill to incorporate a company for the establish- 
ment of gas-works in the parish of Aldrington, in the county of Sussex, 
and for more effectually lighting with gas the town of Brighton, and various 
parishes and places in the vicinity. The title of the bill sufficiently showed 
the object of the promoters, and the map before the committee indicated 
the district proposed to be supplied. There were already two gas companies 
in existence in Brighton, the first being the old Brighton Company, which, 
for convenience, he would call the Blackrock Company; the other the 
Brighton and Hove General Gas Company, for whom his learned friends on 
the other side ap d. Having pointed out the districts supplied by these 
companies, and the district comprised in the powers sought by this bill, he 
would only refer to the recitals in the preamble of the Brighton and Hove 
Company’s bill to show the necessity there was for the expenditure of 
further capital, and for further powers in relation to the lighting of Brighton 
and the neighbourhood. That company were now by their bill proposing 
to raise an additional capital of £150,000, and were asking for the power to 
extend their works in two different localities—a site for entirely new works 
being taken in one place, and increased space for enlargement of existing 
works in another. So that really the necessity for an increased supply 
of gas at Brighton was admitted on the part of the opponents of 
the bill now under consideration, as well as alleged by the promoters 
themselves. The great question was. who should supply that growing 
demand. It would be his duty briefly to call the attention of the com- 
mittee tothe course of proceedings with respect to these companies The 
Blackrock Company was, he believed, the oldest company. It was incor- 

orated in the year 1818, for the supply of Brighton only, and their capital, 
yy 2 subsequent Act passed in 1825, was fixed at £45,000. In 1848 an Act 
was passed repealing the two former Acts, and reincorporating the com- 
pany, with a share capital of £90,000 and borrowing powers to the extent of 
£30,000, and they were then placed under the provisions of the Gas Clauses 
Act of the previous year. It was not necessary that he should tell any 
person acquainted with gas matters that, since the passing of the Gas 
Clauses Act, Do changes had taken place, and that there were now 
scarcely any of its clauses which were not superseded in modern Acts of 
Parliament. The only restrictions which the Blackrock Company were 
placed under by the incorporation of that Act were, that they were com- 
pelled to publish their accounts, and were limited toa dividend of 10 per 
cent. That company had power to light Brighton, Preston, and Hove, and, 
as they had no bill now before Parliament, there was no means at present 
of dealing with them. In the course of the evidence which would be laid 
before the committee it would be made abundantly clear that, although the 
Blackrock and the Brighton and Hove General Gas Companies were in one 
sense competing companies, they had, for many years past, set their horses 
together, and that no real competition existed between them. Their prices 
were always the same; whenever tenders were required for the supply of 
the public lamps, they always tendered on precisely the same terms; and 
that they had come to an understanding with each other, by which Kemp 
Town and all the eastern portion of Brighton was lighted by the Blackrock 
rig | and Hove and the western portion of Brighton by the other com- 
pany. This mutual arrangement was further seen in the fact that, when, 
in 1854, the Brighton and Hove Company came to Parliament for extended 
powers, there was no opposition on the part of the Blackrock Company to 
their bill. The amount of dividend paid by the Blackrock Company to 
their shareholders he was not in a position to state to the committee, nor 
was it perhaps very important in reference to this inquiry; but this he 
might state, that, although by the 35th section of the Gas-Works Clauses 
Act, they were bound to publish their accounts annually, they had never 
done so except on four occasions, and that such accounts as they had pub- 
lished were a mere mockery. The Brighton and Hove Company were in 
Parliament in 1839, before the passing of the Gas Clauses Act; they were 
again in Parliament in 1843; and lastly they were in Parliament in 1854. 
eir capital at the outset was £100,000, with borrowing powers to the 
extent of £10,000; and, by the Act of 1854, the latter was increased to 
£20,000. When they were before Parliament in 1854, they did not incor- 
porate the Gas Clauses Act in their bill, nor did they come under any of 
those provisions which the Legislature usually enjoined for the protection 
of the public, except in one single instance, and that was the limitation of 
their price to 6s. per 1000 cubic feet. ‘the ,other company were under no 
limitation as to maximum price or minimum illuminating power. 


Mr. ARCHIBALD said the Act obtained by the Hove Company in 1854, 
had for its object simply the enlargement of their borrowing powers. 

Mr. O’MALtey said other provisions were inserted in the bill, for instance, 
the one which limited their charge for gas to 6s. per 1000, which showed 
that they had regulation before them although they did not choose to 
adopt the General Act. In fact, Brighton and Hove, at the present time, 
might be said to be supplied by these two companies without parliamentary 
restrictions. The way in which they had dealt with the consumers it 
would not be necessary for him to dilate upon, because it would be abun- 
dantly proved by witnesses. He would only state generally that the quality 
of the gas supplied had been of the worst possible description, and the price 
had been maintained at a very high rate down to the year 1864. In that 
year it had come to be felt by the corporation and the inhabitants of 
Brighton that the grievances they were suffering under were intolerable; 
a considerable amount of agitation prevailed upon the subject; the corpo- 
ration appointed a committee for the express purpose of examining into 
the gas question, and measures were taken for setting on foot another com- 

any. ‘The result was that, to stave off the threatened opposition, the 
Blaskrock Company reduced their price to 4s. per 1006 cubic feet, and 
though the Hove Company refused to be parties to any arrangement, they 
did in fact follow in the wake. But while the price was reduced, the quality 
of the gas was reduced also, and the pressure was so increased as to drive 
a larger quantity of this inferior gas through the meters of the private 
consumers; the result being that, while the latter got a worse light than 
before, they had to pay a larger amount in the aggregate than before the 
reduction of price took place. It so happened that in the course of last 
year a large estate in the place marked Aldrington on the map, consisting 
of about four-fifths of the entire parish of Aldrington, began to be laid out 
for building purposes; and if those plans should be carried out, which there 
was no doubt, from the ripeness of the arrangements, they would be, Al- 
drington would become one of the most populous and certainly one of the 
most beautiful of the suburbs of the town of Brighton. It appeared that 
the railway company, finding the price of gas so high in the outlying dis- 
tricts, for the reduction in Brighton did not extend to them, erected works for 
themselves; but, of course, having no parliamentary powers for such a pur- 

se, they could not carry their mains along for the supply of other persons. 

ut the idea of the company supplying themselves suggested to the owners 
of the estate at Aldrington the propriety of their adopting a similar course; 
and no sooner did they broach their intention than it was most earnestly taken 











up by the population of Hove and Brighton, and as the result of negotiations 
between Aldrington promoters and the authorities of Brighton and Hove, 
the scheme had been developed into a proposal for lighting the whole of the 
district indicated on the map, With respect to this matter, he would not 
enter into figures to show the immense importance it, was to the owners of 
that property; he would merely say it was estimated that it would make a 
difference of £3000 a year in the cost for gas alone when the estate was 
fully built over. The special committee of the corporation of Brighton, 
upon notice being given of this application, came to the resolution that no 
impediment should be placed in the way of the establishment of a third 
company; and the resolution of that committee was unanimously adopted 
by the council. Clauses had been suggested by them for insertion in the 
bill, and these having been agreed to by the promoters, the bill came before 
Parliament. virtually supported by the corporation. A large meeting of 
the inhabitants had also been held, which was presided over by the mayor, 
at which resolutions in favour of the Aldrington Company were unani- 
mously adopted. A petition had been presented in support of the bill, 
signed by 853 substantial householders, another from Hove with 161 signa- 
tures, a third from Southwick with 70, and a fourth from Preston with 823 
signatures to it; so that the company came before the committee with as 
strong a suffrage as the public of these different places could possibly 
afford.. Of course it would be said on the other side that if this bill passed, 
there would necessarily be a great interference with the streets and roads 
of the town. But the corporation, who were the parties most interested in 
this question, and were of all others the best judges, evidently did not con- 
sider that this inconvenience ought to be weighed against the advantages 
which the scheme offered; and he apprehended that it would be a mon- 
strous thing to say that the inhabitants of a place like Brighton, who had 
hitherto been compelled to submit to the terms imposed upon them by two 
foreign companies, should not be allowed to lay down their own mains and 
supply themselves with gas. Evidence would be called to show the alacrity 
with which the new company had been supported by persons coming for- 
ward to subscribe to the undertaking, and by the offers to contract fora 
very large supply of gas so soon as their works were established. In the 
bill now before the committee, every clause which was usually introduced 
into modern Acts was inserted, so as to give to the public the most ample se- 
curity that they would obtain from the Aldrington Company the best gas on 
the cheapest terms. The company proposed to raise a capital of £75,000, which 
they believed would be entirely adequate to the purposes of the undertaking, 
whereas the Brighton and Hove Company, which had already a capital of 
£150,000, proposed by their bill to double that amount, although the ex- 
tension of district, which they made the groundwork for such an addi- 
tion, could not possibly require such an enormous outlay. They sought 
also power to take the very spot which this company had selected as the 
site for the erection of new works, an admission that proved the propo- 
sition in this bill as to its suitableness was well sustained, and which the 
report of the referees would no doubt confirm. With respect to the ques- 
tion of the — of gas, the present bill fixed the maximum at 8s. 6d., the 
bill of the Brighton and Hove Company fixed it at 4s. in the town of 
Brighton, with higher rates in the outlying districts, so that if their bill 
passed the inhabitants of Aldrington would be called upon to pay no less 
than 6s. per 1000 cubic feet, which would be a serious hindrance to the 
development of building operations there. With reference to illuminating 
power, he might state that in every Act passed last session with one excep- 
tion, that of Brierly Hill, and in every Act of the session before, it was 
fixed at 14 sperm’ candles, whereas up to the pe time Brighton had 
only been treated to 12-candle gas. A town like Brighton was entitled to 
be supplied with gas of a high illuminating power, but the gas which the 
Brighton and Hove Company proposed to charge 4s. for was only gas of 
12-candle power, whereas the present bill provided for the supply of 
14-candle gas at 3s. 6d. The only petition against the preamble of this 
bill was the petition of their opponents. They had the opportunity of en- 
dorsing that petition with a great number of objections to be inquired into 
by the referees, but they did not do so. The promoters appeared before the 
referees upon another petition, but that was withdrawn, and therefore their 
bill came before the committee entirely unopposed as far as those questions 
were concerned. The petition of the Brighton and Hove Company he 
should submit was quite inconsistent with the facts. It stated that the 
company were incorporated under the local and personal Act 2 Victoria, 
cap. 38, for the purpose of lighting with gas the town and parishes of 
(among others) Brighton, Hove, Aldrington, Portslade, and Southwick, all 
in the county of Sussex, and under the powers of that Act, and Acts subse- 
quently passed, they had at great cost established and maintained gas- 
works, buildings, machinery, apparatus, and pipes, for the purpose of sup- 
plying and had for many years supplied gas within the said parishes of good 
quality and at a reasonable price, and as they believed to the satisfaction of 
the consumers and to the benefit of the inhabitants of the said parishes 
generally; and they had from time to time expended on their undertaking 
sums amounting in the aggregate to £115,000. Now in point of fact they 
had done nothing of the kind. They had in the coolest way, and without any 
parliamentary sanction, after having expended a certain sum, say £70,000 
or £80,000, allotted to themselves by way of bonus £20,000 in shares 
which represented no money paid, but was the result of a sort of financial 
scheme amongst themselves. If they had, as might be alleged, expended 
that amount of money out of the profits of the undertaking, they would 
have come, as a matter of course, to Parliament to get it y a iy and 
then they would have been subjected to the usual parliamentary restric- 
tions as to dividend, which upon capitalized profits was always fixed at 2 
lower rate than upon capital raised under the authority of an Act. But 
by this scheme, if they now got their bill, they would be entitled to 10 per 
cent. upon the whole £115,000. According to the instructions which he 
(Mr. O'Malley) had received, it did not appear that they had expended that 
money at all, and if it was not so and was a mere addition to their capital, 
the fraud of coming here and asking Parliament to give them a maximum 
dividend upon money never expended was the greatest fraud of all. And 
if it was not raised capital, but money expended out of profits, it was a 
fraud, not, perhaps, so great, because 5 per cent. was not so great as 10 per 
cent.; but it was acase of moral obliquity not a bit the less censurable. 
In their petition they alleged:—* That by the Aldrington Bill the proposed 
company seek power to acquire land at Aldrington which your petitioners, 
by the Brighton and Hove General Gas Bill (now also pending before your 
honourable House) also seek power to acquire, and which your petitioners 
contend is essential to them for better carrying out their undertaking, and 
they submit that the proposed company ought not to be permitted to take 
the said land. That the granting of the powers sought by the Aldrington 
Bill would enable the company so proposed to be incorporated to establish 
direct competition with your petitioners within the before-named parishes, 


and your petitioners submit that no adequate reason can be assigned there- 
for, and such powers are wholly unnecessary and uncalled-for. That the 
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erection of additional works for the supply of gas within the said parishes, 
and the supply of gas. thereto by a new company, as proposed by the Al- 
drington Bill, is (as your petitioners submit) quite unnecessary, would be a 
useless and wasteful expenditure of capital, would occasion serious inconve- 
nience to the inhabitants of the said parishes, and would be most injurious to 
your petitioners, without any commensurate advantage to the said inhabi- 
‘tants or to the public at large. That the preamble of the said bill is incapable 
of proof. That there are divers clauses and provisions in the Aldring- 
ton Bill which if passed into law as they now stand will prejudicially 
affect the property, undertaking, rights, interests of your petitioners.” 
In reply to these allegations, he would only say that the promoters came 
before the committee fairly with their case, and were prepared to prove the 
anxiety of the people of Brighton to see the new company established as a 
remedy for the evils of which they complained. The only objection which 
could be alleged was that the formation of the new company would lead to 
the breaking up of the streets for the purpose of laying down additional | 
mains. But as the people of Brighton did not themselves object to this, 
which was almost the only power sought for by the company at the hands 
of Parliament, while they were willing to p themselves under the 
greatest restrictions for the protection of. the public interests, he trusted 
that the committee would say that their bill ought to pass. Whether his 
learned friends on the other side obtained their bill for extended powers or 
not was a niatter of perfect indifference to the new company, but he sin- 
cerely ho the committee would come to the conclusion that the pro- 
moters of this bill were fully entitled to the incorporation they now sought. 


Mr. John L. Brigden, examined by Mr. W1LKINSON. 


Iam an alderman of Brighton, and have had the honour of filling the 
office of mayor for two years, viz, 1864 and 1865. I have been a town 
councillor since the foundation of the Town Council in 1855. I am a coach 
manufacturer in an extensive way of business. I have large premises, but 
am not a large consumer of gas, as my workmen do not work much by gas- 
light. Iam supplied by the Blackrock Company, and have no reason to be 
satisfied with the supply of gas received from them. In my public capacity 
my attention has been called to the quality of the gas supplied by both com- 
panies in the town of Brighton, and I consider it to be decidedly bad. The 

has been so bad as to cause the corporation to take steps in the matter. 
rior to my mayoralty I believe there were repeated complaints made to 
the corporation. I have myself made repeated complaints to the Town 
Council ever since 1861, that the price charged was excessive, and the light 
of a bad quality. In April, 1864, during the time I was mayor, I remember 
the appointment of a special committee to consider the gas question. As 
mayor I was ex officio a member of that Gas Committee. The result of 
their proceedings was a lengthened correspondence between the managers 
of both companies and the Town Council. There was also a personal 
attendance of both the managers, Mr. Paddon and Mr. Rutter. These 
negotiations occupied a considerable time, but the arrangements pro- 
posed, I believe, were not satisfactory to the committee. There was a reduc- 
tion agreed on, but that reduction was not considered a satisfactory one. 
This would be about the end of 1865, and that brings us up to about the 
time when the Aldrington Bill came under the notice of the inhabitants of 
Brighton under the corporation. When that bill was first introduced the 
Brighton and Hove Gas Bill was also brought under their notice. Both 
these bills were referred to the General Purposes Committee of the corpo- 
ration, and they passed a resolution to the effect that it was not 
desirable to impede the formation of a third company, except- 
ing for the purpose of obtaining new and amended clauses. The 
majority of the committee voted for it. There was afterwards a meet- 
ing of the Town Council to consider it, on the 7th of February this year. I 
was present at the meeting, and the report of the General Purposes Com- 
mittee was brought up. Two resolutions were passed, one of which was the 
one | have referred to. There was a very large attendance, and a very long 
debate arose, in which I took part. An amendment was moved proposing 
not to confirm the resolution of the committee with regard to the third 
company. The opinion of the council was, however, so mart | expressed 
against the dment, that the mover withdrew it by consent. The original 
resolution of the committee was afterwards unanimously confirmed. 
have not found that the consumers have derived any benefit up to this time 
from the reduction made by the existing gas companies in consequence of 
what has taken place. That reduction was to the extent of about 15 per 
cent. The price of gas was 4s. 3d. up to Christmas last. I believe it is 
part of their proposal that fromand after January 1st, 1866, the price should be 
4s.; but I do not find that the consumer benefits by the reduction, because 
the gas is so fearfully bad that it is necessary for them to consume more. 
I believe there is no competition between the two companies. They may 
quarrel amongst themselves, but, as soon asa third party comes in, they 
agree together; I believe the only point on which they agree is to keep out 
a third party. The corporation receive tenders for the public lamps, and I 
have heard that the tenders from both the companies were precisely the 
same; but I believe that was before I had anything to do with the town. 
I have considered the bill of the Aldrington, Hove, and Brighton Gas Com- 
pany, and know what they propose in the bill. There is no question that 
the introduction of a third company would be a great benefit to the town. 
I am aware it would involve the introduction of a third system of pipes 
into the streets, but I still think it would be a great benefit to the town. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ancu1paLp: Mr. Hawksley came down to consult 
with us about the introduction of this third company, and he advised us 
against the proposal. He said it would be better to try and get a reduction 
in the price on other conditions, with regard to the two existing companies. 
|| He pointed out that there would be great inconveniences in the introduction 
|| of a third company to Brighton? 
| Mr. ARCHIBALD: You thought that you were wiser than he. 








Witness: Locally I should put my knowledge against his; I think I know 
| What is good for the town. 

Mr. Winxrnson: Did Mr. Hawksley point out the inconvenience that 

|| would result from breaking up the streets, and so on. 
||. Witness: Yes; but the General Purposes Committee deliberated at what 
|; time of year the streets should be broken up, and, if the existing companies 
|, and the new company would conform to that, it would answer our purpose, 

| 80 that it did not interfere with the Brighton season. 
| Cross-examination continued: I did not pay Mr. Hawksley the com- 
pinent of following his advice, but there were some gentlemen who did. 
| There were four, I believe, in favour of following his advice in the General 
Purposes Committee, which number about fourteen members, of whom ten 
|| or eleven usually meet. I think there were about that number at the mect- 
"by speak of, but I am not able to say positively. 
y the 
B 
| 





Committee: The majority was against Mr. Hawksley. 
y Mr. AncHipaLp: I am not a large consumer of gas myself, and get 
|My supply from the Blackrock Company; therefore my complaints were 
Against that company. I have not personally complained of the Hove 








Company. It is usual for the Town Council to refer matters relating to Acts 
of Parliament to the General Purposes Committee. It is not always at 
matter of etiquette to adopt the resolutions of that committee; sometimes 
we run counter to them. There was a long discussion on this matter; Mr. 
Hawksley’s opinion was of course referred to. We did not call in the 
managers of the gas companies to consult with them. 

Mr. ArcHIBALD: Do you really think it would be an advantage to have 
your streets liable to be broken up by three gas companies. 

Witness : It would be an advantage if we could get gas at a lower 
price than we are paying. Of course there would be an inconvenience from 
the streets heing broken up, and a certain amount of danger. 

x the CommirreE: We would sooner submit to that than go on with 
Ss. ’ 

By Mr. ArcninaALp: We have one water company, whose mains, as well 
as those of the two gas companies, lie side by side, so that we should have}; 
a fourth set of mains through the street. 

Mr. ARCHIBALD: We have heard about Aldrington, which is to be a very 
beautiful, place, according to my learned friend, Mr. O'Malley. I believe 
there is only a turnpike and one cottage in it at present, is not that so? 

Witness : Yes, and the ruins of a church, I believe. 

yas ARCHIBALD: That is the beautiful place that this company is started 
to light. 

Witness : Yes. 

Mr. ARCHIBALD: Is not a great part of it now sea-beach? 

Witness: There is a great quantity of beach at Aldrington. 

Mr. ArcnrpaLp: And there is a considerable interval, is there not, | 
between Aldrington and the point to which buildings extend west of Hove, | | 
uncovered by buildings? j 

Witness: There is at present; but most assuredly it will soon be built} 
upon, on account of the rapid rise in the population of Brighton. | 

Mr. ArcuiBALD: Is there not also, between Cliftonville and Brighton, a| 
large district of land at present unbuilt upon ? 1) 

Witness: Yes, there is a cricket-ground—a very large fiecld—and there | 
is some other ground unbuilt on. } 

Mr. AncHIBALD: Would it be likely to be built upon before the gas com- | 
pany got to Aldrington? : 

. itness ; I do not know what restrictions there may be with regard to. 
that. 

Re-examined by Mr. Witkrnson: Aldrington is a parish adjoining the |! 
beach, containing about 700 or 800 acres, but at present not occupied by |} 
buildings. I do not know the extent of it. Lancing and Shoreham are some- || 
what of the same character. Mr. Hawksley attended the General Purposes | 
Committee to whom the gas question had been referred. It is a small body, | 
but in that body the resolution read was carried by a majority of four. At | 
the Town Council, which is a much larger body, the resolution was unani-| | 
mously adopted, and the amendment to it was withdrawn. At that meeting 1 
Mr. Hawksley’s opinions were freely canvassed. I remember it was said! 
by Alderman Cox, that he conceived himself quite as able to advise the | 
town upon a point of competition as Mr. Hawksley. He said, “I respect | 
his opinion as an engineer, but in the broad, plain, common sense argument || 
with regard to whether three companies are preferable to one, I believe i 
myself as able to give an opinion as Mr. Hawksley.” That is my opinion | 
also. The meeting took the same view of the case. I understood that | 

Mr. Hawksley was sent for, not to advise on the general question of another || 
company, but upon the clanses for the protection of the borough which it || 
would be right to insist upon in case of any new company being promoted. | 
That was what I understood he was called in for, and not to advise as to 
whether there should be two, three, or four companies. | 
Mr. David Black, examined by Mr. WiLkinson. | 

I am the town-clerk of Brighton. I have the minute-books which I have | 
been requested to produce, Some complaints have been made by members | 
of the Town Council, and by the public generally, on the subject of the 
Fs supplied to Brighton. I have been town-clerk about three years, and | 

have no knowledge of complaints previous to that time. On the 20th of 
April, 1864, there was a gas committee appointed, for the purpose of re- 
ceiving and considering communications with regard to the public lamps, 
and to take into consideration the contracts in existence with the gas com- 
panies ; also to consider what means should be adopted for obtaining a 
supply on more advantageous terms. On the 16th of May, 1864, a resolu- | 
tion was passed to this effect: —“ That in the opinion of this committee the 
prices charged by the gas company for gas supplied both to the publiclamps I 
and private consumers in Brighton are excessive, and that the town-clerk |) 
be requested to arrange an interview between the superintendents of the | 
two gas companies and this committee on an early day.” On the Gth of || 
June, 1864, that resolution was approved by the Town Council. On the | 
8th of June there is a record in the books of an interview between the super- | 
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intendents of the two companies—Mr. Rutter and Mr. Paddon—and the 
committee; and on the 24th of June there is a record of another interview 
with those managers. On the 6th of July the gas committee presented a 
report to the Town Council, which report was adopted. It was a§& follows: 
—‘ The committee report, with reference to the prices charged for gas sup- | 
plied to the public lamps and to private consumers, that they have been in | 
communication with the directors of the two gas companies (through their 
superintendents, Mr. Rutter and Mr. Paddon) with a view of obtaining a, 
reduction in those prices; and on the 24th inst. Messrs. Rutter and Paddon | 
attended at the committee, and communicated the decision of the directors , 
of their respective companies, and the following letters have since been re- 
ceived, by which it will be seen that both companies decline to make any | 
reduction in the charge for lighting the public lamps, but will reduce the , 
price of gas to privateconsumers from the 24th inst. to 4s. 9d. per 1000 cubic | 
feet, and from the 24th of June, 1865, to 4s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet.” On) 
the 30th of September, 1864, the gas committee called the attention of the | 
gas companies to the complaints received of the inefficient lighting. On the 
2lst of July, 1865, the committee, in order to check the quantity of gas, 
consumed, directed that two lamp-pillars with dry gas-meters should be | 
erected, and lighted at sunset and extinguished at sunrise, under the super- | 
intendence of their own inspector. On the 11th of September, 1865, there | 
was a resolution passed that the inspector should “ test the illuminating | 
power of gas supplied by the two companies, and that the results of his ob- 
servations should be recorded in a book and reported to the committee.” | 
On the 13th of November, 1865, there was a meeting of the Gas Committee, | 
at which there was a letter read from the general manager of the Brighton | 
and Hove Gas Company—Mr. Paddon. It was as follows:— 
Brighton and Hove General Gas Company, 
9, Ship Street, Brighton, Oct. 31, 1865. 
To the Town Council of Brighton, 

Gentlemen,—In consequence of your frequent expressions of dissatisfaction with 
the existing contracts between the Town Council and the gas companies for the! 
supply of gas to the public lamps, I am desired by my directors to propose that the | 








subject of these contracts, as tar as this company is concerned, should be taken into 
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consideration as soon as may be convenient, with a view to the rescinding of the 
present contract and the substitution of another based upon the following propo- 
sitions, or some modification of them :—That the supply of gas to the public lamps 
should be by meter, ameter being attached to each lamp; that the cost of providing 
proper receptacles for the meters, and providing and fixing the meters, be borne 
equally by the town and the gas company; that the entire contro! of the lamps be 
vested ‘in the Town Council, and the expenses of lighting, extinguishing, &c., 
borne by them; that the price of gas so supplied should be the same as the lowest 
price to private customers for the time being, less such reasonable discounts as cir- 
cumstances may justify. In making these propositions my directors are chiefly 
desirous of putting an end to a system by which, after the absolute and complete 
rformance of their contract, they remain liable to imputations of having supplied 
eas than the proper quantity of gas. They also think it most desirable that the 
Town Council should have the means of knowing that they have the whole of the 
gas to which they are entitled and for which they have to pay. 
am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
J. B. Pappon, General Manager. 
On the 23rd of December, 1865, I wrote to the superintendents of the com- 
panies, complaining that the lamps were not properly cleaned. On the 
22nd of January, 1866, that correspondence was submitted to the Gas Com- 
mittee, and there was a resolution passed on that occasion—viz., “ That 
Mr. Rutter be informed that on the evening of the 3rd of January instant, 
a member of the committee, accompanied by Inspector Quartermain, in- 
cates some of the lamps in the eastern division of the borough, and found 
that those in the following streets and places were very dirty.” [Fifteen 
- being named.] There was also a direction to this effect: —“ And that 
ir. Paddon be informed that the lamps in the western division of the 
borough were also inspected on the 5th of January inst., when the lamps in 
the following streets and places very much required cleaning—namely, the 
Junction Road east, part of the King’s Road, and some of the streets leading 
from the King’s Road.” I produce the contracts; they were entered into 
before I was town-clerk, I therefore cannot tell anything about the circum- 
stances of the tenders under which those contracts were entered into. I 
believe they were both exactly alike for the two companies. 
Mr. Henry Woollett, examined by Mr. O'MALLEY. 


Tam an ironmonger at Brighton, and a large consumer of gas. I was for 
several years a member of the Town Council, and was the originator of the 
Gas Committee. ‘That was in. consequence of the numerous complaints 
made about the gas. I was the chairman of the committee, and had many 
interviews with the superintendents and managers of the gas companies, 
and found them very intractable. Amongst other things, it was suggested 
by them that they were supplying a larger quantity of gas to the public 
lamps than they had contracted for, and in consequence I had an examina- 
tion made of the burners of the test-metered lamps, and of the others. The 
result of this examination proved that the original meter-lampsin use which 
rrare under the supervision of the town surveyor, and are lighted and extin- 
guished by the companies, had on them larger burners than any other lamps 
in the town. They thus showed a much larger consumption than the other 
lamps were really consuming. The company supplied the burners to 
all the lamps, and the lighting and extinguishing was also performed 
by them. I have had many complaints about the quality of the gas, 
and also about the price. At that time it was 5s., and there was a 
strong feeling in the town that it was too high, particularly for 
the sort of gas the companies were supplying. From being the chairman of 
the Gas Committee I had a better opportunity of collecting very fully what 
the general opinion in the town was with regard to the quality of the gas 
than any one else. The feeling of dissatisfaction was universal, and in con- 
sequence of this indignation some steps were taken, in 1864, towards the 
formation of another company. About this time the companies reduced 
the price from 5s. to 4s. 9d., then to 4s. 3d., and then to 4s., which is the 
present price. When I remonstrated with them about the price, they said 
they could not supply the gas under 5s. I believe there has been no mate- 
tial reduction in the price of coal since that time. When the reduction 
took place I observed that the quality was being reduced also. I have 
occasion to use a good deal of this gas, both in my busiuess and in my pri- 
vate house, and I found that my accounts, compared with those of former 
years, were higher, although there had been a reduction in the price of 15 
per cent. and I had lessened the number of my burners. In point of fact, 
I was getting less light and an inferior quality of gas, though paying as 
much money for it. Complaints of this sort have been very general 
throughout Brighton. I find, also, that the gilding of frames and, in gene- 
ral, the furniture of the room is very much depreciated by the quality of 
the gas. So far as I am able to collect the feeling of the inhabitants of 
Brighton and Hove in the matter, I should say that there are about eighteen 
to one in favour of the new company. They desire to have proper security 
for the quality of the gas and the reduction of the price, and they have 
no confidence in the present companies; their experience of the past 
gives them no hope tor the future. The shareholders of the present 
companies are not inhabitants of the town; they do not hold their 
meetings in Brighton, and we look upon them as foreigners. The com- 
plaints made there are either forwarded to London or shelved alto- 
gether. In my judgment the inconvenience of breaking up the 
streets is a small evil compared with the very great good that will be 
gained by the introduction of a new company. In February, this year, a 
large town meeting was convened by the mayor, at which I was present, 
and many influential inhabitants were there also. At that meeting, reso- 
lutions to the following effect were passed unanimously :—* That the supply 
of gas to the borough by the existing companies has been of inferior quality 
and at an extravagant price, and it is an important object to secure a better 
and cheaper supply in future.” “That a better and cheaper supply of gas 
can be best secured by competition, and the existence of a company in 
which the gas consumers in the borough shall lave an interest in the ma- 
nagement, and over which they can exercise some control.” “That the 
bill now in Parliament to be intituled ‘ The Aldrington and Hove Gas Bill, 
1866,’ affords an opportunity of establishing such a competing company, 
and it is desirable that the inhabitants of the borough should co-operate in 
the formation of such a company and give such a bi)l their hearty support.” 
“ That this meeting requests the members for the borough to give this bill 
their support, and aiso requests the Town Council to petition in favour of 
this bill tor obtaining tor the town that competition which is as desirable 
in the supply of gas as in other matters.” ‘Tbe meeting was a public one, 
open to all,and convened by public notice. Iam not a member of the 
Town Council now, and therefore do not know that Mr. Hawksley, the 
engineer consulted by them, recommended that there should not be a third 
company introduced. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuanrps: In round numbers, there were about 
300 persons at the town-hall meeting, and I should say nearly if not quite 
all of them were gas consumers, although it is an awkward time for a public 
meeting, seven o'clock in the evening. 

Mr. Richarps: You say the inhabitants are 18 to 1 in favour of the new 
company. How many names have you got to your petition of the inhabitants? 








Witness: That is best given by the gentleman who holds the petition. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Shall I tell you? 847 consumers. 

Mr. O’Mattey: That is against your bill. 

Mr. Ricnarps: Do you know howjmany consuniers there are in Brighton? 

Witness : I do not know. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Are there as many as 8000? 

Witness: Possibly there may be. 

Mr. Ricarps: You say that since the reduction in the price has been 
made, you find that your bill comes to pretty much the same. How do 
you account for that? 

Witness ; In this way—by the supply of inferior gas, which makes the 
index of the meter tell against the consumer, whereas if the quality was 
better the index would not work so quickly. ~ 

Mr. Ricuarps: You are an ironmonger and gas-fitter, and deal in meters, 
do you not? 

Witness : I do. 

Mr. RicHArps: There are a few gas engineers inthe room. Do you mean 
to say that if the gas is made thinner the index will register more quickly? 

Witness :Yes, in this way, I have had complaints made to me that before 
the gas was reduced consumers required to turn the main-tap only a certain 
portion on; but now to get the same quantity of light they must turn the 
main-cock fully on. 

Mr. Ricuarps: How is that to affect the quantity of gas passing through 
the meter? ' 

Witness : Suppose you were sitting in a room prior to the reduction in 
the price, you could sit there with the tap of your burner turned half way 
on, and get the light you wanted; but after the reduction, if you had the 
tap turned to the same extent, you could not get light enough to read by, 
so that it was necessary to turn it fullon. That is what I mean. 

Mr. Ricuarps: But why should the index register more gas than actually 
passes through? 

Witness : It is according to the quantity of air that passes through it; some 
may be of an inflammable nature. 

Mr. Ricnarps: Then the mixture that you get since the reduction is a 
mixture of inflammable gas and atmospheric air? Is that what you 
mean? 

Witness : No doubt of it. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Do you not know that that is dangerous? Do you not 
know that atmospheric air and carburetted hydrogen, mixed are explosive? 

Witness: I do not attach much importance to the chemistry of the 
subject e 

Cross-examination continued: You may say I have been “intractable” in 
this matter of gas; Ido not. I have taken a partin the movement. Mr. 
Flintoff did not come down at my request. He did not come to my house 
at Brighton, but I met him on the platform at the public meeting. I wrote 
no letter of any kind to Mr. Flintoff before he came down to Brighton on 
the gas question. He has called at my shop, and I have bad some conver- 
sation with him about gas. I gave him the information he asked for, I have 
no doubt. Our inspector made an examination of the public and other 
lamps unéer our direction. There was not any person present at the time 
on behalf of the gas company. 

Mr. Ricuarps: You say that the burners were larger at the meter lamps 
than at the other lamps ? 

Witness : I did not. The inspector did. I have no personal knowledge 
of the matter 

Mr. Ricnarps: Now, if a new company were started in Brighton, the 
gas-fitting business would be looking up, I suppose ? 

Witness : I should have no objection; but I do not know that it would. 

Mr. RicHarps: An active promoter of the new company, who was a gas- 
fitter, would have a good job, I suppose ? 

Witness: | have found that promoting new companies is rather against 
the pocket than for it. 

Cross-examination continued: I have taken 50 shares in the new com- 
pany ; they are £10 shares. That is all I have taken at present. I do not 
know how many shareholders there are. I believe there are more than 
20; but I cannot give the exact figures. I saw the list and should say 
there were from 30 to 40 names onit. Ido not know how many shares 
have been taken up, but I should think about £20,000 in money, which 
would be 2000 shares. I have not paid anything on my shares at present. 
Ihave not sought information on the point whether any one else has or 
not. The Henry Woollett in the 6th clause in the bill, “ Incorporation of 
Company,” is myself. William Johnson, another person named there, is the 
proprietor of the Clarence Hotel. The other promoter is Robert Roe; he 
is an auctioneer. The expense of the promotion will fall on the promoters. 
if we fail. | mean to say that Henry Woollett, William Johnson, and Robert 
Roe are prepared to meet these expenses when called upon. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Who are the owners of the land you propose to take? 

Witness : At Aldrington? Ido not know. I am not in a position to say 
who are the actual owners. 

Mr. RicHarps: Have you entered into any agreement for the purchase 
of the land? 

Witness: Yes. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Who with? 

Witness : The parties names are attached to the agreement. 

Mr. Ricnanrps: Who are they? 

Witness : You can see by the agreement itself. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Will you produce the agreement? Are they Henry 
Woollett, William Johnson, and Robert Roe? I ask you what names are 
signed to that agreement? 

Mr. O’ MALey objected to the question. 

By the CommirrreE: Who are the parties who signed the agreement? 

Witness : Henry Woollett, William Johnson, and Robert Roe. 

Cross-examination continued: Robert Roe is an auctioneer in a good 
way of business, in the King’s Road. The new company was started about 
a month after the notice of the intended reduction of price of gas, in 
September, 1864. I do not mean this present company, but another, which 
gave way, because the companies made an offer of further reductions. Mr. 

Rutter’s company made the offer, and Mr. Paddon, though he declined to 
announce to the public any reduction, said he would not allow himself to 
be undersold. There was no arrangement—the offer emanated from Mr. 
Rutter himself—of a gradual reduction to the price we pay now. Upon the 
company making that reduction, the new company was to be suspended. 
I was one of the promoters of that company, and Mr. Robert Roe the secre- 
tary. The company was started, and we went as far as we possibly could 
up toacertain time; it was close to the sitting of Parliament, and at that 
time an offer was made by the Blackrock Company to reduce the price of 
gas by gradations from 4s. 9d. to 4s. We said then, as we did before, that 
we would not Jet the question rest until we got it to what we should call a 











fair price—say 33. 6d.; but, as we were “hard up” for a time, and it was 
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@ concession and an advantage to the consumer, we did not soso with 
the bill. I do not know who paid the expenses; I did not. I believe they 
were paid by Mr. Moor, the member for Brighton; but I do not know 
whether it was out of his own pocket. I may have applied to some of 
the promoters of that bill to become promoters of the new company, but I 
do not know that I did. I am quite sure I have not asked Mr. Moor or Mr. 
Moorsom, nor others whose names have been mentioned. I understood it 
was only a to affix three names to the bill, and I was satisfied with 
the three names of the present promoters. 

Re-examined by Mr. O’Mautey: I never entered into any arrangement 
with the Brighton and Hove Company, neither did I ever pledge myself 
directly or indirectly to any one not to become the promoter of another 
company. I found the offer of reduction a fallacious one, because though 
the price was reduced to 4s. you required to burn more gas, and so the cost 
was not diminished. Mr. Flintoff has nothing to do with this company di- 
rectly or indirectly. 

The Cuarrman: You told the learned counsel, Mr. Richards, that the 
company put common air through the pipes. You did not mean that, did 
ou 


Witness : I did not say so, but I imagine from the reduced quality of the 
gas that such was the fact. 
The CuatRMAn: But are you aware that the mixture of common air 
would blow a gas-meter to pieces in a moment? 
Witness : I believe it as an ascertained fact that they can pump air in. 
The CHairman: So that when you turn the jet on it will not take light? 
Witness : Quite so. ; 

Mr. David Richards, examined by Mr. WiLK1nson. 
Iam a surgeon residing at Brighton, and am surgeon to the workhouse 
and also to the infirmary of that town. I reside in St. George’s Place, and 
am supplied with gas from the Hove Company. I am not at all satisfied 
with the quality; it is very bad, and I pay just as much for it as I did pre- 
vious to the reduction in price. I could then do with the tap at the meter 
turned on about half or three-quarters,and the burners in the several rooms 
not fully turned on; but since the reduction I am obliged to have the taps, 
both at the meter and the burners, fully turned on, and I find the light 
much less. Occasionally it isso much less that it is necessary to burn a 
candle in the room. I visited a patient last night at the Gloucester Hotel, 
and the gas was so bad that I had to light a candle to look at his tongue. 
The Hove Company supply the Gloucester Hotel. The workhouse is at the 
top of the hill behind Brighton, and, therefore, in a favourable position for 
the supply of gas, but it is so indifferent, both there and at the infirmary, 
that we are obliged to walk about the corridors with candles. 
Cross-examined by Mr. ARcuIBALD: I believe I pay just as much now 
for gas as I did before the reduction. When I am at the workhouse in the 
evening, even when the gas is turned full on, Iam obliged to use a candle 
in going through the corridors and in seeing the patients. There are not 
enough burners, and the gas is so bad. Ido not know how many burners 
there are, but it is badly lighted. This has been the case ever since I have 
been surgeon there. I have never complained to the guardians, because I 
considered it would be useless, as the complaints about the gas were general 
out of doors. I have agreed to take some shares in the new company. I 
have promised to take £1000 worth. It was about nine o’cloc: last night 
when I was at the Gloucester Hotel. There was only one burner in the 
room in which I saw the patient. The proprietor of the hotel and another 
gentleman also noticed how bad the light was all over the hotel. I have 
noticed that the gas has been bad at my house since the alteration of the 
prices, but have never made any complaints, because I knew they were 
universal throughout the town. 
Re-examined by Mr. Witk1nson: The complaints being so universal, I 
did not think it worth my while to add my mite to them. 


Mr. Charles Lamb, examined by Mr. WILKINSON. 
I am one of the Town Council of Brighton, and have held that office 
since 1854. I am aware of the circumstances under which the public lights 
were tendered for. Advertisements were issued asking for tenders, and 
the two companies on every occasion sent in tenders exactly similar, so 
that the commissioners had not the benefit of competition. There was, in 
fact, an arrangement between the two companies, under which the Black- 
rock Company supplied the eastern division and the Hove Company the 
western division of Brighton. The first contract was for fourteen years, 
determinable at the end of seven years. By a resolution, this contract was 
so determined at the expiration of that time, with a view to get the benefit 
of competition, but the result did not justify the experiment, for no com- 
petition was obtained. It is a fact that both the public authorities and the 
private consumers have been entirely at the gy | of those two gas com- 
panies, who work together at the same charges. I remember the gas agi- 
tation of 1864, and I do not know of any meeting so unanimous and em- 
phatic as the meeting held to endeavour to obtain a reduction of the price 
of gas. There was at that meeting a resolution carried that a new gas com- 
pany should be formed, to be called “ The Brighton Gas Consumers Com- 
pany.” There were about 1500 people present, and only two hands held up 
against the resolution, which were those of Mr. Paddon and Mr. Rutter, the 
managers of the two gas companies, The prospectus of another company 
was also issued, but that fell to the ground. I was solicitor to that com- 
pany, and can say for certain that no pledge was given by its promoters 
that they would not make another application to Parliament. In conse- 
quence of the proposed new company being projected, the old companies 
reduced the price of gas, but they also reduced the quality, so they ran 
parallel. The price is not sufficiently reduced, but the quality is reduced 
in excess of the wishes of the inhabitants, and, in consequence, they are 
always grumbling. 
Oiensaamminet by Mr. Burke: I find the ratepayers grumble against the 
rates. They always do; it isa universal principle. They often grumbie 
against that which does them good. I think two companies are not enough 
in Brighton; as these are parallel companies, they run together. I think we 
should be better off with one company, for if they charge me 5s. per 1000 feet, 
and I think I can get it for 4s., 1 can say I will introduce a second com- 
pany, and a threat of a second company will reduce the price of gas 20 
per cent. 
Re-examined by Mr. Witxrxson: I should certainly prefer one company 
under parliamentary regulation. The Blackrock Company are under no 
regulation by their Act, either with regard to the illuminating power of the 
&as supplied or the price charged. The Brighton and Hove Company now 
seek to incorporate three clauses of the Gas Clauses Act of 1847 to protect 
themselves, and I should prefer the introduction of a new company rather 
than either of these companies, combined or separate. 

Mr. Daniel Friend, examined by Mr. W1LKrNson. 
Tam a gentleman of independent property, residing at Brighton, and have 


‘ 

gas were very frequent. Since the reduction in the price many persons 
have called at my house (knowing the prominent part I took in obtaining 
that reduction) to complain that their bills were as much, and in some cases 
more, than they were before. I consider that it would be very advan- 
tageous to Brighton to have a third gas company. The advantages of 
having what I may call a consumers company, instead of a foreign company, 
would go far to counterbalance the inconvenience of having the streets 
broken up occasionally. By a foreign company, I mean that the two com- 
panies at present in existence have no feeling in any way for the benefit of 
the town. Their interest is to get as much money out of Brighton as 
possible, and that without much regard for the comfort of the inhabitants. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: We do rather live on foreigners in 
Brighton when they come there with plenty of money. The Brighton and 
Hove Gas Company made an application to enter some land of mine in 
Preston, and I refused to sell it to them, as I consider they behaved most 
unjustly towards the town. They were asked to reduce the price, andthey 
said they could not under 5s., but they afterwards came down to 4s. Mr. 
Rutter would have reduced his price in the first instance, and, therefore, I 
allowed him to bring his pipes into Preston, but I would not let the Brighton 
and Hove Company do so, and I told them the reason. They told me there 
were many applications from people in Preston to be supplied with gas from 
them, but I did not believe it. I have some sharesin the new company, 
and they will have free permission to come into Preston. I have taken 
10 shares, but if the company goes on and prospers I shall take some more. 
I am not one of the promoters, but am willing to bear part of the expenses. 

Re-examined by Mr. WitK1nson: I have no special hostility towards any 
existing company, or special favour towards any new one. My only object 
is to see Brighton well supplied with gas. 

Mr. Henry Verrall, examined by Mr. WiLKrnson. 


I am solicitor residing at Brighton, and am local agent for the promoters 
of this bill. I produce the subscription contract. It is signed by 42 per- 
sons, and the amount represented by their signatures is £13,400. With the 
exception of three signatures they were all obtained in one week from in- 
habitants of Brighton. 1 have no doubt I shall be able to get the contract 
entirely filled up if this bill passes. I have also taken some pains to ascer- 
tain what number of persons would be willing to take gas of the new com- 
pany. Ihave been occupied one week in that work; the results are 300 
contracts, representing 3419 lights, and, taking an average of 5000 feet per 
light, that gives us a consumption of 17 million feet annum. Thelargest 
contract is the Bedford Hotel, in which there are 300 lights,and they would 
consume an estimated quantity of 2 million cubic feet per annum. I have 
no doubt that, with regard to the subscription contract and the consum 
tion of gas, we shall have quite as much as we want. There is a petition in 
favour of this bill signed by nearly 850 of the inhabitants of Brighton. 
These signatures were obtained within a fortnight. There is a petition 
against the Brighton and Hove Bill signed by about 350 persons. Besides 
the petition from Brighton in favour of the new company, there is also one 
from Preston and one from Hove. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Burke: I did not get the signatures myself. The 
price named in the bill is 3s. 6d. per 1000 feet. I apprehend that there is 
no difficulty in finding men to say, “If you will supply us with gas cheaper 
than other company, I will take it of you.” I suppose the old companies 
will compete with us, but I have not made any calculations as to the pos- 
sible profits under those circumstances. I know from a return which was 
made to Parliament, that the last dividend of the Blackrock Company was 
9} per cent. I do not know what the other company pay. I am not con- 
versant with the parliamentary regulations of the metropolitan gas com- 
panies, and do not know that, after dividing a limited dividend, they are 
compelled to reduce the price of gas; but if they are, if the provisions of 
the Metropolis Gas Act are of the same character as those of the General 
Gas Clauses Act, I draw the conclusion that they are not a fair security to 
the public for cheap gas. 

Re-examined by Mr. WitKtNson: Cheap gas is not the only cry in 
Brighton; but quality as well as cheapness is greatly sought for. 


Fripay, Marcu 9. 
Mr. Thomas Cutlack, examined by Mr. Witxrnson. 

I reside at Brighton, and carry on business there as an Italian warehouse- 
man. I have had reason to be dissatisfied with the supply of gas by the 
Brighton and Hove Company. At Christmas, 1863, the charge was 5s. per 
1000, and the amount paid by me was £8 6s. Between that time and 
Christmas, 1864, there was reduction of 3d.—viz., to 4s. 9d.; but at that 
reduced price I paid £14 10s. 10d. for the quarter ending Christmas, 1864. 
I complained, and they reduced the amount to £13 16s.4d. During that 
time I had four more lights—26 in all, against 22in 1863. They were much 
used at first during the day, but they did not answer the purpose, and were 
discontinued. I used them about six or seven weeks—not more. After the 
price was reduced, the gas was undoubtedly worse. I had to turn on the 
gas more fully to get the same light. In June, 1865, there was a further 
reduction of 3d., making the price 4s. 6d. My bill for that quarter was 
£9 4s. 6d; but I only had 18 burners—four less than in 1863. The deteri- 
oration in the quality of the gas has been so great since the reduction that 
there has been no decrease in the price, since I have to burn more. [ama 
partner with Mr. Hallam, but attend more to the business than he does. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Richarps: We burn by meter, but I have no 
reason to say my meter was inaccurate. On one occasion we took the 
meter down and had it examined by the officer appointed in Brighton, and 
it was found to register too fast, but I cannot say how much. We refused 
to pay, and Mr. Paddon came round to offer an explanation, and it was 
compromised. Ido not impute that we have ever been charged more than 
the meter registered. I never made any complaint to the company; but I 
found the complaints to be universal. I think it fair to come here and give 
evidence without having made any complaint. I do not know what illumi- 
nating power the new company propose to give. Our object in introducing 
it is merely to get better gas. 

Re-examined by Mr. Witkinson: The reduced sum of £13 16s. 4d. was 
largely in excess of the sum paid the previous quarter. After our meter 
was tested at Brighton it was sent to London to be tested, and returned 
quite correct. 

Mr. £. H. Cohen, examined by Mr. Winetnson. 

I am a linendraper at Brighton, and consume the gas of the Brighton 
and Hove Company. I am aware of the reductions in the price of gas, but 
in consequence of the deterioration of the quality, there is no saving of ex- 
pense. I have ap complained, and so have one or two of my neighbours, 
In March, 1863, | paid £28 7s. 6d., at the rate of 5s. per 1000. In March, 
1864, I paid £30 2s. 6d. at the same price; but in March, 1865, when there 
was a reduction to 4s. 9d., I paid £34 2s. 9d, and for that sum I consider I 





Several houses in that town. I have been a town councillor for some years. 
When I was on the Gas Committee the complaints about the bad supply of 








got an inferior light. During that time I had no increase in the number of 
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id £19 6s.; June, 1864, £15. 8s. 6d.; and June, 1865" 
(£13 18s. 11d, e latter quarter the price was 4s, 6d. The decrease in the 
sum paid in Jane, 1865, compared with June, 1864, arose from closing our 
business earlier. We commenced that between the March and June quar- 
ters.. In.the quarter ending September, 1863, we paid £19 9s.; September, 
1864, £15 4s. 3d,; during which time there was a reduction to 4s. 9d. In 
September, 1865, the charge was £13 12s, 5d., the price being then further 
teduced to 4s. 3d. For several weeks during that quarter we closed en- 
tirely on the Wednesda oepaing, ip each week. In December, 1863, we 
paid, with the price at 5s., £29 14s.; December, 1864, at 4s. 9d., £35 3s. 7d.; 
and December, 1865, at 4s. 8d., £31 17s.; but we did not get any practical 
reduction, as we did not have so much light from the gas. Damage has 
been inflicted on our furniture and. gilding from using gas in our sitting- 


rooms. 
The Cuarnman: The referees report the. gas is of a sufficiently pure 
character. 
Examination continued: If the Aldrington Bill were obtained, it would 
seem to be an advantage that we should get better gas at a lower price, as 
they propose to offer it. I am a shareholder in the new company to a 
small extent, 
Cross-examined by Mr, Ricuarps: I have agreed to take five shares, 
supposing the bill passes, but I haye not 7% the deposit. If it. does not 
pass, I shall have to pay 1s. per share. Ido not know who is to pay the 
xcess, I never heard. that the Ingram family wil], but am sure the 
Cohen family do not pay. In 1863 our bill was lower than in the two fol- 
lowing years. In June, 1864, we had fewer lights by four than in 1863. 
The ai erence between £19 6s. and £15 8s. 6d. represents about 16,000 feet 
of gas, but that is accounted for by knocking off the three burners; but if 
you take the aggregate of those three years, you will find that in 1863 it 
was £67 6s. 6d.; in 1865, £93 10s. 2d.; and in 1864, £95 8s. 1d. None of 
the burners have been altered since 1862, when two of them were changed. 
I have no idea who is to pay the expenses of this bill. If I were told they 
were paid by Messrs. Woollett, Johnson, and Roe, I should imagine there 
was some one behind the scenes. 
Re-examined by Mr. Witkinson: I do. not know that there are 42 share- 
holders altogether; I thought it was 37. If this bill is obtained I have no 
doubt the inhabitants of Brighton will supply the capital, as the feeling is 
very strong to take additional shares. It is notin the interest of the gas 
company but in my own as a tradesman that I come here. 
Mr. Burke said that as the report of the referees was before the com- 
mittee he should object to any evidence as to the quality or purity of the gas, 
Mr. Alfred Smith, examined by Mr. WiLxinson. 
T am clerk to Mr. Verrall, a solicitor, at Brighton, who is local agent for 
this bill. I have searched in the office of the clerk of the peace for the re- 
turns made by the Blackrock Company,.in pursuance of their Act of Par- 
liament, and found four, from 1848 to the present time. [Returns pro- 
duced.] The obligation is to send in annual returns. The first return is 
as follows:—“Brighton Gaslight and Coke Company. Statement of re- 
ceipts and expenditure from June 24, 1849, to June 24, 1850. To coals, 
wages, salaries, retorts, mains, meters, &c., office-rents, rates and taxes, 
bad debts, income-tax, &c., £9867 lls. 2d. To balance, £3388 4s, 7d. 
Total, £13,255 15s. 9d.” The items are all lumped together. On the cre- 
ditor side—“ By gas-rental, coke, breeze, tar, &c., £13,255 15s. 9d.” The 
next is for the year ending June 24, 1851, and is in the same form. The 
next is made up to Dec. 31, 1864, and the accounts are lumped together in 
three items—‘ Expenditure, £82,278 19s. 4d.; receipts, £29,051 12s, 5d.; 
balance, £8227 6s. 11d.” That is a balance of loss. The other is for Dec. 
81, 1865, in the same form, and showed a balance of profit, £5639 5s. 5d. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Ricnarps: The accounts I have read are those 
of the Blackrock Company. I am not aware of the nature of the accounts 
the company are bound to return under the 38th section of the Gas Clauses 
Act. [Clause read.] I believe most of the accounts are certified by the 
chairman. 


une), 1863, I 


Mr. John Payne, examined by Mr. WiLKINson. 

I was formerly assistant inspector in the service of the Brighton and 
Hove Gas Company—from 1862 to 1865. They gave no reason for dis- 
charging me. During the last twelve or eighteen months I was in their 
employ, I heard constant complaints of the quality of the gas. The con- 
sumers complained the gas cost them more than it did before, which I can 
only account for by their being too great a pressure, as, not getting sufti- 
cient light at the burners, they would go to the main-tap and turn the gas 
full on, when it would force its way out of the burners. That does not 
affect the quality of the light, but makes the consumption larger. I re- 
member a meeting being held at the Brighton Town-Hall on the gas agita- 
tion, when the lights nearly went out. The gas was supplied by the Black- 
rock Company. The only complaint I heard about the meters was that 
some of them required water so often, and the consumers did not like us to 
go round and water the meters. The more a meter is watered the faster it 
works. I have had some complaints to that effect. If every meter in 
Brighton was watered it would give an average advantage to the companies 
of about £250 or £350 a quarter. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricwarps: These meters were stamped under 
the Sales of Gas Act. When a wet meter is at high-water level it registers 
correctly, but if too much water is put in it registers against the consumer, 
and if too little it tells against the company. It was my business to look 
to the meters, and fill them properly with water. If they were overfilled, I 
was the person who did it. Ido not know why I was discharged by the 
company. I should not like to say it was not for drunkenness, inattention, 
and want of capacity. I had been previously discharged for drunkenness, 
and taken on again. When I heard complaints I generally rectified them 
on the spot; but if not I have entered them in a memorandum-book. 

Re-examined by Mr. Wirkryson: There were complaints referring to the 

rice and also to the meters and service-pipes. The latter I rectified myself. 
Raphthalin formed in the service-pipes, and I blew it into the mains again. 
The pressure complained of was applied at the works. 
Mr. Frederick Ellman, examined by Mr. Winxrxson. 

Iam one of the trustees of the Aldrington estate, and executor of the 
last owner, Mr. Ingram. The estate was devised by him to trustees on 
trust for sale, with powers to let the land on building leases, and to lay out 
for the purposes of byilding generally. In 1860, Mr. Ingram held twenty 
£20 shares in the Brighton and Hove Gas Company. Ten additional shares 
were allotted to him in that year by way of bonus. 

Mr Ricuarps: How is it possible you can tell ? 

Witness ; Mr. Ingram consulted me upon the matter, and told me he 
considered it so disgraceful a thing that he would have nothing to do with 
it, and that he would sell his shares, which he did. 

Mr. RicHarps objected that this statement was not evidence. 

Examination resumed: Mr. Ingram sold those shares in 1862. I produce 
the directors report showing the allotment. [Report produced.] The present 














capital of the company comprises the amount of revenue capitalized. The 
Aldrington estate contains about 620 acres—nearly the whole of the parish. 
At present it is nearly all agricultural land. [Witness pointed out on a plan 
the site of the proposed gas-works,] The estate adjoins ths Cliftonville 
estate, which is already nearly covered with buildings. The Aldrington 
estate produces from farming and brick-fields over £3000 a year. I con- 
sider that the parish of Aldrington, heing rex to a charge of 6s. per 
1000, and that they would be dependent on the Hove gas-works, was a very 
great drawback to bringing this property into the market. I am aware 
that, by their present bill, that rate is maintained. The difference between 
that price and 3s. 6d. would be between £3000 and £4000 a year for the 
houses designed. That saving was an inducement to give facilities for 
promoting the new company. I had not the slightest idea it would be 
taken up as it has been by the Brighton people. There seems such a general 
feeling in favour of the company that there is not the slightest doubt the 
works will be carried out, and the shares taken by parties in the neigh- 
bourhood, directly the. bill passes. We have given facilities to the pro- 
moters of the company by providing them with a convenient site for the 
erection of new works, and have entered into a provisional contract with |' 
them, [Contract produced.] Having entered into that contract, we should 
hardly be in a position to grant access to the Brighton and Hove Company. 
They cannot get access to that site without interfering with our property. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: Col. Lloyd has within the last tew 
months made a claim on a portion of this land, as part of the manor of 
Lancing, as being waste land, and belonging to him. The Brighton and 
Hove Company have given notice, in regard to this very land, both to us 
and to Col. Lloyd, and those whom he represents. Col. Lloyd’s claim in- 
cludes all that is now used as a wharf. [Witness pointed out the colonel’s 
claim on the plan.] The Shoreham Harbour Commissioners made the road 
to the east of the basin. Supposing the commissioners claim, or Col. Lloyd's 
claim, to be good, there would be no difficulty in the company laying their 
pipes along there, and so into the public road, with the permission of either 
of those two parties. (Witness was examined at considerable length as to 
the right of the Harbour Commissioners to grant power to use the road 
leading to the wharf, and continued.) We intend to build ornamental 
villas, and that class of houses, but at present they are all in nubibus. They 
are some distance eastward of the gas-works. I am not a promoter of the 
gas-works, but have taken 200 shares, and am liable for 200 five shillings 
for preliminary expenses. The company are to pay us £1000 per acre. 
Supposing price and everything else was agreeable, I do not think we could 
be as well supplied by the Brighton and Hove Company, because new works 
would supply gas better and cheaper. If a new company for £100,000 can 
supply the public as well as a company with a capital of £250,000, the con- 
sumer would sooner have a reduction. There are no physical difficulties. 
Ido not think the Brighton and Hove Company have mains at present 
through Aldrington. I do not know it was only three shares—one in ten— 
Mr. Ingram had allotted to him. It was ten in respect of the thirty he had. 
I trust to my memory for that. He sold the forty for £1000. 

The CHAIRMAN, in reply to Mr. Grantham (for the Shoreham Harbour 
Commissioners), said the learned counsel could not cross-examine this 
witness. 

Re-examined by Mr. Witkryson: If there are mains running into Ports- 
lade they must pass through our estate, but I do not know whether there 
are any. They may come the other way. There are works at New Shore- 
ham, and also at Hove. We have objected to parties laying things down 
the road. The title of the Harbour Commissioners rests entirely upon an 
agreement with the late Mr. Fuller for the use of a portion of his lands in 
the parish of Aldrington for a floating basin and wharves. That agreement 
was come toin 1854, as the result of litigation; and beyond the user for 
wharfage purposes they have no right whatever to this land. Col. Lloyd is 
banker to the Brighton and Hove Company, and we never heard of his 
claim to this land till these proceedings in Parliament were contemplated. 
He has done nothing more than erect a post to define wreck-rights, which 
would give him no claim to interfere with this site. 

Mr. John Ingram, examined by Mr. WILKINSON. 

Tam solicitor to the Ingram estate. In October, 1865, some timber was 
stored on the estate, and I wrote to Mr. Austin, the owner of the timber, 
who replied he would not have used the ground if he had knownit belonged 
to us, and would remove it, which was done. An application was made by 
Mr. Paddon, on behalf of the Brighton and Hove Company, for part of this 
very land for a coal-store. In the course of that correspondence I wrote to 
Mr.Paddon that it would be difficult to fix the rent, looking at the prospective 
large building operations, which would sooner or later occasion a demand 
for gas-works. Afterwards, on the 1lth of November, 1865,I received a 
letter enclosing a copy of the notice, and a tracing showing the ground re- 
——, for their own gas-works. No question was raised with regard to 
the title, 

Cross-examined by Mr. AncHIBALD: I cannot say that at the time of those 
communications Mr. Paddon was aware of Col. Lloyd's claim. I know they 
gave him notice. At the timethey applied for this site for a coal-store there 
was no intention of using it as such for any other company. 

Re-examined by Mr. Witkrxson: We first thought of appropriating this 
land for the gas-works in 1864—a long time preceding the application by 
Mr. Paddon. 

Mr. G. W. Stevenson, examined by Mr. Witkryson. 

Tam a civil engineer, of great experience in gas matters; a member of the 
Associated Institute of Engineers, and have been engineer to the corpora- 
tion of Halifax and other important enterprises in gas. I am now engineer 
to several gas companies. I have been consulted by the promoters of this 
bill, and in consequence visited Brighton. I have examined the site for the 
proposed works, and think it one of the most eligible that could have been 
selected. I am aware the Brighton and Hove Company also chose the same 
site. The population of Brighton and the district proposed to be supplied 
in connexion with it is about 110,000. The number of houses is about 
16,000. The average consumption of gas per head of the population varies 
from about 1000 feet in poor towns, and where the gas is supplied under 
improper conditions (that is to say, where it is bad in quality, and at a high 
price), to about 3000 feet in prosperous towns, and where the gas is supplied 
under favourable conditions. The consumption of gas in Brighton is very 
much less than it ought to be. It is a prosperous town, and a fashionable 
watering-place, and the consumption ought to be approaching, if not fully, 
up to 3000 feet per headof the population. That would give a consumption 
of about 330 million feet per annum, whereas it is about between 200 mil- 
lion and 250 million, as near as I can ascertain it. 

By the Cuarrman: That is about 2000 feet, or a little more, per head on 
the present population. 

Examination continued: From the general character of Brighton, it 
ought to be larger. The only explanation of the cause why it is not is that 
up to very recently the gas has been at the extravagantly high price of 5s. 
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per 1000 feet, and has been, and is still, of an inferior quality. At present 
there are two companies supplying Brighton, the Brighton Company, 


two works, one at Hove, and the other at New Shoreham. The Blackrock 
company supply a certain district to the east of Brighton and omit a por- 
tion to the west; while the Hove Company supply the whole of the western 
district, but omit a portion to the east, Both companies charge the same 
price, and supply practically the same quality of gas. I do not know whe- 
ther the shareholders in the existing companies are resident or not. I 
believe the meetings are held in London. I have contrasted the rate 
charged for gas at Brighton with that paid at other towns during the same 
ears. 
i Mr. Ricuarps said he would take the opinion of the committee whether 
it was competent to his learned friend to go into the question of price. 
For two mortal days was it debated before the referees, and they had re- 
ported upon the price which ought to be charged, as well as upon the 
existing rate. s 
Mr. O’Matey said there was no report of the referees upon this bill. 
Mr. Ricuarps said there was y oy the Brighton and Hove eng ™ 
bill, and it was arranged that the two should be taken together. His 
learned friend was actually asking about the price now charged by the 
Hove Company. 
Mr. O'MALLEY said technically it was found that the price should be 
8s, 6d. per 1000 feet. 
The CuarrMAn said the question was whether or not this particular bill 


to inquire into, and therefore he thought the examination might proceed. 
Examination continued ; At the time those companies were charging 5s, 
for 12-candle gas, Plymouth, under precisely the same circumstances with 
regard to coal, was charging 2s. 9d. for 14-candle gas, and paying the full 

rliamentary dividend—84 per cent.—that being, I think, the average 
ividend on the whole of their capital. Plymouth is on the sea the same 
as Brighton is, and has to get its coals from the same source, only it has 
rather further to carry them. It has a better harbour, no doubt; but that 
would not make more than 1s. a ton difference in the coal. Liverpool was 
charged 3s. 2d. for 22-candle gas, whereas it is now charging 3s. When 
Brighton was charging 5s., Manchester was charging 3s. 2d. for 22-candles; 
Salford, 3s. 4d. for the same illuminating power; Leeds, 3s. 4d, for 18-candle 
gas; Bradford, 3s. 4d. for 16-candle gas; Huddersfield, 3s. 6d. for 14-candle 
gas; and Nottingham, 3s. for 16-candie gas. But it should be remembered 
that though some of these places are in coal districts, the value of the 
residual products is in an exact ratio to the cost of the coal; and that 
whereas coke in Brighton sells for from 24s. to 27s. per ton, in some of the 
places I have mentioned it is a perfect drug, and does not sell for more than 
5s.aton. At Leeds, there are two companies in active opposition, which 
is very advantageous to both the companies and the consumers; the com- 
panies compete with each other most actively, both with regard to the 
quality and the price, and the customers get the benefit of it. At the same 
time the companies divide the full dividend they are permitted by Parlia- 
ment, and, I believe, the price of gas is being constantly reduced. I have 
prepared estimates of the Aldrington, Hove, and oe Gas wees ue to 
produce 800,000 feet of gas per day, or 143 million feet in the year. The 
items are as follows:— 
Estimated Cosi of Works to produce 800,000 Feet per Day, or 143,000,000 

Feet per Annum. 

98 through retorts, 18 feet long, including mouthpieces, fur- 


naces, hydraulic and foul mains, and all appendages . . . £ 3,430 
i. - th tt a - «¢ 6 « © + £ & kh © & 800 
Engine, boiler, andexhauster. . . . . . + + «© «© « 850 
po Pa ee eee 480 
Ammonia apparatus. . . 26 © © © © © © © © © 600 
DE «  s.:et soltecm # O. G28 0) 6 #44 @. 05.0, Oe 
Station-meter amd governor ... . + .- ++ 6 « . 488 
Two gasholders and tanks, 120 fect diameter, in two 12-feet 

lifts, containing together 542,880 fect. . . . . . 8,686 
Pipes and valves uponthe works. . . ....... 609 
The buildings, consisting of retort-house, engine and boiler- 

house, purifying house and shed, coal-store, house for 

station-meterand governor, foreman’s house, stores, boundary 

wall, extra foundations, and generally 2 * 2.8 8,153 
Weigh-bridge . -— 4 s+ = oe 8 © 4s &. « 50 
The distributing apparatus . . . . 1. - + « « « « 46,398 
PTT ‘5 6 t+ 6 6 ee we we ec ose se + CR 
Ae ae eee eee ae eee 
Engineer’s commissionon worksand mains . .. .. . 2,415 
Preliminary and parliamentary expenses . . . .. . . 2,000 
Pe cn aioe < + +} fe eee oe 

£89,700 





Estimated Income and Expenditure on a Sale of 125,125,000 Feet of 


Gas per Annum, 

Income— 
125,125,000 feet of gas, equal to 14 sperm candles, at 3s. 6d. . £21,893 
11,657 chaldrons of coke,at@s. . . .. + + «-. 5,246 
Tar and ammoniacalliquor . . . .. ++ + e « + 1,166 

Expenditure— £28,305 
13,989 tons of coal, at 16s... . © « «. - « » £iil,l9l 
1,554 tons of camnel, at 24s. . . . «© «© © «© « 1,865 
a ek ns! dete is ee 453 
Wages on the works andinthestreets . . .. . 2,914 
en a 6 ake 6 Se Se 4. ee ee ff 990 
Directors and auditors . . . . . »« + » «© « 350 
ee Balle tik Wal.) 4dhc 6) a, poled 328 
Bad debts and allowances . . . 2.» » w» « 218 
SE Eee nee 50 
Repairsto worksandmains ......e6. 1,192 
Office-rent, rates, amdtaxes . . . ..... 657 
2 6 othe “Ge. oe) oe we 328 
Depreciation and renewal . . . . 6 + © © 790 





21,326 
7°66 percent, oncapital . ... . ,. £6,979 
Cost of gas at the consumers meters, 28°60d. per 1000 feet. 


This estimate is based on the assumption that the company would divide 
the business with the existing companies. 

\ > CuarrMan; I see you put the price of coal at 16s.; is not that too 
Ow 

Witness: No; we had it in evidence before the referees that the price paid 
by the Brighton and Hove Company was 16s. 7d.0°6 ; and our works being 
Situated where they are, instead of where their works are, will make a 
difference of 1s. 2d. in the cost of the coal in haulage and in the toll 
which there is between. We had that also in evidence, so that I am over- 
stating the cost of the coal when I put it at 16s. per ton. 

Examination continued: That calculation gives about 2s. 4}d. as the cost 








haying works at Blackrock, and the Brighton and Hove Company, having | 


should pass, and that turned upon considerations open to this committee | 


| per 1000 feet. I know the amount of the authorized capital of the Black- 
rock Company; it is £120,000. I am not sure whether that is exclusive of 
borrowing powers. The present capital of the Hove Company is £100,000, 
with £20,000 borrowing powers. That would give a total capital of £240,000 
for the supply of a district containing 110,000 inhabitants, which seems to 
me excessive. New works are usually constructed at 16s, to 20s, a head of 
the population. Brighton is not a cheap place in which to construct works, 
on account of the great length of piping required; the cost there would be 
from 28s. to 30s. per head. I am aware that the Hove Company propose to 
increase their capital to £310,000, making the total capital of the two com- 
panies £430,000, upon which larger amount of capital it would be necessary 
to provide dividends before the consumer could get any benefit. Contrasting 
that state of things with what is proposed by this bill, the new company 
would be an advantage to the town for many reasons, I never heard of 
three companies coalescing, and that would ensure a fair, honest trade 
competition. The pro company is entirely promoted by consumers of 
gas in the district; I consider that advantageous. They propose to supply 
s of a better quality and ata lower price than has ever been offered in 

righton before. They propose to incorporate in their Act a clause giving 

wer to test the gas at any hour of the day or night. They also propose, 
yy a clause in their bill, to issue full ad accounts, stating the onpeee 
ture and income under each head, as is required by the Gas-Works C 
Act (only there is no form prescribed, and it is ovations and they propose 
to ascertain the amount of gas consumed by the public lamps by an average 
meter indication. All those are advantages which the pablio of Brighton 
have never yet possessed. 

Mr, Ricnarps: You will give us the “ auction” clauses, too, perhaps? 

Witness: Yes; the “auction ” clauses, too. 

Examination continued: The corporation have submitted clauses with 
respect to the opening of the streets to this company, which have been 
acceded to, and will be inserted in the bill. The corporation do not object 
to this bill. I have mapped the district, so far as the mains are concerned. 
We have arranged that no large main shall be laid on the main road 
fronting the sea, King’s Road, Marine Parade, and all that beautiful wide 
road; that no larger main shall be laid there than 6 inches, and the leading 
mains for the bulk of the town are to follow the back streets. The prose 
of the site of the new works to the basin and harbour would be a great ad- 
vantage for this company; but it would be a great misfortune to the Hove 
Company if they were required to move their works to the site which - 
have scheduled. They have scheduled 6 acres of land in connexion wit 
their existing works, which will give them more than double the land they 
now have, and supply them with a site for the next twenty or thirty years 
tocome. The works are of a most costly character, and I should not think 
they intend to move them. If they could have secured this site before they 
began to erect their works, it would have been much more advantageous 
than their present site. My attention has often been called to the result of 
the clauses in the Gas-Works Clauses Act limiting the dividends to 10 per 
cent., but have never heard of any practical advantage to the consumer 
from them. There was an application made to the quarter sessions at Sal- 
ford against the Ashton Company last year to get the price of gas reduced, 
on account of the company having created a contingent-fund, and paid the 
income-tax out of the dividends, and expended money on renewals of works, 
alterations and so on, to the extent of £12,000. They tried to get the price 
reduced, and the quarter sessions held that they had no jurisdiction, and 
the case was dismissed. It is reported in the Journat or Gas LicuTine 
in July, 1865, and there is a leading article on it. Where the limit is fixed by 
a special Act at (say) 3s. 6d.,I prefer that to the protection under the 
general Act. The maximum price is certain, but the other method is quite 
uncertain. My attention has been directed to the mode in which the 
capital of the Brighton and Hove Company has been dealt with, by adding 
revenue to capital. I saw the report of the directors, recommending that 
one new £10 share should be created and allotted to each shareholder 
for every three shares, and that was done by a stroke of the pen, without 
any capital being paid up. That is not raising capital at all; it is creating 
it. The promoters of the Hove Bill say in their preamble that they have 
raised the whole of their share capital, but that is not a truthful statement. 
By our bill we propose one uniform rate. I am quite sure 3s. 6d, is a suf- 
ficient price for the district proposed to be supplied. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricnarps: I think there is too much capital in- 
vested in Brighton already for the amount of gas consumed. My remedy 
is to supply gas of a better quality and ata lower price, which cannot be 
done without the investment of a third capital, Ido not say you cannot 
get better gas except with a fresh company. 

Mr. Ricuarps: You gave us a number of places at which the gas is 
below 3s, Gd. Does it not strike you, as a gas engineer, that unless you 
have all the circumstances of those places before you, with regard to the 
price of coal, residual products, labour, and everything else, the mere con- 
clusion is worth very little? 

Witness : You must know all the relative circumstances. 

Mr. Ricwarps: It strikes me as almost ungrateful that you did not men- 
tion Halifax ? 

Witness : I am not the engineer. 

Mr. Ricuarps: You were the engineer, but you have omitted to tell us 
the price at Halifax ? 

Vitness ; The maximum price at Halifax is 4s. for 14 sperm candles. 
Outside the borough the maximum price is 5s.—they charge what they 
ong ba the average price of all the gas sold is3s. 74d. Large consumers 

ave a large discount, reducing the price to 3s.24d. In Halifax a poor man 
would be charged 4s. Ninety-five per cent. of the houses in Halifax have gas, 
which shows the inhabitants are content with the price. I think the charge 
is too high, and have stated my opinion to the corporation repeatedly. I 
think the consumption of gas at Brighton should be very large indeed, 
being a fashionable winter watering-place. There would be more gas con- 
sumed in Nottingham than in Brighton, because a manufacturing town 
requires more gas than a non-manufacturing town, 

By the Cuarrman: Brighton is exceptional, even as a watering-place, 
being a winter watering-place. 

Cross-examination continued: I said before the referees that £450 ought 
to present a productive power of 1 million feet.ef gas. The Independent» 
od I think, the South Metropolitan, supply 1 million feet for less than 
that amount. I have constructed works myself at less than £300 per 
million feet. I heard Mr. Anderson state the price, on the Newark Bill, at 
from £550 to £600 per million feet. I have taken more than that for this 
estimate—£627—as I am supposing a new company going into competi- 
tion with two existing companies, and dividing the business with them; 
then we have a larger capital. 

Mr. Ricnarps: You have here two old capitals, and yet you take an un- 
necessarily large capital for another company? 





Witness : | have stated my estimate for this company, and upon that we 
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can divide 74 per cent., with the price of gas at 3s. 6d. I have only been 
down to Brighton twice on this matter. 1 did not see Mr. Flintoff there. 
I do know whether they have consulted him about this bill. I looked 
through the clauses proposed by the corporation at the request of the soli- 
citor to the company, to see if there was anything prejudicial in them. I 
think I recommended the introduction of the meter clauses for the public 
lamps.’ The auction clauses were proposed by the corporation. I do not 
know that half the houses in Brighton are under £20 rental. I went upon 
the census return, adding a oes t per centage for increase. In Halifax we 
supply, perhaps, 4000 houses, which pay less than 6d. a week for their gas, 
but the consumption of gas should be very much greater in Brighton. Be- 
cause there are poor houses it does not follow that they should not burn 


gas. 

Re-examined by Mr. O'Matxey: The operation of the auction clausefis 
that a certain proportion of the shares are required to be put up by auction, 
and any premium so acquired is expended on capital which does not bear a 
dividend. It really amounts to this, that the shares sell so as to realize 
about 4 or 44 per cent. dividend. People are willing to invest their 
money if they can see a prospect of getting 44 per cent. clear for it; in fact, 
it operates to keep down the capital. I look at the multiplication of capital 
by multiplying companies as a question for the public, who ought not to be 
prejudiced by the fact of their being two companies with exaggerated 
capitals. It is a question for the companies how much they spend on their 
works and increase their capital, but the consumers want good gas at a fair 
price, and if they can get better{and cheaper gas from the new company 
than from the old, they ‘ought to have it. 

Mr. O’Mattey: Now, with regard to Mr. Flintoff, I am sure I should be 
very glad if this ghost that haunts the old companies could be made visible. 
Has he had anything to do with this company? 

Witness : 1 do not think he has. I know nothing.about him in connexion 
with this company. 

Mr. George Anderson, examined by Mr. O’Matiey. 

Iam a civil engineer, residing, in London, and have devoted a deal of 
attention to the supply of gas. I have constructed gas-works of all sizes, 
large and small, for the last fifteen or twenty years. I have examined the 
site of the proposed works. I also know the sites of the works of the Hove 
Company at New Shoreham and Hove. I do not consider the Aldriugton site 
would be of any use to them, since I have heard that they have the power 
of increasing their present works. For anew company such as this, it is 
the best site for the supply of Brighton. Close to the water—no cartage, no 
turnpikes—and therefore in the most advantageous place for getting coal 
and material cheap, it is the place where you can manufacture gas the 
cheapest. I agree with the ouikanes given by Mr. Stevenson, as well as that 
of Mr. Hawksley before the referees. I think 3s. 6d. a fair maximum price 
for gas in that neighbourhood. I hold six gas-works on lease, and am also 
a gas manufacturer. Iam consulting engineer to many large companies, 
and know all about the price at which gas should be sold. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: I do not supply fas anywhere at 
3s. 6d. per 1000. The price at Dover is about 4s, There 4s no similarity 
between Dover and Brighton. The price at Dover is actually 4s. 3d., with a 
discount of I think 5 per cent. allowed on payments made within six weeks. 
The price was reduced from 4s. 6d. to 4s. 3d. last January, I think; Iam 
not certain whether it was decided to take place from January or March. 
In 1859 we charged 5s. or 5s. 6d., and the consumption was about 40 
million; now it is upwards of 60 millions. But Brighton being upwards of 
200 millions, if you take it by ratio you will find the price proposed comes 
out higher for Brighton than even 4s. 6d. would be to Dover. The illumi- 
nating power at Dover is 12 to 14 candles—the parliamentary minimum 12. 
Isupply Canterbury and Dover in conjunction with Mr. Jones. A reduc- 
tion has been made in Canterbury lately by the company—not by us. 
We supply the gas at a fixed price, and are responsible for its being of a 
certain illuminating power. I do not think the Canterbury people grumble 
at the quality of the gas we supply. I ought to state that * en has beena 
very great agitation in Canterbury of late. There was a new company 
formed, and the old company brought down their price, and of course there 
are a number of persons dissatisfied. The new company did not go on,and 
under those circumstances there would, no doubt, be something like a paper 
war for some time. 

Mr. Ricwarps: I find in this paper an address to the directors of the 
company—* We, the undersigned gas consumers of Canterbury, beg respect- 
fully to call the immediate attention of the directors of the Canterbury Gas 
Company to the following facts: That although the gas is now reduced 
from 5s. 6d. to 4s. per 1000 feet, yet it is so bad in quality ”—for which Mr. 
Anderson is responsible—“ and in illuminating power ”—for which you and 
Mr. Jones are responsible—* that a large increased consumption is entailed 
upon us to enable us to obtain the same amount of light as formerly.” 
j That is mes A what they accuse us of? 

Witness: Yes. 

Mr. RicArps: Now, just observe how very curious it is: “Thé conse- 
quence is that in spite of the large reduction our bills are just as heavy, 
; and in some instances heavier than they were under the old tariff, whilst 
| the light is scarcely, if at all, improved.” Was that true at Canterbury? It 
is signed by 45 gentlemen. 

Witness ; I will give you an answer. Twelve months ago, when the 
agitation commenced, the Canterbury Company called usin. In obeying their 
summons we examined their works, and found that in many parts they had 
not above 2/10ths to 3/L0ths pressure at the consumers meters, which was 
about half or a third of what it should be. The’ South-Eastern Railway 
Company were about to make works for their own supply. The Govern- 
ment proposed to do the same, and had even called in their engineer to report 
on the works. The gas company, in that state of things, under our advice, 
enlarged their mains throughout most of the town, and expended £2000 or 
£3000 last summer in doing it; the consequences being that, where there 
was before 2/10ths or 3/10ths of an inch pressure, there is now 6/10ths, 
8/10ths, or 10/10ths, which is the proper pressure. Of course, to the people 
in these districts their accounts must have gone up. I believe that is correct, 
and also just; but their allegation that the gas is not improved is not cor- 
rect, and is unjust, because ever since we took to manufacturing the gas we 
Have employed cannel coal regularly, which was never done before. We 
use the best Newcastle coal, but in addition we use cannel coal, because in 
order to get rid of the new company the old company agreed to raise the 
illuminating power from 12 to 14 candles, and a photometer has been 
erected, and the door of the photometer-room is open to the public. The 
door is within 10 feet from the pavement, and the public may and do come 
in to see the gas tested. The company have taken most rigorous pains that 
we should produce gas of good illuminating power. The public in general 
do not say the gas is of inferior quality, but there are a few malcontents. 
The paper was signed by 45 people, but 45 out of thousands are very few. 
As soon as I saw that paper I wrote to the chairman of the gas company. 











The Cuarrman intimated that this need not be continued. 

Cross-examination continued: The capital a» ey > a million 
feet a year varies according to the size of the works, from £400 up to 
£1000. Fora place like Brighton I should say about £600. It is not more 
than that at Dover. 

Re-examined by Mr. O'Matury: My estimate of 3s. 6d. for Brighton is 
for 14-candle gas. We have reckoned to use about 10 per cent. of cannel 
coal. If no cannel coal were used I should not expect gs of such good 
illuminating power. As we look upon those things now, I certainly do not 
think that a town like Brighton should be supplied without cannel mixed 
with other coal. The tendency now, in all towns, is to increase the illu- 
minating power. 

By Mr. Ricuarps: You cannot reckon upon more than 12 candles from 
common coal. 

Mr. O’Mattey said that was the case on behalf of the promoters of the 
Aldrington Bill; and he proposed, on the question of title to the site, to 
put in a tithe commutation map of 1845, as evidence that the land belonged 
to the devisees of Mr. Ingram. 

Mr. Ricuarps submitted that this was no evidence whatever of the title 
though it might be of the person who was titheable. 

The CuarrMan: The committee are of opinion that the evidence cannot 
be admitted. 

Mr. Burke proceeded to 7 the case for the Brighton and Hove General 
Gas Bill, and to reply upon the evidence of the promoters of the Aldrington 
scheme. Hesaid he was placed in a somewhat awkward position, for though 
he represented the promoters of a bill, and in a general way would be entitled, 
to make out his case in the first instance, yet, from the peculiar circumstances 
in which he found himself, he was called upon to answer an opposition which, 
for two days, had been directed against the bill, which had not as yet been 
opened before the committee. He would endeavour to deal with the case in 
the best way he could, and would as briefly as possible state some few facts 
which it was necessary the committee should know in reference to who the 
promoters were, and what was the object they sought to accomplish. He 
would then advert to the case which had been made on the other side, and 
endeavour to show that his learned friends had established no claim upon the 
consideration of Parliament. The company which he represented were esta- 
blished in the year 1825, under a deed, and afterwards became incorporated 
by Act of Parliament in the second year of the reign of her present Majesty, 
the limits within which they were entitled to supply gas being Brighton, 
Hove, Preston, Portslade, Southwick, and two or three other smaller places. 
They erected their works at Hove, at a time when that place was a mere 
agricultural district, and before es existed in the neighbourhood. 
Whatever population there was at Hove now had come to them, and not the 
company to it, for at the time the works were erected the only residence 
there consisted of a farmhouse, the property of Mr. Vallance, who sold them 
the land, and was one of the promoters of the undertaking. By their present 
bill, the company proposed to take two additional sites—one being in exten- 
sion of their present property at Hove, but not to be used for manufacturing 
purposes; and the other the piece of land at Aldrington which had been the 
subject of discussion in connexion with the scheme of their eee. With 
reference to the former spot, the bill, as originally introduced, contained 
clauses giving the company compulsory powers of purchase, but he was happy 
to state that an arrangement had been come to by which the owners, the trus- 
tees of the late Mr. Vallance, were willing it should be so appropriated. He 
(Mr. Burke) thought this was no bad evidence, primé facie, that the persons 
most interested in the property did not think the extension of the works would 
be a nuisance, or in any way likely to deteriorate the value of their large 
estate in the neighbourhood. In point of fact, it had become absolutely essen- 
tial that the company should have power to extend their means of supplying 
gas to the town of Brighton. The other company had their works on the road 
to Rottingdean, on the opposite side of the town; they had also been esta- 
blished for some considerable time, and at an earlier period of their history 
the two companies had to some extent been competitors. But, as was truly 
enough said by their opponents, competition had ceased, as it always did 
cease wherever it was possible to come to a mutual arrangement between 
companies. The promoters of the present bill also —- to extend their 
limits, and include the parish of Old Shoreham and the parish of Lancing. 
The reason for the latter extension was that there had been established at 
Lancing a college for middle-class education, and the authorities of that col- 
lege were desirous to obtain a supply of gas. With regard to the parish of 
Aldrington, which the promoters of the other bill said they were anxious to 
supply with gas, it was, as the committee had heard, a place without a popu- 
lation. It consisted sslely of one house and the ruins of a church, and, there- 
fore, there was no kind of necessity to establish a company to light that parish 
with gas. It was evident, upon the face of it, that the promoters of that 
scheme cared nothing for Aldrington; all they wished-was that they might 
get power to establish works, carry their mains into Brighton, and compete 
with the existing companies, although to give colour to their case they talked 
about proposed building operations in the parish of Aldrington. With regard 
to the land they sought to appropriate, he would venture to assert in imine, 
that the manner in which they had proposed to obtain it was not sufficient to 
enable them to carry out their intention, and that fact alone was an ample 
reason why the committee should reject their bill. They said they had con- 
tracted for the land. With whom? They had contracted with the repre- 
sentatives of a family whose title was in dispute, and it might hereafter turn 
out that they had contracted with persons who had no right toconvey. The 
had taken no compulsory powers in their bill for the acquisition of the land, 
whereas the Brigthon and Hove Company had done so, and had given notice 
to all the parties interested; and if the bill now before the committee was 
passed, and the Ingram family could make out no title to the land, they 
would pay the money into court in the usual way. On the other 
hand, should the Aldrington esi | succeed with their bill, and Col. 
Lloyd should make good his claim, they having no compulsory powers, 
would find themselves unable to carry out their contemplated arrange- 
ments. He ventured to submit to the committee that they never could 
give effect to the contract. If they passed the Aldrington bill in the form 
in which it was brought before them, it would be determining the title of 
the parties to this land, and the result would be that the Ingram family 
would have a strong case against Col. Lloyd, for they would say: ‘ Before a 
parliamentary committee we established our title, and they determined that 
the land should be taken,” although Col. Lloyd’ had had no notice served 
upon him, and was not here to maintain his claim. He (Mr. Burke) made 
this observation in dimine in reference to the property at Aldrington. He 
did not deny that the land was fitted for the a of a gas company ; but 
what he maintained was that the promoters of the present bill were the only 
persons in a position under the Standing Orders of Parliament to take pos- 
session of that land, and Col. Lloyd petitioned against the other bill on this 
very ground. With reference to the Brighton and Hove Company, he would 
go on to remark that their original capital under the deed was £50,276. By 
the Act of 1837 that capital was increased to £100,000, and by a subsequent 
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Act their powers were somewhat extended. By the present bill it was pro- 
= to raise the capital to £250,000, with the ordinary borrowing powers. 
y the last Act the maximum price of gas was fixed at 6s. per 1000 cubic 
feet; by the present bill the maximum was fixed at 4s. in the town of 
Brighton, 5s. at Hove, and 6s, elsewhere. The committee had before them 
the report of the referees, and he might shortly allude to that hereafter. 
That report stated what in their opinion would be a remunerative price, and 
he had no doubt he should be able to satisfy them when they came to con- 
sider clauses what the price really should be. As he had already stated, this 
company was established so long ago as 1825, on land far away from houses, 
and it was not till the year 1852, more than a quarter of a century after the 
works were in full operation, that a gentleman named Kirkpatrick bought a 
considerable portion of ground at Hove, and appropriated it for the purpose 
of building. Those buildings were begun and rapidly increased, so that in 
1858 the place became of sufficient importance to justify the passing of an 
Act of Parliament, called the Hove Improvement Act. But not only had 
Hove and Cliftonville increased in extent, but as the evidence already before 
the committee proved, the population of the entire istrict in and around 
Brighton had increased -to a very considerable degree, a fact in itself sufficient 
to indicate the sey bed an enlargement of this company’s works. He 
found from the figures before him that between the years 1861 and 1865 no 
less than 1500 new houses were built in Brighton, with an addition 
to the inhabitants of that town of 10,000 persons. And here he 
might state that, singularly enough, in the agreement with the Vallance 
family there was an absolute covenant on the part of the promoters of this 
bill so lately as the year 1859, when they obtained additional land, to con- 
tinue in perpetuity the works which they had established at Hove. And he 
should be in a position to prove that the land they now proposed to take 
there was so situated that the extension of those works could not prejudice 
the owners of adjoining property. He did not deny that it was possible per- 
sons from the neighbourhood might not be found to come forward and say 
they would rather have such works removed ; but the committee must bear 
in mind that those persons voluntarily went into the vicinity of the works, 
and that the company did not go to them; therefore they had no right to 
complain. 
mo CHAIRMAN: There is no objection, is there, to the preamble of this 
ill ? 
Mr. Pemser: I appear on three petitions against it. 
Mr. Burke said it was not denied on the other side that some persons 
should be armed with power to supply an additional quantity of gas to 
Brighton—the gist of the inquiry was, who should do it. Upon this point 
issue was taken—whether the existing company should by an increase of 
their capital and an extension of their works perform the duty, or whether a 
new company with fresh capital and fresh works should be started for the 
purpose. He hoped he should have no difficulty in proving that, on the 
principles of public — and justice, the very moderate powers which 
|| this company asked for should be accorded them, and that the other parties 
should not be allowed to establish themselves in competition with them. He 
quite agreed that opposition to a new scheme on the mere ground of competi- 
tion ought not to lead to the rejection of a bill, unless there were some 
reasons of public polity and convenience in connexion with it; but when he 
showed the committee, as he should do in this case, that competition must 
result in an evil to the —_ and that the whole case on the other side was 
perfectly hollow, he believed they would come to the conclusion that the 
opposition scheme was not worthy of their sanction. It was a got up com- 
pany. Who were the promoters? He did not mean to speak invidiously 
when he said they were three small tradesmen in Brighton. Their bill stated 
who they were. The first was an auctioneer, the second was a gasfitter, the 
third a grocer. God forbid that he should say they were not respectable men, 
but he might venture to suggest that this fact did not give much indication 
of the new company being loudly called for by any great public necessity. It 
was usual in such cases to find some of the leading men in local affuirs taking 
part in the undertaking, and no doubt Brighton would not be an exception to 
the rule if there were any real desire on the part of the inhabitants generally 
to see the Aldrington Company established. Were the committee to be told 
that these three small tradesmen of Brighton represented the whole of the 
wealthy and influential inhabitantsof the place? Certainly not; and there- 
fore he submitted that it was quite manifest this was a mere speculative un- 
dertaking, got up by these parties for some ulterior purpose. ere was one 
bill before this, promoted two years ago, but that was withdrawn, and no 
doubt there were means by which this bill might be withdrawn also. Every 
one knew how easily things of this sort were got up, and how readily petitions 
in favour of new schemes could find signatures. Counsel had to do with 
dozens of such cases every year. A cry of ‘cheap gas’’ was raised, a man 
named Flintoff was brought down from London to make a speech, and then 
arties went round to the consumers to tell them—* You are now paying 4s. 
or gas, we will supply you at 3s. 6d. if you will give us your signature.” 
Such subscriptions were not worth the paper they were written upon. And 
although one of the witnesses for the Aldrington Bill spoke of ‘* some one else 
in the background,” all the committee knew as a fact was that they had only 
£100 subscribed for parliamentary expenses. But who was this ‘‘some one 
else in the background?” They had it upon the notes that the total amount 
subscribed was ls. per share, and as the company had 2000 shares subscribed 
for, the amount at their disposal was just £100, not enough to pay one day’s 
expenses before the committee. Such was their position. As he had re- 
marked before, he did not want to state, or to have it assumed, that the 
observations made went to the respectability of the gentlemen whose names 
were inserted in the bill. He did not deny that they might be respectable 
tradesmen, but they were not the gentlemen whose names one might expect 
to find in a billof this kind if the great town of Brighton, with its 90,000 
inhabitants, and great wealth and respectability, were really in earnest in 
prosecuting this undertaking. When the committee found all those names 
absent, their very absence told as plainly as words could tell that this 
was @ matter got up by a small clique of speculators, and not called 
for by any public necessity. He should show, moreover, that the 
passing of their bill would be a distinct evil. No doubt witnesses 
by the dozen could be got in all these cases to prove that the gas at present 
was inferior in quality and dear in price, for, as one of the witnesses said, 
“they always grumble when they have to pay.” So it happened in many 
cases ; a man got into arrears with his gas-rent, the supply was cut off, and 
then he abused the company. Another man’s fittings got out of order, he 
could not get a sufficient amount of gas, and immediately he called out, 
“Confound the gas company.” ‘Then again, on a windy night some of the 
public lamps were blown out, and the police immediately complained that 
theirs was the worst lighted town in the kingdom. It was impossible for the 
Companies to carry on their business without meeting with things of this 
Sort. The company he represented was composed of gentlemen of position, 
who were above resorting to such practices as had been insinuated on the 


public ; hey had never divided profits beyond the amount to which they 
were limited by their Act of Parliament; and although they had hitherto 
not been subject to all the provisions of the Gas Clauses Act, he should be 
prepared to show they had never conducted their business in a way that was 
inconsistent with that Act, and were ready and willing to introduce into their 
present bill all those restrictions and regulations which, in the course of 
modern legislation, were regarded as n for the protection of the con- 
sumers. Well, then, if the committee found an established company with 
adequate means to carry on their undertaking, composed of respectable gen- 
tlemen who were willing to place their operations under every proper parlia- 
mentary obligation, he would ask what possible necessity there was for the 
introduction of another company? The report of the referees (which the 
learned counsel read and commented upon at some length) disproved all the 
allegations against the company of misconduct in reference to the illuminat- 
ing power and purity of their gas; in fact, that report was entirely in their 
favour. Referring to the petition presented by the corporation of Brighton 
against this bill, he denied that any of the evidence on the other side sup- 
ported the charge that the company had made enormous profits, furnished 
an inadequate or inferior quality of gas, or conducted their operations on a 
lavish and improvident scale. The petition asserted that the company had 
forfeited their right toa monopoly, That, in fact, was the whole of their 
case, because all the other statements respecting the need of establishing 
testing apparatus, the right to compel the company to sell their shares by 
auction, &c., were matters which would come under the consideration of the 
committee, and could be disposed of when they came to discuss clauses. 
Then came the petition of Mr. Ingram, who said that he was the owner of 
the estate at Aldrington, which the promoters denied. He said that the 
land was very appropriate for the erection of gas-works, if a company could 
be found to erect works there. Well, here were the promoters ready and 
willing to take it. 

Mr. Pemper: Are you willing to put up your works there ? 

Mr. Burke said he had no doubt the company would do so, or they would 
not require the land. Then he came to the petition of the Hove Commis- 
sioners, who objected to the works in that parish; on that petition he would 
only remark again, that the inhabitants came to the works and not the com- 
pany tothem. The same allegation was made by the owners and occupiers 
of houses at Cliftonville, and the same observation applied tothem. With 
reference to the petition of the corporation of Brighton, it was clear that 
the company would not be in a position to meet their allegations except by 
the passing of this bill. If the Aldrington Bill only passed, so far as the 
present promoters were concerned, they would remain without being under 
those model clauses which they were willing to insert. Let the committee 
look at their position. The works were already in operation in the re 
their mains and pipes were in the ground, and they were ready to do all that 
was necessary to meet the requirements of their district. They had, accord- 
ing to the report of the referees, done all that could reasonably be expected 
of them in the past; and if this bill became law they would be able to do 
all that could be demanded of them in the future, without the expenditure 
of new capital by a new company in the erection of new works. It was 
obviously to the interests of the consumers of gas in Brighton and the public 
generally, that the minimum amount of capital should be expended in the 
supply of gas, because, in that case, the period when a reduction of price 
was — must be materially hastened. And the committee would re- 
member that no witness had been put in the box who could deny that the 
taking up of the streets and roads of the town would be a grievous nuisance 
to the inhabitants, and the experience of honourable members, with regard 
to the metropolis, must convince them that such must be the case. It was 
not only that mains required to be laid down and fresh services inserted, but 
there must necessarily be occasional fractures of pipes and escapes of gas, 
which had to be searched for and remedied. And this evil was multiplied 
by the number of companies whose distributing apparatus passed through 
the streets. The promoters of the Aldrington Company, although they 
called in the “‘eminent”’ Mr. Flintoff, had not ventured to put him in the 
box to be examined. 

Mr. O’Matiey: You have no right to make this statement unless you are 
going to prove it. 

Mr. Burke: It is in evidence, from one of your witnesses, that Flintoff 
attended the meeting and made a speech, and we know that he has been in 
the room to-day. 

Mr. O'MAttey: But what has his speech got to dowith it? Perhaps 
my friend will show who Flintoff is. 


Mr. Burke: We know who he is, but there is another gentleman, of far 
more importance, who has been consulted, and that is Mr. Hawksley, and 
they have not ventured to put him into the box, because they know what his 
advice was, 

Mr. O’Mattey: He was called in by the corporation. 


Mr. Burke: Who are petitioners against this bill. You have called the 
mayor and the aldermen to support your case, and say that a meeting of the 
corporation has been held in your favour, and yet you have not dared to call 
Mr. Hawksley, who is one of the most eminent gas engineers of the day. 
The absence of Mr. Hawksley is itself eloquent. You dare not put him in 
the box, and subject him to cross-examination. 


Mr. O’Matiey: I may tell you that we would have called him, but he 
told us he was retained by you. : 

Mr. BurKE proceeded to criticize the evidence of some of the witnesses for 
the Aldrington Company, and then remarked that it must be obvious that 
one company could supply the district much more cheaply than two, 
And if the committee should give the new compang power to enter the dis- 
trict, was it to be 7. the existing company would allow them quietly 
to take p ion of the busi ? Undoubtedly not. They would at once 
reduce their price to that at which the new company proposed to supply 
the town. It might be said that in such a case the consumers would be 
benefited. But would the companies submit to go on like that? Unquestion- 
ably not. They might go on supplying gas at a ruinous loss for a while, 
and then inevitably coalition would be the result. It was a strange thing 
that no witness had been called to say that competition could go on with 
advantage to the public. He (Mr. Burke) had had very much to do in the 
course of his practice with gas companies, and he confessed that he never 
met with a case in which competition had proved a benefit, and the course of 
modern legislation had been to put a stop to competition, as alike injurious 
to the companies and to the public at large. The Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, 
was expressly framed on the recognition of distinct and separate districts for 
each company, and the result of that arrangement was that the companies 
speedily obtained their maximum dividend, and there had been the reduction 
of the price of gas in all parts of London. Competition by that Act was 
declared to be inexpedient, and it established monopolies under parliamentary 
restrictions. 








other side, with the view to increase their own profits at the expense of the 
consumers. They were gentlemen who had tried to do their duty to the 








The CuarrMan said that was not exactly the purport of it. He was in the 
Home Office at the time. 
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‘Mr. O’Matizy said the fact was, the Act had become so my a nuisance, 
parties were now coming to Parliament for a revision of it. 
‘The CHAIRMAN said the metropolis was taken as one great whole, and 
bf divided the cake between them. 

r. Burks having read the preamble of the Metropolis Gas Act, said the 
principle there adopted had been carried out with advantage at Liverpool, 
and in other towns. In the city of Dublin last year his friend, Mr. 0’ Malley, 

nted a consumers company, whose case was heard before Parliament, 
and this year that company had amalgamated with the old companies. 

Mr. O’Matuey said the fact was the existing company had become such a 
nuisance that they had withdrawn. 

Mr. Burke said it was not the fact, for the three companies had become 
united. Such being the universal result of experience, could the committee 
now say that the right course to follow in Brighton was to sanction the in- 
troduction of a new company ? 


| express purpose of supplying gas cheaper ‘than the old companies, soon found 
they could not continue to do so, and they took advantage of the passing of 
the Metropolis Gas Act to raise the price. At Sheffield the Consumers Com- 
any soon came to grief; the same occurred at Limerick, at Reading, and at 
hester; in fact, he (Mr. Burke) did not know of the existence of a real con- 
sumers company. So would it be in'this case, and then the whole of the new 
capital would be useless. And what had the existing company done to de- 
serve all the loss and injury which they would sustain, for the effect of the 
competition would be to reduce their dividends for many years to come? 
it could be proved that they had misconducted th lves, they must be con- 
tent to bear the penalty. But when he found them opposed by a company 
like the Aldrington Company, originated by persons like those who were the 
promoters, and not supported by the influential residents of Brighton, he 
thought it fair to infer, even without the report of the referees, that there was 
no real ground of complaint against them. Then, again, he remarked that 
it sometimes happened Parliament sanctioned the purchase of existing gas 
works by corporate bodies, and if that should be the case hereafter in 
Brighton, the corporation would have three companies to buy up instead of 
two, if the Aldrington Bill were passed. Onall these grounds—viz., that the 
present companies were able to perform the service of the place on equitable 
terms, that the new company was originated by persons who were not even in 
possession of the land upon which their proposed works were to be erected, 
and that no public necessity or advantage could be pleaded for the introduc- 
tion of a third eompany, with fresh capital and fresh works, he submitted 
that the committee would be justified in rejecting the Aldrington scheme, and 
conferring upon the Brighton and Hove Company the additional powers they 
sought to obtain. 








Monpay, Marcu 12. 
Mr. Somers Clarke, examined by Mr. RicHArps. 

I am a solicitor at Brighton, and have been the solicitor for the Brighton 
and Hove Gas Company for upwards of twenty years. The company was 
originally established under the provisions of a trust deed in 1825. I first 
was connected with the company about the year 1828. At that time Hove 
was an agricultural parish with no buildings of importance except the old 
village at Hove. Brunswick Square was then commenced to be built; but 
that is close to Brighton, and a long distance from the gas-works, and for a 
long series of years the property continued in this state unoccupied by 
houses. The Clifton estate began to be built on in 1852, by which time the 
gas-works had greatly increased. The houses came to the gas-works. The 
company in 1848 had extended the site of their works to about two acres, 
and in 1859 they surrendered the lease of that piece of ground and obtained 
a new lease for a long term of that and about two acres more, making their 
— site about four acres. I was concerned as solicitor in getting that 

ease for the company, and have the lease with me. It is for a term of 99 
years. There is in it an express covenant that the demised premises shall 
always be used for the manufacture of carburetted hydrogen gas, and for 
no other purpose whatever. That covenant extends not only to the site 
demised by the lease, but also to the site originally purchased, so that it 
goes over the whole four acres, and it is extended also to any other site 
which might afterwards be acquired by the company. ‘There are also 
covenants with regard to the consuming of smoke and the protection of 
the Vallance estate. At that time the Clifton estate was nearly all built, 
and a great portion of it tenanted. Since that period the rents of houses 
in that locality have been rising notwithstanding jthe gas-works. Houses 
have been built close up to the works. We now seek to acquire some more 
land adjoining the present site to the northwards—about six acres. The 
land belongs to the trustees of Mr. Vallance, from whom we took the first 
site. The purchase of this land will not interfere with the laying out of the 
adjacent ground for building purposes. It is also proposed to take compul- 
sory powers to purchase a piece of land at Aldrington on the sea-beach, and 
we have given notice of our intention to do so to Ingram’s trustees, Colonel 
Carr Lloyd and his trustees, and to the commissioners of Shoreham 
Harbour. 

Mr. RicHarps: Are you aware, as a lawyer residing at Brighton and 
familiar with the place, whether there is or not any question of disputed 
ownership about the land ? 

Mr. O’MA.ey objected to the question, on the ground that Colonel 
Lloyd had been shut out on locus standi before the referees, and the 
Ingram family allowed to be heard. (The learned counsel read portions 
of the evidence taken by the referees in support of his position.) 

Mr. ArcuIBacp said he was before the referees on another point, and 
might state that the ground upon which Colqnel Lloyd was shut out was 
wc the Aldrington Company did not seek for compulsory powers to take 
the land. 

A long discussion took place upon this point, and ultimately 

The CiarrMAN said the committee would reject all evidence respecting 
Colonel Lloyd’s title. 

Examination continued: I know that the trustees of Shoreham Harbour 
claim a right over a certain portion of the road there, and I have given them 
notice of this application. I have made inquiry as to the extent of the 
tights claimed by the commissioners over that land, and also to the wharf 
which lies on the south side of the Wish Basin. They claim to deal with 
the soil as they please, and when the basin was made they sold the soil that 
was excavated. The road between the wharf and the high road is a road 
open to the public, and used by everybody for any purpose they please. 
We have powers under our Act to break up the carriage and footways 
of any public road for the purpose of laying down mains. If it is a private 
road, it is one belonging to the commissioners, and I have no doubt we 
should get their consent to open it for the purpose if necessary. The situa- 
tion of the land at Aldrington, being on the sea-shore, is very convenient for 
the works. There are no buildings at Aldrington except a turnpike-gate, 
one inn, and two or three cottages. We have works at New Shoreham, 
about four or five miles from our other works, for the purpose of supplying 
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that town. We propose by this bill to extend the limits of our suppiy to 
Old Shoreham and Lancing. At the latter place there is St. Nicholas Uol- 
lege, which we have been requested to light. The capital of the compan 
by the Act of 1825, was £50,276, with a small addition of about £800. It 
was divided into 107 £8 shares and 2471 £20 shares. 

By the CommitrEE: We propose to supply Lancing and Old Shoreham 
from the New Shoreham works. We require the extension at Hove to meet 
the requirements of Brighton. We have no power to go into old Shoreham 
and Lancing ourselves, unless we get permission by this bill. 

By Mr. Ricnarps: By our Act of 1839 the capital was increased to the 
extent of £100,000 with power to borrow £10,000. By our Act of 1848 we 
were authorized to make £5000 out of the £10,000 borrowed a primary 
charge. - a subsequent Act our borrowing powers were extended to 
£20,000. e have borrowed £15,000, I believe at 4 per cent. By this bill 
the share capital is extended to £250,000, being an increase of £150,000, 
and we take additional borrowing powers to the extent of one-fourth of the 
paid-up feapital. Our full borrowing powers will, therefore, be £60,000. 
The increase in the population of Brighton, Cliftonville,and Hove, has been 
very great of late years. The increase of rental in Brighton and Hove, 
from 1855 to 1864 inclusive, has been £132,499. The increase of rental at 
Hove has been still greater; from 1861 to 1864 it was £18,791, and it in- 
creases every year. 

Mr. Ricuarps: You have your Act of Parliament with you; turn to the 
6th section. With regard to that transaction which was described as dis- 
graceful by the gentleman who availed himself of the preminm attaching to 
it, will you explain to the committee what the process was which the com- 
pany went through at that time, at what period it took place, what was 
your capital at the time, the addition that was made, and how that addition 
was made ? E 

Witness: It is not within my own knowledge to be able to explain the 
exact process. . 

Mr. Ricuarps: Considering the death of the secretary, you can givea 
better explanation than anybody else; but I wiil not trouble you. Will 
you turn to the 6th section of your Act of 1839: * Be it further enacted, 
that it shall be lawful for the said company to raise and contribute amongst 
themselves or by the addition of new subscribers, in addition to the said sum 
of £50,276 heretofore raised as aforesaid, any sum or sums cf money which 
they shall think necessary for extending, completing, or carrying on the said 
undertaking and the purposes of this Act; and if the said company shall think 
fit, with such priority of dividend or dividends as hereinafter mentioned, 
provided that the whole capital or joint stock of the said company shall not 
exceed £100,000? 

Witness: It has been my duty to inquire into this matter, and I have 
ascertained how the facts are. 

Mr. PEMBER submitted this was not evidence. 

Mr. Ricuarps said that having access to the books of the company, the 
witness might speak to this subject. (To witness:) I will ask you then to 
state the circumstances under which this addition was made to the capital of 
the company. 

Mr. Pemper objected to this evidence. 

By the Cuarrman : I know nothing of the matter excepting from inquiry 
into the books and shares of the company. 

The CuarrMAn said the examination might be proceeded with. 

Mr. Ricuarps: From that investigation, and your connexion with the 
company, will you explain the circumstances under which the addition to 
the capital which has been mentioned was made? ° 

Witness ; The issue of the shares took place in 1860. Previously to that 
issue the company had expended on the works that amount, and more than 
that amount. Instead of taking it into their pockets as profit, they laid it 
out on the works. During the whole of this time the dividend paid varied, 
but for some considerable time no dividend at all was paid. I cannot say 
what was the maximum dividend up to the time of this appropriation, but 
the limit never exceeded 10 per cent., and that has only been for the last two 
years. Previous to the issue of these shares there had never been 10 per 
cent. —_ Having expended the money out of the profits in the way men- 
tioned, they capitalized it by issuing so many shares to the shareholders in 
the company. ‘This they did under legal advice, and it was a perfectly 
legitimate transaction under their Act of Parliament, because their capital 
did not then exceed the £100,000 they were entitled to raise. The sum thus 
| added was about £20,000. Of course they might have gone through another 
process—they could have divided the profits, taken the money as dividends, 
and used the money so divided to purchase fresh shares. 

Cross-examined by Mr. O’MatiEy: Now first of all with regard to this 
transaction, you are sufficiently experienced in these matters, I presume, to 
know that the rate of interest and dividend allowed on capitalized profits is 
smaller than the rate allowed on the original capital ? 

Witness : Our company is under no restriction with regard to that. 

Mr. O’Mattzey: But in all modern bills the rate of dividend upon the 
original capital is larger than the rate allowed on the capitalized profits, is 
it not? 

Witness : I believe it is so under recent legislation. 

Mr. O’Mattey: Now, tell me why, in the preamble of your bill, you state 
that the full amount of the capital had been raised ? 

Witness: Because it had been raised. 

Mr. O’Mautery: Because it had been raised in the way you mentioned? 

Witness: Yes, 

Mr. O’Matey : Do you call that raising capital ? 

Witness : Yes, certainly. 

Mr. O’Mattey: As it stands in the preamble it would be entitled to the 
same amount of dividend as the original capital; do you know that? 

Witness : I suppose it would. 

Cross-examination continued: With reference to the land at Aldrington, 
I have no doubt that under our Act we could carry our mains along the 
road without the authority of the owner of the soil. I have frequently used 
that road myself to go down to the wharf and harbour. I do not know 
whether the company are at present supplying gas to Lancing College, but I 
believe they are. The mains for the purpose would pass from the works at 
New Shoreham through Old Shoreham. It is not for the supply of those 
places that we are asking for the additional capital; but in consequence of 
the large increase of Brighton and Hove, and to avoid the necessity of having 
to come to Parliament again. . 

By Mr. Pemper: I have no doubt’ whatever that we have the power to 
lay down mains from the Aldrington site into Brighton and Hove. We have 
agreed with the trustees of Mr. Vallance for the sale of the land at Hove, at 
the price of £8700 for the six acres. We have no lease at present of that 
land. We pay that sum as a general price; there was no question about 
compensation. Up to the time that price was agreed to, the trustees were 

titioners against this bill. It was their own suggestion that they should 





their petition there was an allegation that the extension of the works woul 





ay the ground, and they have retired from the opposition. I know that in 
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be a nuisance and an injury to their estate, and that the works ought to be 
removed to a distance from Hove. It was a very absurd allegation, consi- 
dering that we had entered into a covenant with them to keep our works 
there for 99 years to come. I have that covenant here. It is: “‘ And 
further, that the said company, their successors and assigns, shall and will at 
all times during the said term use and employ the said premises hereby de- 
mised for the purpose of the manufacture of pure carburetted hydrogen gas, 
and will not use or employ, or suffer the same or any part thereof to be used 
or employed, for any other purpose whatsoever ; except, nevertheless, that the 
said company shall be at liberty to adapt and apply the products of such ma- 
nufacture to a profitable use, provided the same can be and is done so as not 
to be a nuisance or injury to any of the owners or occupiers of any of the ad- 
joining or neighbouring property, late of the said John Brooker Vallance. 
And shall and will during the said term have and keep upon the said demised 
premises, and also upon the said adjoining premises belonging to the said 
company, and upon any other premises which may hereafter be acquired by 
them, their successors or assigns, good and sufficient apparatus and con- 
trivances in good repair and condition, for the pore of consuming or 
burning (as far as may be practicable) all the smoke which shall be gene- 
rated from the consumption of combustibles in the furnaces employed to heat 
the retorts for the manufacture of gas in or upon the said premises hereby 
demised, or upon the said adjoining premises, and other (if any) premises 
to be acquired as aforesaid.” In the recent purchase which we have made 
from those trustees we have extended those covenants over the newly 
acquired ground. Rents have not generally risen very largely in Brighton. 
They have revived a little during the last year or two, or else they had rather 
decreased than otherwise for the previous ten or fifteen years. The greater 
portion of the increase which I spoke of in the rental of the town has been 
from the erection of new houses. No doubt Hove and Cliftonville have 
increased of late years to a very large extent. As a suburb of Brighton, 
Cliftonville did not exist till many years after the erection of our works. 


By Mr. GrantHaAM: The old road from Brighton to Shoreham went along 
under the cliff; the road which now leads to the wharf at Aldrington was 
made in 1854. Down to that period there was a public road down to the 
harbour on the site of the present road. I know that it was a parish road 
because I havefseen it repaired. 

Mr. O'MALLEY objected to the reception of this evidence, on the ground 
that Mr. Grantham was appearing to oppose the Aldrington Company under 
colour of a petition which did not relate to it. 


Mr. GRANTHAM said the commissioners of Shoreham Harbour, for whom 
he appeared, had no preference for one company more than another, but 
their land had been claimed, and they were bound to appear in order to pro- 
tect themselves. It was asserted that there was no right of way except in 
— family, and he was there prepared to prove that it was a parish 
road. 

After some discussion, 

The CuarrMAN said the committee would assume that it was a public 
road, and that there was a way over it. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: If the original covenants in the lease 
from Mr. Vallance do not extend to any land subsequently taken, the ar- 
rangement which we have now made with his trustees provides for their ap- 
plication to the newly acquired six acres. 


Mr. John Birch Paddon, examined by Mr. ARCHIBALD. 


Iam a civil engineer, and the engineer and general manager of the 
Brighton and Hove Gas Company. I have had considerable experience in 
the construction and management of gas-works. Our works are situated at 
Hove, and from those works we supply Brighton, Hove, Portslade, and 
Preston. If it were necessary to light the parish of Aldrington, we could do 
so without difficulty or delay. There is, however, nothing there to light ex- 
cept the turnpike house. We have some small works at New Shoreham, 
erected 16 or 18 years ago, from which we supply New Shoreham, Kingston, 
Southwick, and the college at Lancing, our mains for the latter purpose pass- 
ing through Old Shoreham. We have no parliamentary powers to go there, 
and our mains were laid down with the consent of the local authorities and 
the landowners. On receiving fourteen days notice the supply of gas may 
be cut off at any time, and we might be indicted if we refused to remove our 
mains if called on to do so. I have gone through the books of the company 


;| to ascertain the amount of capital raised and expended by them. [Witness 


handed in a statement showing the details of receipt and expenditure on 
capital account.] By the Act of 1839 our capital was recognized as £50,276, 
and we had power given us to increase that capital to £100,000. We were 
placed under no restriction as to dividend or price, and we are not at present 
under any restriction of the kind. None of the provisions of the Gas- Works 
Clauses Act apply to us. In 1860 the company capitalized a portion of 
profits. They created 996 shares of £20 each by capitalizing profits to the 
amount of £19,320, and 37 shares of £20 each with a credit out of profits to 
the extent of £448, making together £19,768. They were profits which 
might have been divided among the shareholders as they accrued ; but for a 
= number of years the shareholders went without any dividends at all. 

he average rate of dividend from 1839 to 1865 was 4°26 per cent. per 
annum, exclusive of the £20,000 which was capitalized. From 1839 
to the date of the conversion of the profits into shares, the average 
dividend was 3-09 per cent., and the capitalized profit added to that 
was 1:87 per cent., so that up to 1860 the total amount received by the 
proprietors for their money invested in the concern was 4°96 per cent. For 
twelve years after the company was started they received no dividend at all. 
In 1862, under the powers of our Act, 505 new £20 sharea were issued, making 
£10,100; in 1864 there were 815 shares of £20 each issued, amounting to 
£16,300; and in 1865 there were 165 more £20 shares issued, which ex- 
hausted the limits of our capital, and made up the sum of £100,000, less a 
small sum of £36 which had to be deducted. e have also borrowed £15,000. 
In addition to the profits capitalized, the company have expended out of 
profits in the extension of their works more than £20,000. ‘The money, in 
my judgment, has been judiciously expended, and looking at the condition of 
the works, I think they represent more than the amount of capital. They 
have recently been valued for the purpose of ascertaining. The works and 
mains are ina good and efficient condition, and every appliance is used by us 
in the manufacture of gas, so as toavoid nuisance or offence to the neighbour- 

ood. The company have no reserve-fund. There has been a gradual 


: reduction in the price of gas supplied by them. In 1826 the price was 12s. 


) Per 1000 cubic feet, in 1837 it was reduced to 10s., in 1845 to 9s., in 1846 to 
7s,, in 1847 to 6s., and in 1852 to 5s. ; but in 1854 they were compelled to in- 
Crease the price again to 6s, In 1856 they returned to 5s., and continued that 
Price till June, 1864, when a reduction was made to 4s. 9d. In June, 1865, 
it was reduced to 4s. 6d., in September to 4s. 3d., and from the begiuning of 

Year it has been 4s, In 1854 the dividend of the company was 3} per 


per cent., and it continued at 6 per cent. up to 1861; in 1862 it was 8 per 








cent., in 1857 it was 4 per cent., in 1858 it s 5 per cent., and in 1859 it was 


Cent., and in 1864 it became 10 per cent., and it ‘was 10 per cent. last year. 
ete 





The Cuatrman : How do you account for their having made no profit when 

they charged a high price, and a good one when they made a low charge? 
itness : Mainly by the extension of the scale of their operations; they 
made more gas latterly, and did a much larger business. . 

The Cuatrman : Supposing there was another —_ increase of business, do 
you think that the price of gas might be cheaper still ? 

Witness : We think so. 

Examination continued: I think the introduction of a third company 
would lead to precisely the contrary result. It would limit our operations 
and cause us to manufacture more expensively; whether we obtained a profit 
or not would depend upon the selling price. No doubt we should be ata 
larger expense for production. Last year the amount of gas we produced 
was 161,650,000 cubic feet, and we sold 138,245,000 cubic feet. There are 
within our limits in Brighton and Hove 15,258 houses, and we supply 4882 
houses. In a large number of houses there is no consumption of gas at all, 
We supply 327 consumers whose annual gas-rental is less than £1 each, 979 
between £1 and £2, and 1660 above £2 and under £5; so that we have about 


- 3000 consumers who burn less than £5 worth of gas annually. There are 


1111 consumers from £5 to £10, 590 from £10 to £20, 122 from £20 to £30, 
51 from £30 to £50, 21 from £50 to £75, 8 from £75 to £100, and 13 at 
£100 and over. The large consumers are chiefly hotel proprietors. We light 
556 public lamps in Brighton, at the rate of £4 each per annum. The 
ee of gas is very rapidly increasing. In the year 1857 our full 
make of gas was rather less than half what it was in 1865, and it is still 
progressing in that ratio. Our present capital is not more than adequate for 
the existing supply. I should think that the new capital for which we are 
asking would be expended in about twelve years. ‘The piece of land near 
our works at Hove, upon which we propose to take powers of extension, is 
well situated for the purposes of gas-works; the land on the beach at Al- 
drington would also be very convenient, either for the erection of works, if 
we need them, or for coal storeage for both our establishments. The effect 
produced by the introduction of a competing company to Brighton, in addi- 
tion to the present two companies, would no doubt be to bring the price down 
the price to what they were willing to supply at; and it might be assumed 
that they would probably take one-third of the customers at the present 
time. Assuming that they did, and that they were under the most favour- 
able circumstances, they would not make any profit for themselves, but they 
would almost entirely destroy all chance of profit for the other two com- 

anies. In fact, they seek the introduction of their mains all over Brighton, 
in addition to the mains that are there at present, on the chance of picking 
up a customer here and there. In my judgment it would not be in the 
interest of the consumers or cheap gas that they should be allowed to do so. 
We had a letter from the governor of the workhouse on the subject of the 
insufficient supply of gas, 

Mr. O’Mattey objected to the letter being read. 

Examination continued: On the night of which Dr. Richards spoke of the 
bad supply of gas to the Gloucester Hotel, there was something the matter 
with the gas-fittings at the hotel. One of the internal pipes was very nearly 
stopped up; the pressure at the entrance of the house was ample—13}/10ths 
—and the cause of the short supply was remedied in a few minutes. It 
occurred in one of the pipes belonging to the hotel, and over which we had 
no control. The deficiency of light, therefore, on that occasion was a mere 
accidental circumstance. I have taken Dr. Richards’s account from our 
books, and the result is that he burnt less gas and paid less money in 1865 
than he did in 1864, so that he is quite incorrect in saying that, though there 
was a reduction in the price, he consumed more gas and paid more money, 
I have been at some pains to ascertain the increase of gas during the time 
the reductions in price were made, and also the increase in money received, 
In 1863 our increase in gas represented 10°52 per cent., and the increase in 
return money represen 10°44, there being no reduction in that year, In 
1864 the increase of gas represented 8°33 per cent., but we only obtained in 
return 6°25 per cent. In 1865 the increase of gas represented 12°19 per 
cent., but we only had an increase in the price paid of 4°35 per cent., so 
that the differences between these per centages fully represent the differences 
in price. 

ross-examined by Mr. Pemper: If the price of gas is fixed at a parlia- 
mentary maximum of 3s. 6d., of course it cannot be charged higher. I 
said it would reduce the price in the first instance, but we should all come 
down to that. It is not a new thing for a company coming in professedly 
to supply at a low price to get powers in some way to increase that price. 
But supposing they do not do that, they may prolong the price at 3s. 6d, 
much longer than it would otherwise have been. At Plymouth they charge 
2s. 9d., therefore reductions below 3s. 6d. are possible; but I do not thi 
it would. be possible were there three companies. I think we are more likely 
to get below 3s. 6d. with two companies alone than if a third company 
comes in. The acreage of our works is a little over three and a half acres, 
I think, with difficulty, we could manufacture per annum 200 million feet. 
I know Mr. Hughes, the civil engineer, by sight. a 

By the Commrrree : Our present supply is not 200 millions; we only sold 
138 millions in 1865, but we made 161 millions. 

Mr. Pemper: How many could you make and sell from a set of works 
the acreage of which was four acres? 

Witness : We could make 200 millions, and we should sell that quantity 
less 15 per cent. probably—say, 170 millions. , 

By the Committee: I heard Mr. Stevenson state that the Brighton con- 
sumption was from 200 to 240 millions, but the united consumption is more 
than that; it is getting more on to 300 millions, out of which I think we 
could make 200 millions, subject to the deduction I mentioned. 

Mr. Pemper: You have heard of Mr. Hughes? 

Witness : I know him by name and sight. i 

Mr. Pemper: Before the referees he was asked this:—‘Then does the 
fact of their proposing to obtain that additional site so near the Hove existing 
works, in your judgment, render unnecessary and unadvisable the site at 
Aldrington which they also seek?” And his answer was—‘I think the ad- 
dition of six acres to their present site will render their present site a great 
deal larger than they will have any necessity for, for many years tocome. I 
know an instance of a company in London which makes 600 million feet of 
gas annually on about four acres of land.” ! 

Witness : They get 4s. 6d. per 1000 forit. The company referred to is the 
Chartered Gas Company. . 

Cross-examination continued: I do not knaw the acreage of the Black- 
rock Company. I never was on the site. I believe they make less gas than 
we do. Thereare 15,000 houses in Brighton, and we supply about 6000. All 
the rest that are supplied are supplied by the Blackrock Company, but there 
are a great many not supplied at all. 

Cross-examined by Mr. O’Matuey: Dr. Richards burnt 33,900 feet of gas 
in 1863, and he was charged £8 9s, 6d.; in 1864 he burnt 45,000- feet, and 
was charged £10 19s. 1d.; forthe March quarter of 1865 he burnt 14,100 feet, 
and was charged £3 7s. In 1864 and 1865 he paid more than he did in 1863, 
but then he burnt more gas. In our capital account we put shares of £20 
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each, created by capitalizing or to the amount of £19,320; that would 
be 996 shares, at £20 each. I do not think the shares were at a premium at 
the time these were capitalized—viz., 1860, To the best of my belief they 
were rather under par than over. The company have published no accounts. 
I remember Mr. Moor’s return being moved for, but we did not get a circular 
upon the subject. Up to this time our affairs have been in our own hands, 
and justifiably so. I cannot tell the price of shares in 1862, [Paper shown 
to witness.] That is my handwriting. The figures are £20 shares at £25; 
that was in answer to an inquiry. I did not Ff" it from my own knowledge, 
I made inquiry. I dare say the information I obtained was true. In 1858, 


year 6 per cent. I do not believe there was a bonus in 1858. 

Mr, O'Matiey: Let me read this—“ This result will justify your direc- 
tors in recommending a dividend for the half year at 5 per cent., together 
with a bonus of 2s. for £50 shares.” This is your half-yearly report. Is that 
correct ! 

Witness : I was not aware of it. I did not think it was correct. I do not 
know whether it is susceptible of any explanation. ‘The first bonus after 
that year was in September, 1861. There was a bonus in 1862, 1863, and 
1864, They were bonuses, which brought the dividends up to 8 per cent. 
free of income-tax. 


reduction of price. e could not manufacture 200 million feet per annum 
at our present works with economy, as we should have to lay out a large sum 
of money to enable us to do it on our present site. It would also expose us 
to difficulties with regard to the question of nuisance. Up to 1860 the 
dividends averaged a little over 4 per cent. I should be very much astonished 
that the shares were at a premium up to that time. After the addition 
to the capital the shares went up and are gradually improving. 

By the Commirrze: I do not know how many houses the Blackrock Com- 
pany supply, but it isa less number than we do, probably about 3500. I 
think that rather more than half the houses are supplied with gas. I heard 
Mr. Stevenson say that in Halifax 95 per cent. of the population consume 

but there is a great difference between the two places. [Witness handed 
in a table showing the actual consumption of gas and money payments made 
by Messrs. Cutlack, Cohen, and Richards, three of the witnesses examined 
for the promoters of the Aldrington Bill from 1863 to 1865 inclusive, which 
negatived the statements made by them as to the increase in the amount of 
their accounts with similar consumptions, notwithstanding the successive 
reduction in price.] 

Mr. S. Thornicroft, assistant-overseer of Brighton, was called and examined 
by Mr. Ricuanps to prove that the old public road at Aldrington came down 
by the side of the Wish Basin, 

Thomas G. Barlow, Esq., examined by Mr. RicHarps. 

Tam a civil and consulting engineer, having offices in Parliament Street. 
For 35 years and upwards I have had large experience in the erection of gas- 
works, and have been consulted by a great many gas companies and local 
boards on questions connected with the supply of gas. have recently 
inspected the works of this company, and I have been acquainted with them 
for the last ten or fifteen years. I consider they are model works, as far as 
they go, with regard to all their arrangements. Looking, however, to the 
increasing consumption of gas in Brighton, I do not think they will be ade- 
quate to the supply beyond the next two or three years. The site imme- 
diately adjoining and the site at Aldrington are well adapted for the purpose 
of extension ; the latter especially for coal-stores. I do not think the addi- 
tional capital asked for by the company is unreasonable, looking to the pro- 
bable gee of the district during the next ten years. I consider that 
they will be obliged to expend the whole in that time. I have had a great 
deal of experience as to the effect of competition in the supply of gas, and I 
have found that it invariably results in combination. Iam in favour of a 
regulated monopoly. I heard the evidence given by several of the witnesses 
on the Aldrington bill. The capital intended to be raised by that company 
will certainly not be sufficient for the manufacture and distribution of the 
quantity of gas proposed to be supplied by them. ‘Their estimate for the 
works and mains was £89,700, 

Mr. O’MALLEy objected to any engineering evidence of this kind being 
given, as that was 2 matter entirely for the referees, 

The CHAIRMAN said engineering details must not be entered into. 

Cross-examined by Mr. O’Mattey : I have erected between 50 and 60 gas- 
works in various parts of the country. I am now erecting new works in the 
town of Folkestone. I have always been in favour of a regulated mono- 

ly. In one or two instances I have promoted competing companies. At 
Docthempten I was called in by some individuals who were promoting 
a new company, and I made a report in favour of the formation of a 
new company, if the old company would not consent to supply on certain 
conditions. I suggested that communications should be opened with 
the old company with that object. My suggestion was that if a compro- 
mise could be made with them to supply gas at 4s., it should be accepted, 
and the new company should retire. I withdrew from the concern, and 
would not allow my name to appear in the prospectus, because the new com- 
pany proposed to fix the maximum price at 3s. 9d. I said it could not be 

one for the money, and I would not be a party to it. I have no doubt the 
substance of my report was that with an annual consumption of 60 million 
cubic feet, the new company could supply gas at 3s. 10d., or with half that 
— at 4s., and pay a dividend of 7 per cent. upon a capital of 
,000. “ 

By Mr. Pemser: I should think the consumption of gas in Brighton will be 
doubled in the next eight years, and be quadrupled in the next fifteen or six- 
teen years. I am not exactly prepared to endorse the statement that there is 
a company in London making 600 million feet of gas on four acres of land. 
I know that that company works at an enormously increased cost. If they 
had more room they would save 3d. or 4d. per 1000 feet in the cost of produc- 
tion. Ilfcompetition is santioned at Brighton by the passing of the Aldrington 
Bill, it will be for the consideration of the other companies what course they 
will take under the circumstances. I should advise them to raise the price 
of gas for a time, till the new company had established themselves, and 
erected works capable of supplying the whole town, and then they would 
start on equal terms. 5 

Re-examined by Mr. Richarps: I should then drop it to cost price.T A 
company like the Aldrington Company, having only a small capital, could 
only go over a portion of the district. They could not cover the whole; the 
consequence would be they would take the cream of the supply, and leave 
the skim-milk to the other companies. The Chartered Company, which has 
been referred to, are suffering from having to carry on their operations in a 
crowded locality in the middle of London, and they have now a bill before 
Parliament to provide for additional land. By profession I am a gas engineer, 








and have nothing to do but to execute the orders I receive, whether my prin- 





the first half year a dividend of 5 per cent. was paid, and in the second half | 
| and machinery, except what is used for roadways. In a sanitary point of 
| view, I never saw works better constructed. The whole of the syphons and 


_ Re-examined by Mr. ARcHIBALD : Up to 1860 the dividend was about 4:96 
including everything. With regard to Dr. Richard’s account, the ratio in | 
the charge and consumption correspond with what I should expect after the | 


| years. Other i may go on for three years; but two portions of their 











ciple of a regulated monopoly or competition is carried out or no by those who 


ask my advice. 
Robert Jones, Esq., examined by Mr. Rivey. 

I am engineer to the Commercial Gas Company, consulting engineer to the 
London Gaslight Company, and to several provincial companies. I know 
the works of the Brighton and Hove Company, and have visited them twice 
lately. On the 15th of February last I made a thorough examination of all 
the works, and found them in a very complete state, and with all the best and 
most modern appliances for the manufacture of gas. It appeared to me that 
there was an absolute necessity for extending the works, every yard of the 
ground now in the possession of the company being occupied by their works 


those portions of the works from which vapours sometimes emanate, were 
trapped; every pipe was trapped, and all complete. In fact, in one of the 
portions of the works where I visited, the purifying place, where we expect 
to find most smell, there was not the slightest; everything was trapped from 
which vapour would be likely to arise. Notwithstanding the present con- 
dition, I think it very desirable that they should have the power of extend- 
ing their works, some part of which they will have to extend within two 


works they will have to increase within two years. 

Cross-examined by Mr. PEmBER: I formed the opinion of the necessity of 
increasing the works upon the calculation of the gas they were then making, 
and the increased quantity they have been making during the last three or 
four years. It has increased at the rate of 10 per cent. every year upon the 

receding year during that period, so that it is a compound increase. I have 

een over every gas-works in the metropolis. I heard the evidence given by 
the last witness about the extent of the Chartered Gas Company’s works. 
know those works tolerably well, but not sufficiently to say exactly what 
their powers would be capable of. I perceived no smell of any kind when I 
visited the Brighton and Hove Gas-Works. I saw the a at work for 
manufacturing sulphate of ammonia from the residual products of gas. I 
have manufactured this article myself, and know that it can be made without 
smell, but of course that depends entirely on the mode in which it is manu- 
factured. I say distinctly that sulphate of ammonia can be manufactured 
without causing any unpleasant smeil, and that it is so manufactured at 
these works. From the mode in which their apparatus for es ammo- 
niacal liquor is constructed there cannot possibly bea smell. Sulphate of 
ammonia is manufactured from ammoniacal liquor, and the ammoniacal 
liquor is a product of the gas manufacture; and in these works there is no 
effluvia or vapour arising from either class of that manipulation. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Wixk1nson: I have seen the manufacturing ac- 
count of the company for the year 1865. One of the items, of course, is a 
per centage, so far as the production of coke is concerned, which the produc- 
tion of coke should bear to the fuel account. I usually allow 30 per cent. 

Mr. RicHarps objected to the cross-examinuation, as relating to matters 
which should have been inquired into before the referees. 

Mr. WiLKINSON argued that he was in order when he proposed to examine 
into the propriety of the accounts. The witness stated that 30 per cent. was 
a fair per centage, and his next question would have been whether they did 
not expend 56 per cent. instead of 30. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the referees had decided what the cost of the 
supply ought to be, and that the committee could not deal with that question. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: I know the Chartered Gas Company’s 
works well, and would not recommend such a site to any gas company. 

H. Letheby, Esq., M.B., examined by Mr. ARCHIBALD. 

I am professor of chemistry to the London Hospital, and medical officer of 
health and gas analyst to the City of London. I have had large experience in 
matters appertaining to the manufactnre and distribution of gas. I have in- 
spected many of the gas-works in England. On the 24th of February last 1 
visited the works of the Brighton and Hove Gas Company, for the purpose of 
seeing the condition they were in, and the mode in which their operations 
were conducted. I found them geuerally in good order, and all modern con- 
trivancesin use both for the manufacture and purification of gas. Icould not 
pretend to speak as to the quantity of gas that might be produced there with- 
out creating a nuisance. My attention was called to the piece of land they 
propose to take for extending their works, and I have no doubt it would bea 
convenient situation. I think they requiremore room. They seemed rather 
cramped. All their appliances were good and proper, but they were cer- 
tainly rather crowded together. With more room they would be able 
to conduct their operations with greater care and economy. I noticed 
the position which the works occupy in Cliftonville with reference to the 
surrounding houses. In my judgment there is not any sanitary objection 
whatever to the extension of the works in the direction oy propose, or to 
the present mode in which their operations are carried on. I thought their 
operations were carried on very well indeed. They were manufacturing sul- 
phate of ammonia, but in a manner which I have not often seen so well con- 
ducted. It was being manufactured in the most approved manner, and in 
such a way as not to create a nuisance. It must be an accident if anything 
of that kind arises. I do not think it possible for the company to extend 
their works upon the present ground. There can be no doubt that if the 
increase of gas goes on at the present rate, and the company are called upon to 
meet the demund, they must have more ground for the carrying out of their 
operations in an economical and proper manner. When you are in the 
neighbourhood of a town like Brighton or Cliftonville, it is essential that 
there should be plenty of room for the works, as with more room they are 
able to manufacture with less nuisance and with more economy ir every way. 
I tested the gas while there. 

Cross-examined by Mr. W1zKINsoN: I venture to give evidence both as a 
chemist and as a practical manufacturer of gas. I think I have made sufli- 
cient inquiry into the general character of this company to enable me to give 
evidence upon the general policy of extending their works. I have not con- 
sidered the proposed creation of new works on the beach near Aldrington, but 
from what To term a general knowledge of these matters, I know when- 
ever one set of works can be conducted with advantage to the neighbourhood, 
so as to meet, in point of fact, all the demands of the neighbourhood, it must 
necessarily be more economical than to have two sets of works doing the 
same amount of business. Therefore my advice would be rather against the 
fresh site at Aldrington if the Hove site could be sufficiently extended. 

Re-examined by Mr. ARCHIBALD: The question of the advantages in the 
site of Aldrington for the purposes of coal-stores is another matter. I 
thought the question by Mr. Wilkinson referred more to the setting up of a 
new factory altogether. I do not consider it would be an advantage to 
Brighton to inject a third gas company into it. I think it would be in- 
creasing the difficulty another degree. The more mains running in a street, 
the more frequently the streets must be opened, and the greater the publie 
inconvenience. I was a witness on the Metropolis Gas Bill, and that was the 
opinion I then expressed. The principle of that Act was to district ww, 
panies in London, for the purpose of avoiding the frequent breaking up ° 
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the streets. The same principle will apply with equal force to Brighton, or 
any other town. 
Z r. BURKE stated that he did not intend to call any other witness. 

Mr. GRanTHAM stated that an undertaking had been given by the pro- 
moters of the Brighton and Hove bill, in which they bound themselves not 
to take any land whatever claimed by the Shoreham Harbour Commissioners 
without their sanction and consent; he should not, therefore, offer any fur- 
ther —— to the bill. 

Mr. Pemper asked that the agreement referred to by Mr. Somers Clarke, 
with reference to the extension of the covenants to the newly acquired land, 
might be put in. 

Mr. Ricxarps stated that his questions had been founded upon what the 
witness stated, and that he did not contemplate producing the agreement. 

Mr. Pemper said in that case he must ask that all the questions and an- 
swers having reference to the agreement should be struck out of the notes. 

Mr. Burke said that, according to universal practice, agreements with re- 
ference to the purchase of lands were never produced, as it was well known 
that subsequent agreements were very frequently founded upon them. 

Mr. Pemser then said he must again ask that the questions and answers 
should be struck out. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the committee were of opinion that the questions 
and answers relating to this agreement should be taken as struck out of the 
notes. 


WeEpNEsDAyY, Marcu 14. 


Mr. Akroyd and Mr. Aytoun were the only two members of the com- 
mittee present this day and during the remainder of the inquiry. 

On taking the chair, Mr. AKRoyp said he regretted to have to inform the 
learned counsel that Mr. Clive had met with a severe accident, having been 
knocked down by a cab, and was, therefore, unable to resume his duties. 
He (Mr. Akroyd) had applied ‘to the House, and obtained leave for the 
committee to sit with only two members. 

Mr. Cripps addressed the committee on behalf of his clients, the owners 
of property in Cliftonville, the owners of dwelling-houses in Hove, and the 
West Hove Improvement Commissioners in opposition to the bill. He said 
his clients had been annoyed and had found the greatest possible nuisance 
from the proximity of these works, and they now came before Parliament 
to ask that that nuisance might not be increased by the extension of the 
gas manufactory. They were fully conscious that they had no power to 
remove the evils to which they were already subject, but they claimed the 
protection of the Legislature against any sanction being given to a measure 
which must inevitably multiply them. The West Hove Improvement 
Commissioners in their petition stated that they were the municipal 
authority of the place, and had the local management of the district; that 
the gas-works were erected in the best part of that district, and that the 
company ought to be required to move them to a distance. The next 
petition was from the owners of dwelling-houses at Hove, and amongst 
them was the owner of a considerable property immediately adjoining the 
works, which as yet had not been built upon, but would be laid out for 
that purpose in a short time; and they stated that, being situated within 
300 yards of this manufactory, they were most injuriously affected by the 
operations of the company. The total value of the property represented by 
the petitioners was over £50,000, and they said they had long suffered, and 
were still suffering, from the noxious effluvia from the works, and that if 
this bill passed into law the nuisance would become intolerable, and a large 
and valuble property would be seriously deteriorated. The residents at 
Cliftonville said that their district had become one of the fashionable 
suburbs of Brighton, and they viewed with alarm the proposal which the 
bill involved. This was not the case of an ordinary town containing nume- 
rous manufactories, and a population of a mixed character accustomed to 
the uncomfortable odours inseparable from such operations. The houses in 
the locality were of a very superior class, and inhabited by persons who 
came there because of the amenities of the situation. No doubt, as a strict 
legal proposition, the persons who erected houses in the vicinity of esta- 
blished gas-works had no right to ask that the nuisances should be removed. 
But a technical objection of this kind must always be viewed in the light of 
the surrounding circumstances, and certainly when the proprietors of such 
works came to the Legislature to ask for fresh powers, it was open to those 
who were compelled to put up with the existing evil to say, “ The state of 
things which prevailed when you originally came to this spot no longer 
exists, and we must ask to be protected from any aggravation of the evil.” 
The committee were asked by the bill to make the nuisance a permanent 
one, which was not at all a necessary thing, seeing that the company had 
a piece of land at Aldrington, where operations of this kind could be car- 
ried on without-being open to objection. He would ask the committee 
whether, supposing the company now came forward for the first time to 
ask for powers to erect works at Hove, they would give their sanction to 
such a project, especially when there was other land equally available for 
the purpose? Certainly they would not; and he believed that if they now 
refused them any powers of extension in the neighbourhood, it would prove 
to the company, as much as to any one else, a most beneficial prohibition. 
To sanction this bill would be to fix upon them a constant quarrel and a 
constant source of strife with the whole neighbourhood, for they could 
never get rid of the discontent of the parties around them as to whether 
this or that smell or smoke could or could not be avoided. The tendency 
of] modern legislation had been to remove works of this kind out of the 
vicinity of dwelling-houses, and by one of the Standing Orders of Parliament 
it was required “ That on or before the 15th of December immediately pre- 
ceeding the application for any bill for making a burial-ground or cemetery, 
or the erection of works for the manufacture of gas, notice shall be served 
on the owners, lessees, and occupiers of every dwelling-house situated 
within 300 yards of the place where such burial-ground, cemetery, or gas- 
works are intended to be made.” What was the meaning of that? It was 
& recognition that they were a nuisance and an annoyance, and an invita- 
tion to every person affected to come forward and object. There would be 
no meaning in such an order if the persons so notified were not at liberty to 
petition, and to be heard in support of their petition, with some hope of obtain- 
ing relief. Having relief to the evidence he proposed to call, the learned 
Counsel concluded his address by remarking that in support of the bill not 
4 single inhabitant of Brighton, or Hove, or of the other districts included 
in the company’s present or proposed limits, had been produced to say 
that the extension now sought was a public necessity. It was solely a 
matter of convenience and advantage to the promoters; and, seeing the evil 
it would inflict upon his clients, he earnestly hoped the committee would 
reject the measure. 

: Mr. C. 0. Blaber, examined by Mr. Crirrs. 
T reside at Hove, and am a surveyor. I have made a plan which will re- 


= 


shows the position of the existing works. I have also prepared photographs 
of the houses. [Witness produced a sheet of photographs, and —— on 
the plan the position of the houses shown in the hotographs.] I have seen 
the petition from the inhabitants of Cliftonville; the amount of rateable 
property represented is £11,364. That comprises a deal of land not built 
upon, but adjacent to the building-land. All the houses at Cliftonville are 
dwelling-houses, occupied by persons of superior rank. The petition is 
signed by the vicar of Hove, the incumbent of Trinity Church, the owners 
of property in general, and the most influential inhabitants. The West 
Hove Improvement Commissioners have the superintendence of the district 
in sanitary matters. I have given the rateable annual value. 
Mr. John Batts, examined by Mr. Cripps. 

I have been collector of poor-rates for the parish of Hove for 24 years. 
In 1851, the population was 778; in 1861, 3291; and in 1866, 4608 ; show- 
ing an increase of 3830 in 15 years. The rates have increased in the same 
proportion, and this year the rateable value of the Cliftonville property is 


£14,914 8s. 
: Mr. George Gallard, examined by Mr. Cripps. 

T reside at Cliftonville, and am one of the West Hove Improvement Com- 
missioners. I have known this land and these gas-works since 1825. At 
that time there were no houses from the bottom of Lansdowne Place up to 
the works, and very few at West Hove. They began rapidly to increase 
about 1851. Since that time the whole of what we call Cliftonville has been 
built on. I reside at Ventnor Villas, just on the east side of the existing 
gas-works. I have made numerous complaints to the managers of the gas- 
works of the smells arising from their works, not only from the manufacture 
of the gas, but also of the residual products in their chemical-works. The 
nuisance was very bad in the autumn of 1863 and the spring of 1864. At 
that time the owners and occupiers tried to get the nuisance abated. There 
were several meetings of the commissioners and two special meetings. They 
appointed a committee to confer with Mr. Paddon, and I was one of that 
committee. When we went over the works it was pointed out to us by Mr. 
Paddon that no nuisance could possibly arise from the chemical-works. On 
the 12th of March, 1863, about eleven o’clock at night, I found a most fear- 
ful stench, and went round to the gas-works, Mr. Paddon said he did not 
smell anything, and went with me over the works, but we were soon obliged 
to beat a hasty retreat; it would have suffocated us if we had gone on. r. 
Paddon said he was renee sorry, and would not have had it happen for 
any money. Mr. Paddon called one of the men, and asked him what he had 
been doing, and he said, “ It is all right now, sir; I have cut off the chemical- 
works.”” For a considerable time after that the smells were not so bad, but 
about five months back they came on as bad as ever. This nuisance is the 
only drawback to Cliftonville—it has been a great success otherwise. 

Cross-examined by Mr. AncHIBALD: The gas-works were established in 
1825, and we began building in 1851; so that, assuming there was a nui- 
sance, we went to it. The value of the property is a great deal better than 
it used to be. There was a steady rise in the rents tilla year ago; they 
have been stationary since. I have been given to understand we could only 
proceed against the nuisance by indictment. If there had been any means 
by which we could have stopped them by Act of Parliament, we should have 
done so. A few days after the occasion on which the smell was so bad that 
it was too strong for me and Mr. Paddon, the secretary told the commis- 
sioners that a pipe had burst, and when it was repaired there was an end of 
the smell. The drainage in Cliftonville is first-rate, and we pride ourselves 
on it. The whole of the drainage goes into the sea. I have never expe- 
rienced any smell from the drainage. There is a manure heap a long dis- 
tance to the east, and another a long distance to the west, but I have never 
perceived any bad smells from them. There are no piggeries in Clifton- 
ville—we should not allow them. There are some brick-fields about 1500 
yards from Cliftonville, but they are not very large. They burn four or five 
clamps during the brick season—from May to about Christmas. I have 
smelt the brick-burning when the wind has been that way. I do not dislike 
that smell. I am a brick-maker, 50 miles away, and also a brewer. At my 
brewery near Cliftonville I have a tall chimney, but not much smoke comes 
from it. I never heard but one complaint, and that was from Mr. Paddon, 
who said a nuisance could arise from other quarters than the gas-works, and 
pointed to my brewery directly. The gas company raised their chimney. It 
was only 23 feet high, and the commissioners ordered them to raise it. I 
told Mr. Paddon, about the 23rd of March, 1865, that for eighteen months 
I had never found any yee ees smells, but for the last five months it 
has been abominable. I have nothing to do with the Aldrington Bill, and 
do not know any of the parties. We do not want too many pipes in the 

streets. 

Re-examined by Mr. Pemper: Our case is, that Cliftonville being what it 
is, if the gas-works are not taken away, they ought not to be increased, A 
good many persons will leave if the works are enlarged. 

Mr. Thomas Peerless, examined by Mr. Cripps, 

I am a timber merchant at Brighton. I have some property at Cliftonville 
—some of the largest houses. The average rent is £70. They have all been 
built since 1862, I have suffered deeply in purse from the smell of the gas- 
works. One tenant, Captain Price, left in consequence, and his successor, 
Mrs. Johnson, found herself no better off. The question I most dread when 
a person comes to look at my houses is whether those are gas houses over 
there. I have been asked that question twenty, and perhaps twice twenty, 
times. 

Cross-examined by Mr. AncurpaLp: I had these houses built, and saw to 
the drainage. We used either 6 or 9-inch pipe drains. Captain Price could 
not complain of the drains—it was not possible. Ihave perceived smells 
from the gas-works at Cliftonville, as I go there every day. The district of 
the Improvement Commissioners takes in the site of the gas- works. We should 
not allow brick-making in Cliftonville. There is no similarity between the 
chemical smells and a brick-field. I have complained to Mr. Paddon and 
told him the smell was ruination, having £700 a year coming in from one 
side of a street, and being liable to lose my tenants every day. 

Re-examined by Mr. Pempzr: These works cannot be carried on without 
being an intolerable nuisance. All other nuisances as Improvement Commis- 
sioners we can remove. 

Mr. Hextall Smith, examined by Mr. Pemper. 

Iam a medical man, and have been in ry at Cliftonville for upwards 
of three years. When I first went there I lived in Hove Villas—the furthest 
point from the gas-works—where the west winds constantly brought the 
smell tome. I think the gas-works are undoubtedly an evil, and if they 
are increased the evil will increase. Invalids whose vitality is low cannot 
live there. 

By the Cuatrman: The mortality of Hove, I believe, is small. Cliftonville 
is one of the most healthy spots in the district. The drainage is good, and 
the atmosphere pure. The great nuisance to the invalids is the gas-works, 
and they leave the place in consequence. I look upon Cliftonville as more 





Present to the committee the land at Cliftonville with reference to the gas- 
qorks which are proposed to be extended, [Plan produced.] That plan 
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healthy than any other oy of Brighton. 
Cross-examined by Mr. ARCHIBALD: There are other medical men in 
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Cliftonville, some of whom have been there longer than I have. I have 
patients suffering occasionally from the smell of the gas-works, producing 

tric symptoms and sickness. I know the neighbourhood of gas-works has 
os recommended to persons with the hooping cough or asthma, but my 
opinion is strongly against it. . 

By Mr. Pemper: There is no smell of sulphate of ammonia, but in the 
manufacture of sulphate of ammonia there is a great smell. 

Cross-examination continued: I have never been over the gas-works, I 
have no doubt that the visit of Dr. Letheby was anticipated, and that when 
he went down he fouud everything as it should be. I am certain the pre- 


mental. The place is naturally healthy; it is 60 or 70 feet above the level 
of the sea. 
Mr. Hermann Schweitzer, examined by Mr. PEmBEr. 

I reside at Brighton and am an analytical chemist of upwards of 30 years 
experience. For several years I had an interest in some chemical-works near 
Brighton, for manufacturing sulphate of ammonia. Five or six years ago 
the authorities compelled me to desist. It is possible to manufacture sulphate 
of ammonia free of smell, but it is so difficult it may almost be said to be im- 

ossible ; it requires such constant watching. The gas is very volatile and 
estructive. It is continually given off, and I consider it impossible so to 
watch it as to prevent its emission. It is the most abominable smell that 
can be created—the strongest and the most obnoxious. It is sulphuretted 
hydrogen. 

Cross-examined by Mr, ARCHIBALD: Our works were at Scaife’s Castle. 
We also carried on the bone-manure business, but the bones were not burned 
there. We manufactured manure there, which was sold. Whenever am- 
monia was used there was a complaint, but not otherwise. It is possible to 
manufacture sulphate of ammonia in such a way as to prevent smell. It is 
done at most of the large gas-works in London, but not effectually. If the 
liquids are overcharged when they are saturated the smell must be produced. 
Gases which are obnoxious are saturated in liquids to disengage and absorb 
the smell, and when they have sufficiently absorbed they may be over- 
charged, and then they give out the smell again. I would not blame any of 
the officers if an accident occurred, it is so easy to happen. I am not practi- 
cally acquainted with the manufacture of gas. I have been over these works 
and two or three others, but not to inspect the manufacture of ammonia, I 
do not know how it is carriedon in London. At gas-works there is only one 
principal way of neutralizing the liquids. There are other modes, but they 
are not so practicable. It can be done in close vessels, but it is so difficult 
to prevent the escape of the gas that it is almost impossible. The way the 
gas companies conduct the manufacture is a recent introduction. If you 

ave seen one of the gas-works on the new principle that is sufficient. You 
can judge as well from seeing one as 300. 
Mr. Wm. Russell, examined by Mr. PemBer. 

Iam a surveyor at Brighton, and have had large practice there for 40 
ears. I am surveyor to the estate of Mr. William Stanford. His land is 
ere [pointing to the plan]. Supposing the Brighton and Hove Company 

were to obtain powers to take the land coloured yellow, and cover it with 
gas-works, it would bring 47 acres more into the radius of 300 yards from 
the gas-works. If the gas-works were extended it would cause, in my 
opinion, a depreciation in the value of the land of £400 an acre. 
Cross-examined by Mr. BuRKE: Houses of a magnificent character have 
been built close to the Brighton works; they did not deter builders from 
building houses at a rental of from £150 to £180 a year. 

By the Cuarrman: I believe the gas-works to be the greatest injury to 
Kemp Town. I believe if the surveyors and architects had considered the 
matter, they would never have advised Mr. Kemp to build a town so near 
the gas-works, 

Mr. Burke: But, having built it, it has gradually gone on increasing in 
the direction of the gas-works, has it not ? 

Witness : The houses have been there about 50 years. The property in 
Kemp Town was, about the year 1824, carried on under the advice of Mr. 
Busby, a speculating builder, who took the property. After that it came to 

ief. I do not know it has since gone on improving. The houses in Royal 
Sressent were vacant some years ago, but they have been gradually occupied. 
A friend of mine bought a house for £2000 some years ago, but I do not 
know what it would be worth now. Ido not know that parties have been 
deterred from building through the existence of the gas-works. 

Mr. Geo. Maynard, examined by Mr. PemBer, 

I reside at Brighton, and am the parish assessor. I have had to consider 
the assessment of the property at Kemp Town. In 1852 the total assess- 
ment of twelve houses in Sussex Square was £2190, and in 1865 it fell to 
£1790—a reduction of 18 per cent. In Lewes Crescent and Arundel Terrace 
the assessment has been dropped about 14 to 20 per cent. The class of 
tenants has also altered. The property of the Stanford trustees is worth 
about £1200 per acre, but if the gas-works are increased it would be de- 
preciated one-third. 

Cross-examined by Mr, BurKE: When I visited the property, all told the 
same tale about the inconvenience of the gas-works. The property would be 
worth 25 per cent. more if there were no gas-works. (Witness was cross- 
examined at some length as to the depreciation of various houses owing to 
the proximity of the gas-works.) 

Mr. Charles Edward Cawley, examined by Mr. Pemper. 

I am a civil engineer, and am well acquainted with gas-works. I am 
chairman of the Gas Committee of the corporation of Salford. They have 
very extensive works. I have been frequently engaged in gas questions. I 
have examined the situation of the present works of the Brighton and Hove 
Company. I know they are in close proximity to valuable residential pro- 
perty. They must be a nuisance to the asighbparhood. I cannot conceive 
that the increase in the production of gas will not increase the nuisance. If 

ou double the production you double the evil. I feel certain that if it had 

een foreseen that Brighton would have extended as it has, those works would 
never have been placed where they are. They might have been Ps anagem 
in the right place originally, but now they clearly are not ; and I think that 
any extension on that site would be very detrimental to the neighbourhood, 
and ought not to be sanctioned. With regard to the Jand described by the 
letter B on the plan, that being further off, the same objection would not 
apply ; and it seems that the harbour coming up there is not likely to be ob- 
jectionable in any future time. In the north we do not manufacture sul- 
phate of ammonia ourselves; we sell it to manufacturing chemists—but I do 
not know of any chemical-works of the kind that are not more or less a nui- 
sance. If these residual products must be manufactured at all, they should 
not be manufactured in premises situated as these are, but where they would 
be no nuisance. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Burke: Two bottles filled with the same scent 
would give double the odour one bottle would, supposing both are of the 
same size, and the necks of the bottles and their qualities were the same, 
or it would spread over double the area. The full strength of the scent could 
only be perceived by a nose exactly at the opening of the bottle; it passes 
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from the bottle, and is diffused... When gauged to a given distance, the pro- 
portion of the scent would be doubled. In no case can it increase beyond 
what it is when it leaves the bottle; but that is the only place where you 
have the maximum. The strength at the starting-point remains the same, 
and therefore at the bottle’s mouth you would only get the same intensity of 
odour from the two bottles as from one; but a hundred yards away you get 
double the number of po passing. Just as you would with two can- 
dies, the diffusion of the particles by which you receive the scent and the 
diffusion of the particles of light are in the same ratio, and you may ata 





as from one candle if you were close to it. 

Mr. Burke: Do you mean to say it is a fact that the diffusion of light 
and the diffusion of scent. follow the same law? Is there not a greater 
amount of absorption in one case than the other ? 

Witness : Practically it is the same thing. 

Mr. Pemser: Now I will put a practical question. Supposing we are in 
Jamaica, and are going to church on a Sunday morning; take ten negroes 
and twenty negroes, each of the same height, with which would you rather 
go into the church ? 

Witness: I suppose there could be no doubt that one would rather take 
the ten negroes than the twenty. 

Mr. PemBer said that was the case on behalf of his clients. 

Mr. Burkg, in replying to the evidence on the other side, remarked that 
it was admitted on all hands there must be an increased supply of gas to 
Brighton, and the real issue at stake was who should furnish it. In dealing 
with that question it would be necessary to see in what respects the public 
would be more or less benefited by the one scheme or the other. With 
regard to the question of site, both companies stood on the same footing, 
for both had scheduled the land at Aldrington; so that if the committee 
should be of opinion that it was not desirable to extend the works at Hove, 
the promoters of this bill could go to Aldrington. And they possessed this 
manifest advantage with respect to that land, that they had taken com- 
pulsory powers of purchase, which their opponents had not done. With 
reference to the opposition of the inhabitants of Cliftonville, it was clear 
from their own witnesses that the gas-works at Hove had not operated 
prejudicially to them, otherwise the progress of buildings would not have 
been so rapid and extensive as it had been. Notwithstanding the allega- 
tions of nuisance and annoyance, houses had sprung up de anno in annum, 
and had become inhabited, while the value of property all round had 
become steadily on the increase. The same result, though in a less degree, 
because of the absence of railway facilities, had followed at Kemp Town. 
And every one knew that in the metropolis the proximity of gas-works to 
houses was not found to diminish the value of such property, although it 
was always easy to find persons ready to come forward and say they would 
rather be without them. The Brighton and Hove Company by their bill 
sought only for a limited extension, which they considered was absolutely 
essential to enable them to meet the demands made upon them; and he 
contended that if they were permitted to carry out their proposal, no appre- 
ciable effect would be produced upon the value of property around them. 
Having also the alternative site at Aldrington, if the committee declined to 
sanction the extension at Hove, the question, as he had said, narrowed 
itself into this—whether they or their opponents should obtain the neces- 
sary powers of supply. Regarded from this point of view, he submitted 
that his clients had a prior claim on the considerations of the Legislature, 
no case of malpractice or neglect of any of their existing obligations having 
been substantiated against them. Supposing their bill was rejected alto- 
gether, they would remain as they were; they could not be displaced from 
their present works, but they would be exempt from alt those restrictions 
and regulations which were demanded by modern Legislature. They were 
willing to place themselves under those salutary provisions, and only asked 
from Parliament a moderate extension of their powers. He trusted that], 
they had made out a fair and reasonable case, and that their bill would |; 
receive the approbation of the committee. 

Mr. WILKINSON was about to address the committee, but the chairman 
directed the committee-room to be cleared. 

After some time the counsel and parties were again called in. 


The CHarRMAN said: The committee will not trouble Mr. Wilkinson to 
reply, The responsibility of the decision of the committee is materially 
lessened by the fact that up to Monday evening, the last time the committee 
met previous to the accident to Mr. Clive, so far as the evidence had been 
advanced, the committee were quite disposed to concur in judgment. The || 
preamble of the Aldrington, Hove, and Brighton Gas Bill is proved. ‘That 
somewhat alters the position of the Brighton and Hove General Gas Com- 
pany. The committee are opposed to any increase of the works at Hove, but 
they see no objection, if the promoters of the Brighton and Hove Company 
are inclined to do it, and if they take capital for the purpose, to their 
increasing their works at New Shoreham for the purpose of supplying Old 
Shoreham and Lancing. 


TuurspAy, Marcu 10. 


Mr. Ricuarps said he had to inform the committee, on behalf of the 
Brighton and Hove Company, that, after the decision come to on the pre- 
vious day, they retired at present from all further opposition to the Aldring- 
ton Bill, reserving themselves for what was ordinarily called “another tri- 
bunal,” so that in the discussion upon clauses they would take no part in 
the proceedings. 

The clauses of the Aldrington Bill were then read. Clauses 1 to 24, and 
several MS. clauses were agreed to. ; 

On clause 25, 

Mr. JonnstoneE, on behalf of the corporation of Brighton, said, since 
reading the report of the referees, his clients were of opinion that the 
illuminating power of the gas provided for by this clause was not high 
enough. They were willing to pay for a better quality, and therefore he 
asked that 15 candles might be substituted for 14, and 3s. 9d. for 3s. 6d. 

Mr. O’MALLey said the promoters were very anxious to meet the views 
of the corporation, but they were placed in a difficulty in reference to this 
proposition. They started with the offer of 14-candle gas at 3s. 6d., and the 
public of Brighton had supported them on that understanding. It would 
be receding from the terms of the undertaking upon which they had re- 
ceived the unanimous approval of the consumers. If they assented to this 
proposition, the contracts they had entered into would be null and void. 

Mr. JoHNSTONE suggested that an alternative provision might be inserted 
in the clause to overcome this difficulty, to the effect that if the corporation 
should at any future time require to be supplied with 15-candle gas, they 
should receive it from the company on paying an extra price of 3d. per 
1000 cubic feet. 
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Mr. O'MAtey said he was quite willing to adopt the suggestion. 

Mr. Rounp said the clause would therefore stand as in the bill, with this 
proviso: “ Provided that if the council of the borough of Brighton shall at 
any time, by notice under the hand of their town-clerk, require gas of an 
illuminating power of not less than 15 sperm candles to be supplied, the 
company shall, within six months of the service of such notice, supply gas 
of that quality, such quality to be ascertained in. manner hereinbefore 
mentioned with respect to gas of 14-candle quality, and for such gas the 
company may charge any price not exceeding 3s. 9d. per 1000 cubic feet in 
lieu of 3s. 6d. as hereinbefore mentioned.” 

The clause, with this proviso, was adopted, and the remaining clauses of 
the bill were gone through and agreed upon. 

The consideration of the clauses of the Brighton and Hove Company’s 
Bill was then proceeded with. 

Mr. O’MAt.ey said he concluded, from the decision of the committee on 
the preamble of this bill, that the second schedule would be struck out. 

The Cuarrman said what the committee declared was this, that the 
preamble, so far as it related to the extension at Hove, was not proved. 

Mr. O’Matey asked whether it was understood also that the Aldrington 
site was struck out of the bill. 

The CuarrMan said it was so understood. The company were at liberty 
to supply Old Shoreham and Lancing, and for that purpose to increase 
their works at New Shoreham. 

Mr. O'MALLEY said, that being the case, he should offer no opposition 
to the clauses on the part of the Aldrington Company. 

The clauses were then proceeded with. 

On the clause fixing the amount of capital being read, 

Mr. Ricuarps said it was originally proposed to raise £150,000, but after 
the decision of the committee, the company had reduced that amount to 
£100,000, and instead of borrowing powers to the extent of £40,000, they 
asked only for authority to raise £30,000. With this additional capital 
they hoped to be able to make the necessary extensions at Shoreham. 

The Cuamman: The company would surely not want so large an 
addition to their capital for that purpose? 

Mr. Ricuarps said undoubtedly they would not, but it was necessary to 
carry out the main object for which they came to Parliament. As far as 
Lancing and Shoreham were concerned, they might be struck out of the 
bill, so little did the company care for them; but they had to meet the 
demand which was made upon them by the town of Brighton. They might 
find it desirable to supplement the supply there by carrying a large main 
from the Shoreham works. The committee had given their adversaries 
the power to establish themselves in competition with them, and the Hove 
Company must be in a position to meet the threatened opposition. 

The CnarrMan said the Aldrington Company proposed to supply the 
district from entirely new works with a capital of only £75,000. 
Mr. Newt (parliamentary agent) said, in the absence of Mr. Cripps, 
he was anxious on the part of the inhabitants of Cliftonville and Hove to 
have it satisfactorily settled that there was no intention on the part of the 
company to give the go-by to the decision of the committee. It was 
given in evidence by Mr. Somers Clarke that they had already con- 
tracted with Vallance’s trustees for the purchase of the land adjoining 
their works at Hove, and under the provisions of the existing Act they would 
have the power, notwithstanding the provision was struck out of this bill, 
to take and hold that land for the purpose of their manufactory. The 
persons for whom he appeared did not care what capital the company were 
authorized to raise, if they were prohibited from extending the works at 
Hove. But if they found themselves with £100,000 to spare they might, 
unless restrained by some provision in this bill, go on extending those 
works under the general powers of the law of the land. He proposed, 
therefore, to insert a clause to the following effect:—‘ The company shall 
not increase their works for the manufacture of gas upon any land now 
acquired or possessed by them, or hereafter to be acquired and possessed 
by them within the parish of Hove.” 
The CuarrMan said he could quite understand the desire of the peti- 
tioners as far as any fresh land was concerned, but he did not see how the 
committee could tie the company down in reference to any land already 
possessed. 
Mr. Ricuarps said such a proposition went far beyond the decision of 
the committee. 
Mr. NEwA.t said that the company might take a conveyance of the 
additional land to-morrow, and then it would be land within the meaning 
of this clause. 
Mr. Ricnarps suggested the following proviso to meet the views of the 
petitioners:—“ Provided that no money raised under this Act shall be 
— to the acquisition of land at Hove.” 

r. NEWALL said that proviso would not do, inasmuch as the company 
had capital in hand, and might apply that to the purpose. 

Mr. Cawley recalled, and examined by Mr. NEWALL. 

Assuming the company purchased the land of Vallance’s trustees they 
would be able to use it for the purpose of erecting additional gasholders, 
which would give them the whole of their present site for addtional manu- 
facturing purposes. They cannot do that without acquiring the adjoining 
land for storeage. 
Mr. Ricuarps said the company were perfectly loyal; they had no 
intention to evade the obligation which the committee had thought fit to 
impose, and they were willing to bind themselves not to expend any 
further money in the acquisition of land at Hove. It was perfectly true 
that they could, by removing their gasholders on to other land, use the 
whole of the present site for manufacturing purposes, but they had no 
intention of doing so. But they would not consent to Mr. Newall’s clause, 
which would have the effect of partially repealing their existing Act, and 
would prevent them putting up new scrubbers, condensers, or any other 
apparatus which hereafter might become necessary. The contract they 
entered into with Vallance’s trustees was a provisional one upon the 
passing of this bill, and by the decision of the committee their power to 
purchase the adjoining land was taken away. 
The Cuarrman said the committee declined to insert the proposed clause. 
, Mr. Witkrnson wished, on the question of capital, to obtain an alteration 
in the pene of the bill, but 

Mr. Ricuarps objected that this was entirely a question of clause. 

A long discussion took place on this point, resulting in an amendment of 
the preamble, by striking out the words referring to the amount of capital 
Which it was expedient the company should be authorized to raise, 
whereupon 

Mr, WiLkrnsoy intimated that he should retire from further opposition 
before the committee. 

Mr. Ricuarps then addressed the committee in support of the proposal 
to raise £100,000 of new capital, with borrowing powers to the extent of 


Mr. John Birch Paddon recalled, and examined. by Mr. Ricnarps. 

The annual increase in the consumption of gas has been something over 
10 per cent. In 1857 we made 79 million cubic feet, and in 1865 we made 
161 millions. At our present works we may, by some extensions, succeed 
in making about 200 millions per annum, but we could not do that without 
expending some additional capital. We should also require a further outlay 
for mains. I think the sum now asked is reasonable. It is the smallest 
amount it would be worth coming to Parliament for. If the consumption 
increases at the present ratio, I have no doubt the new capital will be all 
exhausted in ten years. Our present supply is entirely voluntary, but if 
this bill is passed we shall be pleeas under obligations to furnish a supply 
when called upon. We have no means of doing that. If the building ope- 
rations at Aldrington, spoken of by Mr. Ellman, go on, that parish being 
within our present lighting district, we should be able to supply gas there. 

By Mr. Ayroun: We could increase our present production about 25 per 
cent., but it would not be proper to go beyond that. Our mains would be 
too limited to distribute even that additional quantity of gas. 

By Mr. Rounp: There is only a small portion of our district in Brighton 
which our mains do not go into, but those mains are continually requiring 
enlargement. The Aldrington Company with their capital will not be able 
to supply the whole. The cost of mains forms only a portion _of the outlay 
required. I cannot say how many miles of mains we shall lay down, because 
I do not know in what direction the increase will take place. 

Re-examined by Mr, Ricuarps: At present our mains do not go over the 
whole of Brighton; they meet the mains of the Blackrock Company about 
the centre of the town ; but if this bill passes we may be taken over the whole 
place at a very large cost. The capital which the Aldrington Company ask 
for is not sufficient. In the early stages of gas-works the proportion of ca- 
pital to business done is much larger than it is afterwards. In 1854 our own 
capital employed, for every million feet of gas made, was £1181; that has 
been diminishing every year till, in 1865, it stood at exactly £714. Assum- 
ing that there is an absence of competition, we shall go on reducing the pro- 
portion. We cannot carry on our business without floating capital, and we 
are very badly off in that respect. 

By Mr. Ayroun : It may be roughly taken that the capital expended has 
been in the proportion of one-third on mains and two-thirds on station. I 
think it very likely the same proportion will hold good in reference to new 
capital, 

Mr. Rovunp. proposed that the amount of new capital which the company 
should be authorized to raise be £50,000, and that the maximum interest on 
such capital be 6 per cent. instead of 7 per cent. ' ’ 

Mr. RicHaxps opposed the reduction, and urged the importance of giving 
the company such an amount of capital as would be reasonably sufficient for 
some years to come. . 

The CuarrMaN said the committee had resolved to reduce the new share 
capital to £75,000, and to give the company power to borrow £25,000, With 
reference to the dividend payable on the new shares, the committee considered 
7 per cent. was very moderate. ; 

The clause relating to the holding of licences, under letters patent, for the 
manufacture of residual products was, after some discussion, struck out by 
agreement, 

On clause 31, relating to the price of gas, being read, 

Mr. JoHNSTONE objected to the provision, and _ 

The CuarrMAN said the committee must be guided very much by the re- 
port of the referees, otherwise they would much have preferred that the same 
clause should be adopted here as was inserted in the Aldrington Bill. 

Mr. Ricuarps ais the promoters were in some difficulty as to whether they 
should ask the committee to adopt the report of the referees or to give them 
the alternative in the Aldrington Bill—viz., 3s. 6d. for 14-candle gas, and 
3s. 9d. for 15-candle gas. 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee would strongly recommend the latter 
course, so that the two bills should be uniform in this respect. 

Mr. JoHNSTONE said he was quite content with that. 

The consideration of the clause was postponed. 

On clause 32, relating to the mode of testing the gas, 

Mr. JoHNsTONE proposed to add some words from the Birmingham Gas Act, 
1854, but, after some conversation thereon, __ 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee, being guided very much by the report 
of the referees, were of opinion that the proposed words should not be added. 

The discussion of the price clause was then revived. 

Mr. BurkKE objected strongly to have the alternative left in the hands of 
the corporation of Brighton. He contended that the corporation had no claim 
to be the arbitrators of the quality and price, as affecting the whole of the 
consumers in the company’s district, They might step in at any time and 
require an alteration, which would affect every contract into which the com- 
pany had entered, and what would be the result? The Blackrock Company 
could not be bound by this arrangement, not being before Parliament ; and 
therefore, if the Hove Company’s customers were dissatisfied with the altera- 
tion enforced by the corporation, they would take their supply from them, 
Such a proposition it was all very well for the new company to agree to ; 
they were willing to take anything, but it ought not to be forced upon his 
clients. He was prepared to accept the alternative price, but he declined to 
leave the option with the corporation. 3 

Mr. Rivey suggested that a proviso'should be added to the clause, to this 
effect :—“ Notwithstanding anything in this Act contained, the company 
may supply gas of such illuminating power as to produce the light of one 
candle less, and in that case the price for 1000 cubic feet, at any place within 
the limits of the company’s Act of 1839, except Preston and Portslade, shall 
not exceed 3s. 6d.” : : 

Mr. JoHNsTONE would not listen to such a proposal, as it would give the 
option entirely to the ee , i 

A long conversation took place, but neither party being prepared to make 
any concession, ie i 

The Craraman said the committee are of opinion that the 31st clause in the 
Hove Bill shall be the same as the clause in’ the Aldrington Bill, with the 
alternative price of 3s. 6d, and 3s, 9d. 


Fripay, Marca 16. ; 

The question of the price clause’ was revived this morning. : 

‘The CHATRMAN, after referring to the discussion of the previous day, said 
if the counsel for the Aldrington Company were present, he should very much 
wish to amend the provision in. that bill,.and do away with the alternative 
of 3s. 9d. 

Mr. Ritey said no alteration could be made in that bill, inasmuch as it had 
been reported. The whole difficulty arose on the previous day through the 
clause being eae the Hove Company, who had no idea that euch a 
ar ver would be niade. 

r. Ricwarps said by the clause which the committee had agreed to the 











£30,000, urging the necessity of it from the admitted. wants of Brighton 
and the other portions of the company’s district. 
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——— were made masters of the situation, and they might at any time, 
if they pleased, work one company against another. 
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Mr. Jounstone said the corporation were willing to undertake that if they 
gave notice toone company to change the quality of the gas, they would give 
It to the other. 
The CHArrMAn thought that would be quite satisfactory. 
On clause 34, empowering the corporation inspector to test the quality of 
the company’s gas, 
Mr. Rounp objected to the provision that the experiment should be made 
in the presence of the superintendent or other officer of the company if re- 
quired.” He contended that this would render nugatory the recommendation 
of the referees that the inspector should have access to the office of the com- 
pany for the purpose without previous notice. 

e committee declined to make any alteration. 
Mr. Rounp brought up a clause requiring the company to lay mains and 
service-pipes at the request of the local authorities, for the supply of the pub- 
lic lamps. He said it had been suggested, on the other side, that if the cor- 
poration required additional mains to be laid, they should bind themselves to 
take gas through them for a period of not less than seven years. This he as- 
sented to, and the only question was as to the distance at which the public 
lamps should be apart. He proposed that the distance should be 75 yards. 

r. RicHARDs objected, as in many ree districts the sole remuneration 
for the outlay would be the price received by the company for lighting the 
ublic lamps, and lamps at a distance of 75 yards would be very inefficient 
ighting, for which no one but the company would be blamed. 

Mr. Rounp said the lamps in outiying districts were only required for 
police poem, and if at a distance of 75 yards apart, it would be quite near 
enough. 

The committee decided that the distance should be 60 yards. 

Mr. Rounp proposed a clause, to the effect that the company should supply 
gas to the public lamps at the request of the local authority, at the rate of 
not less than 5 cubic feet per hour each lamp, for such a length of time as 
they might desire. The company objected to this, on the ground that the 
local authority might be willing to burn only for a short period of time. 
To meet their views he proposed to insert the words ‘from one hour after 
sunset until one hour before sunrise.” 

Mr. RicHarps argued that the company would not be sufficiently protected 
by such a provision, and asked that ‘* 4300 hours per annum” should be in- 
serted, that being the average number of hours between sunset and sunrise. 
After some conversation the committee decided to insert ‘4000 hours per 
annum.” 

On a clause being brought up for regulating the price to be charged for the 
supply to the public lamps, 

r. RICHARDS said the clause was a very fair one, inasmuch as it fixed the 
charge at the lowest rate made to any private consumer, but it was necessary 
to add a proviso, so that if the company should by any special contract with 
a charitable or other public institution, accept a less price than usually 
charged to large private consumers, they should not be bound to take this 
exceptional rate as the gauge of the price to be paid by the local authorities. 
He proposed therefore, to add the words adopted in the 37th section of the 
Metropolis Gas Act, “‘ otherwise than by special contract in writing.” 

The committee agreed to add this proviso. 

Mr. Rounp brought up aclause to the effect that the gas supplied to the 
public lamps within the limits of this Act, and the recited Act, shall be con- 
sumed by meter, at the option, from time to time, of the local authority, or 
of the gas company, and in the case of their being supplied by meter, the 
meters shall be provided by the meant at the expense of the local autho- 
rity, but neither party shall be entitled to ask for a meter to more than one 
in twenty of the public lamps ; provided that the company may, if they think 
fit, have a meter to any other lamps at their own expense, and that if the 
system of average meter indication be adopted the company shall, for the 
purpose of maintaining uniformity of consumption between the metered and 
unmetered lamps, ‘employ proper regulating apparatus and burners to the 
satisfaction of the local authorities. 

Mr. RicuArps said his objection to the clause was that it was quite unne- 
cessary, The same kind of clause was proposed to be introduced into the 
Newark and Sheffield Bills before the same committee, and was rejected in 
both. It was all very well for the Aldrington Company to put such a clause 
into their bill, but it was a matter to be regretted, because of the use which 
would be made of it in future gas bills. He would venture to say that, losing 
sight of the fact that it was introduced with the consent of both parties, this 
instance would be quoted in future sessions as a proof that a parliamentary 
committee had approved of such a provision. There were about seven pre- 
cedents for such a clause, one of which was the case of Nottingham. The 
circumstances under which it was introduced there had been explained to the 
committee by Mr. Hawksley. He did not know what Mr. Hawksley’s opinion 
about it might be, but he was quite certain the working of it was not satis- 
factory. He (Mr. Richards) had the honour of appearing in a committee of 
the House of Lords the other day when a similar clause was sought to be in- 
troduced into the Ryde Bill, but their lordships rejected the proposal. In the 
Liverpool Bill the same fate befell the proposition. What circumstances were 
there in Brighton that should render it necessary to introduce what he would 
venture to say was one of the most fertile sources of quarrel between gas 
companies and local bodies that could possibly be devised ! 

Thomas Hawksley, Esq., examined by Mr. Rotnp. 

This clause was not prepared by me; I think it is copied from the other 
bill. It is a very satisfactory thing to have the means of determining be- 
tween the parties, who are always conflicting together, what is the actual 
quantity of gas consumed by the public lamps. I am a great advocate for 
consuming gas by meter in the public lamps, and have been so for a great 
many years. Our experience at Nottingham, instead of being what the 
learned counsel has intimated, has been, so far at the gas company are con- 
cerned, exceedingly satisfactory. There are still disputes, as there always 
will be, between gas companies and the local authorities, because their 
name is legion, and they must quarrel about something, if only for the 
sake of + pom before the public. But as to the meters working pro- 
perly and doing their business correctly, and thus settling the main point 
of disputes as to what is the actual consumption of the public lamps, there 
is no doubt, and this clause substantially ought, in my opinion, to be in 
all gas Acts. Recently we have been making very careful observations, 
and we found that — one 14 days the average registration of the whole 
number of meters was 4°75; during another 14 days it was 4°73; and 
during a third 14 days, 4°75 again; and I do think that the use of meters, 
taken along with the regulator and governor (not without), is highly 
satisfactory to both parties. 

Mr. Rounp: Is one meter to m7 twenty — ~ a fair proportion? 

Witness: It is quite sufficient with regulators, but not without. The re- 
gulator is not the one spoken of in this House as Hughes’s double tap, which 
is perfect nonsense, but a self-acting regulator, which puts the same pres- 
sure on the gas allover the town. There is some little improvement neces- 
sary in the language of the clause, which would prevent disputes hereafter. 








It says “ fit and proper regulating apparatus and burners to the satisfaction 
of the local authorities.” Now that is really the point upon which disputes 
have always taken place, and those words ought to be taken out. It ought 
not to be to the satisfaction of one of the parties. There is another im- 
portant provision which should be made—viz., that any meters which by 
chance may get out of order and register incorrectly shall be thrown out of 
the account in taking the average. 

Mr. Rounp said by a subsequent clause this was provided for. 

Cross-examined by Mr. RicHarps: lam not the Nottingham Gas-Works. 
iam the engineer of those works, and in that capacity I have a great deal 
to do with the management of them. The gas company there introduced 
the meter clause in their bill because it was found that we should always 
have quarrels with the local authorities if we did not resort to meters. It 
is a fact within my knowledge that a large number of companies have 
objected to this clause, and successfully too. Ido not recollect whether the 
question was fought last year. I was concerned for the Newark Company, 
who objected to it; I did not object myself. I can only say that local 
authorities make a great many demands which I do not think are just upon 
gas companies, but my opinion is that this clause does justice between 
the parties. Ido not know exactly in how many cases it has been intro- 
duced—I think from ten to twenty. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Supposing such a clause be introduced, do you not think, 
looking at the nature of the ground at Brighton, that one meter in ten 
would be better than one in twenty ? 

Witness : No, I do not think so, with regulators. No one knows better 
than Mr. Paddon the nature of a good regulator; but if the company wish 
it, I should say take one in twelve. I see no reason why the corporation 
should not accede to it. 

Mr. Ricnarps: If you take one in twenty, every error that occurs is 
multiplied twenty times. 

Witness : That is quite a mistake; that is not the way in which the ave- 
rage operates. If you had only five meters over the whole place, it may 
be they would give you as fair an average as 500. It does not depend so 
much upon the number of meters as upon the amount of regulation at the 
burners. The effect of regulation is to put all the lamps upon the same 
level, because it brings them all to the same pressure at the nipple of the 
burner. 

Re-examined by Mr. Rounp: The Hove Company supply 556 lamps in} 
Brighton alone, so that 1 meter in 20 would amount to 28 in the whole. | 
Twenty meters I have no hesitation in saying would give the company a 
complete average of the whole. The more meters there are the more ex- 
pense and trouble there is involved. 

By the Cuarrman: I see no objection to a larger number, except on the 
score of expense and trouble. | 

The CuarrMAN said the committee decided to accept the clause altered | 
as suggested by Mr Hawksley, and to fix the number of meters at 1 in 10. 

A clause was brought up, and gave rise to some discussion as to the price 
to be paid for lighting, extinguishing, and maintaining the public lamps. 
The corporation proposed that the price should be 18s. each per annum. 
Ultimately it was determined that the price should be left to be agreed upon 
between the parties, or, in case of difference, to be settled by two justices. 

Mr. Rounp proposed a clause empowering the justices not only to impose 
a penalty upon the company in case of deficient illuminating power, but to 
issue an order requiring them to remedy the evil. 

Mr. Ricuarps opposed the clause, and, after hearing him upon the sub- 
ject, 
' The committee declined to insert it. 

A clause was agreed to prohibiting the company from breaking up the 
streets during the period of six months in each year—from February 1 to 
July 31—-without the consent in writing of the corporation, except in cases 
of pressing emergency. 

A clause requiring the company to furnish to the corporation a map of 
their mains (on a scale of 2 feet to a mile), and to correct the same yearly, 
was agreed to. 

A clause to the following effect was also agreed to:—Ifand whenever any 
difference shall arise between the company and the local authority, either 
as to the lamps to which meters shall be affixed, or as to the mode or place 
of fixing the same, or as to the mode of taking the registration of meters, 
the burners to be used, or as to the amount to be paid in accordance with 
the provisions in this Act for gas to be supplied to the public lamps, public 
buildings, public clocks, &c.,or any other matter connected therewith, the 
same shall be settled by two justices not being members of the local board. 

Several other clauses as to minor regulations were proposed by the cor- 
poration of Brighton, and the West Hove Commissioners, which were agreed 
to by the company. 

The bill, as altered and amended, was then passed. 











Legal intelligence. 


COURT OF EXCHEQUER. 
Wepnespay, Marcu 14. 
(Before the Master at CHAMBERS.) 

HEDLEY v. WALLINGTON, CLERK TO THE LEAMINGTON LOCAL BOARD. 

This case, which had been adjourned from time to time, was closed on 
Saturday, the 10th instant, and on the 14th the Master gave judgment 
to the effect that the £45 5s. paid into court was sufficient to cover the 
plaintiff’s claim of £117 5s., and that the latter should pay the costs of the 
xeference, which are unusually heavy, as several witnesses were subpoenaed 
from distant parts of the country to give evidence before the Master. 

















Miscellaneous News. 


UNITED GENERAL GAS COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly General Meeting of the Proprietors of this Company 
was held on Tuesday, March 6, at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, 
London—R. Hupson, Esgq., in the chair. 

The Secrerary read the notice convening the meeting, and the follow- 
ing report and accounts were taken as read :— 

The directors have to submit the following report and accompanying accounts of 
the operations of the company, by which it will appear that the profits for the half 
year ending December last amount to £9298 14s. a. 

At Dublin, the price of gas was reduced on the Ist of January last year from 
4s. 9d. to 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, which reduction the directors are happy to state 
has been made up by increased consumption. 
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The CHarrMan said: Gentiemen, in the first place I must apologize to 
you for a little omission which you will find in the accounts, that is, they 
are not audited. That was unavoidable. The books were before a com- 
mittee of the House at the time. ‘The accounts have since been audited, 
and if any gentleman Jwould like to see them with the anditors names 
affixed, he can do so. [ shall not detain you very long, because I think it 
is unnecessary. You will see by the report that we declare very nearly 
the same dividend as we did last year. We should have declared the same, 
but for the reasons which we give, namely, the enhanced price of coals, and 
the mildness of the season, so that we did not have so great a sale as 
usual for our coke. In other respects I am very happy to say that the 
works are in perfect order. Everything is going on very well, and our 
nt for Dublin, Mr. Sanders, is sitting behind me, and I am quite sure he 
will be able and willing to give you any information that you desire upon 
the subject. One ——- in the report states:—“ The directors have 
applied this session to Parliament for a bill for Dublin, and another for 
Limerick, both which have passed Standing Orders, and have been read 
a second time in the House of Lords. Negotiations have also been for some 
time pending with the directors of the Alliance.Gas Consumers Company 
of Dublin, for the consolidation of the two companies into one undertaking. 
The directors anticipate that these negotiations will be attended with a 
favourable result, and will be embodied in and ¢arried out by the bill.” I 
was in hopes that I should have been enabled to state to you what had oc- 
curred in Parliament with respect to the arrangement which we had entered 
into with the Alliance Gas Company of Dublin as to the transfer of our 
works to that company. I may state, however, that such arrangement has 
received the sanction of a committee of the House of Lords. But as that 
part of it which refers to Limerick is still in the hands of our counsel, and 
is to be again before the committee of the House of Lords to-morrow morn- 
ing, it is impossible for me to allude to it now. But you will be —e 
called together shortly for giving effect to these arrangements, and the bill 
will be laid before you for your sanction; and I have no doubt that you 
will approve what your directors have done. I think your good sense will 
show you that, as the matter is to come before Parliament to-morrow, it is 
highly imprudent to discuss it now. I do not think that I have anything 
further to allude to particularly. With respect to our accounts, I am happy 
to say that things are clearing off. We had when the report came out 
rather a large debt due to our bankers, but that has been brought down 
very much. Our outstanding bills have been all paid, and so far I think we 
are in a perfectly safe position at the present time. At the same time, any 
questions which any proprietors wish to have answered I am quite sure we 
shall all be most happy to reply to. I beg leave to move—“ That the re- 
port and accounts just taken as read be received and adopted.” 
Mr. WHEELER: I beg to second that. 

.. Mr. Doane: One question I wish to ask is, whether the board are unan- 
imous, because we have lately found, at the Great Eastern, that one set of 
directors recommend one course and another set another ? In the report 
you speak of “ consolidation,” but in your speech you referred to a 








The extreme mildness of the winter has operated against the sales of coke, which | pending with the directors of the Alliance Gas Consumers Company of Dublin, for 
have not realized by a considerable amount the sum obtained in the half year ending | the consolidation of the two companies into one undertaking. 
‘|| December, 1864; the cost of coals has also been greater than in the corresponding The directors anticipate that these negotiations will be attended with a favourable 
period last year. : here result, and will be embodied in and carried out by the bill. 
oe _ oA lighting contract for Dublin was renewed for twelve months e This will, as well as that for Limerick, — in a oa oe _ ee 94 
eo 0 “ . ee . : : ng of the shareholders specially convened for their consideratio ’ 
{ Bn apesnem aden Reap. ors be yw gage The works are in good order, | 1 ordance with the Standing Orders of Parliament. i 
At Bray, the business has considerably increased, and the directors have pleasure The profits, as before stated, amount to £9298 14s. 6d., which, added to the divi- 
{in stating that the results are very favourable. dend reserve-fund of £2744 14s, 8d., makes a total of £12,043 9s. 2d., from which 
The directors have applied this session to Parliament for a bill for Dublin, and | the directors recommend that a dividend of 20s. per share and a bonus of 2s, per 
another for Limerick, both which have passed Standing Orders, and have been read | share, amounting to £9900, both free Of income-tax, be declared payable on and 
a second time in the House of Lords. Negotiations have also been for some time after the 2nd of April next. 
Dr. Abstract of the Profit and Loss Account, for Half Year ending December 31, 1865. Cr 
aE ERR EO OR we By Gas-rental forlight . . . . . 2. 2 6 + + @ «+ £39,913 16 2 
ale tele Bape alee’ gs ae Rap ate glk fs 297 3 8 Residual products... . . 2 « oe. 0 #.% 8,513 16 11 
_ POU ar a So ee Crt hts Proportion of half year’s interest on Cork mortgage 
ee SS aa 3,483 6 1 bond. , . ‘Te ee ue 402 18 6 
STE ee ee 165 2 5 
Meters and repairsthereof. . . . ... =.=. =. 41,138 2 6 
Rents, rates, and taxes. . — a eS ee 975 12 2 
ee ee £600 0 0 
Sea oe 42 0 0 
642 0 0 
Salaries and collectors commission . . cw. oe 
Charges, pensions, &e. . ... . Sy 1,423 17 2 
Bad debts and allowances . . . . me ; 571 7 
ie ee ae ce te io 4) whi SA. oy A 185 4 7 
Interest for balance ofaccount. . . ..... - 178 17 0 
Investment for amount as “‘ Deterioration of works” . 2,000 0 0 
£39,531 17 1 
Net profit carried down, . « 0 « © © © © © « 9a 14 6 
£48,830 11 7 £48,830 11 7 
Dr. Appropriation or Dividend Account. Cr. 
To Dividend on 9000 shares, at £1 per share £9,000 0 0 By Reserve account, . . 6 « « « « &2,74414 8 
Bonus on ditto, at 2s. pershare . . . 900 0 0 Net profit broughtdown .... « 9,298 14 6 
— 9,900 0 0 —_———_ 12,043 9 2 
Balance of unappropriated profit. . .. .. +. + 214 9 2 
£12,043 9 2 £12,043 9 2 
Dr. Abstract of the Balance-Sheet, December 31, 1865. Cr. 
CR 6. as dss 5+ 0 en dens oi o 3 > SEER 2S By Generalinvestment. . . . . . « « « « « 432,137 6 8 
eens ww tet tt te tl Hibernian Gas Company’s stock and 
Sundry tradesmen outstanding for stores and accounts . 7,523 7 11 Ds be - 4 « < 6.0.6.0 oes. © 
Reserved fund, being the amount received for sale of Retorts, meters, fire-goods, services, &c. 4,986 19 6 
lease of Austin Friars premises. . . . . « + 4,900 0 0 Dublin Gas Billeosts . ....-. 341 13 3 
Cork Consumers Gas Company, for interest on bond MUON 6 « ss 6 + 6) O68 24-6 «21 
..., SS aw ore oo iin 2 Mount Town leasehold. . . ... 420 0 0 
Insurance account . .. =... « . 1,48017 6 —————_ 48,160 6 3 
Loan account . i «ton ahaie oirena aout 6 6 sae Stocks and products at Limerick . . . £5,481 18 10 
SS ok gn A Dee & Seen es ae eo Retorts, fire-goods, tubing, &c. . . . 71013 8 
Dividend reserve-fund . . o « cf,144 14 8 Inhandsoftheagent ..... - 1215 0 
Current profits . . 6c a = «See ——————._._ 6,205 7 6 
——————- 12, 043 9 2 Stocks and products at Bray . . . . 41,173 0 6 
Retorts, meters, &c. “a an ce 342 1 8 
Due from bankers . .. + +e « 154 5 5 
————__ 1,669 7 7 
Law, parliamentary costs . . . ...... . #£2,56416 8 
 . eee ee eee 64 11 11 
Due from sundry personsand accounts. .... . 171 8 3 
In handsofbankers. . .... -« £850 7 11 
Pee ee ee 448 
854 12 7 








£491,827 17 5 


“transfer.” A consolidation would be something like the Great Western 
and the South Wales, but a transfer is a very different thing. Shall we 
still exist as co-partners in the new company at Dublin, or shall we transfer 
our works and take a fixed sum for them? I make our total profit 
£11,259. Therefore, if it were not for the large sum written off for depre- 
ciation, which I think is a very proper thing, we should be able to paya 
larger dividend. It seems to me that our expenses are something like 7 
per cent., whereas the average of the metropolitan companies gives 37. 
am connected with three provincial gas companies, bnt one ouly of them 
publishes the accounts, and that is the Birmingham and Staffordshire, 
which contrasts exceedingly favourably as to expenses with this company, 
making a difference of about 44 per cent., which is nearly 1 per cent. in- 
crease of dividend. If, therefore, we could get the expenses reduced, we 
should be in a much better position. If we have a consolidation, it seems 
to me we should want directors on the spot. 

The Cuarrman: At the Wharncliffe meeting you will have the whole 
details before you. An arrangement has been made by your directors, and 
I believe I can say that they were quite unanimous upon the subject, and 
thought it would be for the advantage of the proprietors. It is very diffi- 
cult to compare English and Irish companies, and I would appeal to m 
friend Mr. Stephenson upon that point. There are various e xpenses which 
are not foreseen in dealing with Irish companies, which do not come into 
action in the case of English companies. 

A Proprietor: Surely you might give us the details of the arrange- 
a, when the whole matter was published on Saturday in the Jrish 

zmes. : ‘ 

Mr. Doane: I did not want the details, but I wanted to know whether it 
was consolidation or transfer. 


Mr. Grecory (solicitor): Of course this is a matter which has received 


the anxious consideration of the directors, and the details of the arrange- 
ments have been very much discussed by them. I have not seen any re- 
port such as the honourable proprietor alludes to. The arrangement par- 
takes both of consolidation and transfer, and we are now in committee 
upon this very matter. It does not’ involve merely the Dublin question, 
but, to a certain extent, Limerick also, and the Limerick Bill is coming on 
to-morrow morning. Under those circumstances, it is not thought expe- 
dient to discuss it more particularly, as we must almost immediately give 
you notice of what is called a Wharncliffe meeting, and then you will. be 
called upon to consider that bill. It has been considered inconvenient to 
anticipate the Wharncliffe meeting, and go into the matter now, but that is 
very much in the hands of the proprietors, of course. 


Mr. Doane: Does the consolidation or transfer warrant the payment 
of the law expenses ? 

Mr. Grecory: No; law expenses have nothing whatever to do with the 
consolidation. 








Mr. Doane: In future we shall not be proprietors in this concern? 
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Mr. Gregory: Except as regards Limerick. 

Mr. Doane: There are also the Bray Gas-Works. 

The Cuarrman: They go to the Alliance. 

A Proprirror: The chairman has objected to a comparison between an 
_— and Irish company. When I wasin Ireland, at the first meeting 
of the Cork Consumers Company after they purchased our interest, the 
difference was marvellous as against the management of this company. 


The Cuarrman: I can only say that where there is soqedtion as there 
was in Cork, nothing better can be done than we we did. You may tell us 
that we managed very — in Cork, and you might have told the other 
company so too, for we both tried what we could do against each other. 
But when they got it all into their own hands, it would have been hard in- 
deed if they could not get a good profit out of it. 


Mr. Woop: We have often had a comparison between us and metropo- 
litan companies. I would ask Mr. Doane to look at the working of the 
metropolitan companies at a time when they were in the same relative 
position we are in. What amount of profit was made by the London on its 
original shares, and for how many years did they go on with it? Look at 
the Phoenix at the time there was competition, and compare their dividends 
now with their dividends then. The amalgamation, the consolidation— 
call it what you will—will have the effect of putting into one hand that 
which is now in two, and instead of having two collectors and two in- 
spectors, and so on, one will do; and of course the expenses will be con- 
siderably decreased. If Mr. Doane will look to the sum which the Birming- 
ham and Staffordshire Company have taken for depreciation, he will see that 
we have not taken too much, but too little. 

Mr. Doane: I excluded that from the consideration. 


= Woop: Is the Commercial Gas Company of Ireland in Parliament 
now 

Mr. Grecory: No; they were originally, but they have withdrawn, 
except as parties to this arrangement. The three will be amalgamated. 

The resolution for the adoption of the report and accounts was carried 
unanimously. 

A resolution authorizing the payment of a dividend of 20s. per share, and 
a bonus of 2s. per share, both free of income-tax, payable on and after the 
2nd of April next, was passed unanimously. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman, duly acknowledged, brought the pro- 
ceedings to a close, ~ : 














OTTOMAN GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 

The Seventh Ordinary Meeting of the Shareholders was held at the Offices 
of the Company, No. 6, Copthall Court, on Monday, the 12th inst.—S. A, 
Beck, Esq., in the chair. 

The notice convening the meeting, and the minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been read by the secretary (itr. A. J. King), the following report and 
statements of account were taken as read :— 

The directors have the pleasure to annex the 
half year, and to report that the sales of gas, coke, and tar amount to £2004 10s. 7d. 

Though the carbonizing account and the fittings account both show a profit, it 
will hardly be a matter of surprise that the general account should still show a smal} 
loss, as the business has not yet assumed dimensions to cover the working expenses, 
The directors, in common with the shareholders generally, much regret that a net 
profit has not yet been attained, but desire to direct attention to the fact that the 
most flourishing of the London companies have seldom succeeded in earning a satis- 
factory dividend until their gas-rental reached to about 20 per cent. of their capital, 
and that probably no company ever arrived at that point within a year of first 

ighting up. 
The gradual progress of the undertaking may be estimated by the following 
res :— 
*The number of public lights on Jan. 1, 1865, was $5; March 1, 156; July 1, 263; 
ae 353. 
The i 








d general ption may be gathered from the fact that a year 
the company was carbonizing only 20 tons a fortnight; the consumption is now 65 
tons. There can be little doubt, therefore, if this rate of progress be maintained, 
the business must soon be remunerative; and the expectation of your directors is 
that it will not only be maintained, but increaeed. 

The directors regret to have to report that their manager at Smyrna has hitherto 
found great difficulty in obtaining payment for the public lights; and after repeated 
disappointments the directors felt compelled to direct him to cease lighting if the 
arrears due were not paid by a certain date. The execution of this threat was most 
strenuously resisted by the pasha, who declared he would not be answerable for the 
safety of the town if the’ public lights were put out; and his excellency promised 
the most energetic measures should be taken to collect the arrears, and undertook 
to make good the claims of the company, out of other funds at his disposal, in case 
of continued default. 

The measures adopted are beginning to produce satisfactory results, and the di- 
rectors hope that, after the first difficulties of the rate are surmounted, the future 
course will be easy and regular. 

The amount received on debentures up to this date is £11,250, and is still short of 
the requirements of the company to carry on the business. A sum of about £3000 is 
still needed, and it is hoped that those shareholders who have not yet assisted in 
the undertaking will do so at the earliest opportunity. 

As prescribed by the Articles, three of the directors retire from office—E. Horner, 
Esq., S. Adams Beck, Esq., H. Deffell, Esq.; also two auditors—E. P. Rowsell, 
Esq., and George Allin, Esq.; and, being eligible for re-election, offer themselves 
accordingly; and Hugh Oxenham, Esq., has likewise offered himself for the 
appointment of auditor. 








Dr. Balance-Sheet, December 31, 1865. Cr. 

To Capital, viz. :—10,000 shares, £5 paid . . . . . « £50,000 0 0 By Concession and preliminary expenses . . . . + » £16,888 9 10 
Loanson debentures. . . . « « © © «© © « « 21,2350 0 0 CGE a. 5 tc et ea ne 0 os MT 1 
CS raae ng se & 6 eo « wo 3 1,500 0 0 Stock at ditto— 

Trade account andinterest. . . . . « «© «+ «© + 744.19 5 re ae a ee ae ee ee ee 
Directoms Bip sw ce tee ee ee 699 16 0 et Se is ws 6's «6 we @ » 9 0 0 
. is 05 0't 0 0 4 766 10 0 
Chandeliers, &e. . . 2 ce © « 1,893 14 10 
ee 3,328 19 7 
Office furniture . . . e o£ - 0 © ae -o rn) 98 2 3 
Sundry debtors— 
For Publiclights .. ... .¢ 4&1,81412 2 
Gas, general consumers , . . 5 810 
a a 343 9 5 
Coke . . . © « Pk all 132 12 8 
Coals . ee a a 13 13 10 
. eee 114 1 
Materiols. 6 2 ts te ee 104 12 10 
—_——_——__ 2,766 310 
Cash.at bankers . . . «. « . « « 41,181 9 1 
a 136 111 
PG 4 8 wee 6 aS 7illl 
1,325 211 
EN io ae fk tear awrite he & 300 0 0 
+ cme bar ad CE ee et ee ee ee ee ee ee 300 
I So ce Sar iy. 9 ng aa x ee gum 109 1 8 
Profit and loss balance . . . dee ae ae Sg 456 4 3 
£64,194 15 5 £64,194 15 5 
Dr. Profit and Loss Account, July 1 to December 31, 1865. Cr. 
No. 1.—Carbonizing Account. 

To Costofcoalsconsumed . . . . « « «© «© © «© © £65219 7 By Gas-rentals . « « © © © © © © © © © © © S71 7 8 
Wages, salaries, rent, &c.,atSmyrna . . ...- 650 12 10 ND eo ok, Hie we SS, eS we eee ue 231 0 2 
Lamp lighting and law expenses on public lights, . . 123 7 3 Dn. « @ «ut 6 « « © .¢ €.6.0:.% 4 229 
Balance profit carried to No.3 . 2. . « «© © + « 577 10 11 

£2,004 10 7 £2,004 10 7 
No. 2.—Fittings and Chandelier Account, 

To Stock, June 30 Ct a # 28. @ G6, 6 % | £2,233 3 8 By Sales ie et es a &. Octo ese ost eo 16 3 
Diteo, purchased gimee .. . « «© 0 ©. 0 © o 0.0 482 6 0 ere a a eee ee 424 8 6 
DE 6 = i sc 6 9 5 « 6 6-¢ © ¢ 408 7 8 oe Oe em ee fee. a oe 
Ditto, balance profit carried toNo.3 . . 2. 2 6 22211 8 Sundry debtors . « «ee «© e ce © @ @ @ 3438 9 5 

£3,346 9 0 £3,346 9 0 
No. 3.—General Account, 

To Balance from June30 . . . © « e © © © eo « £3538 2 4 By Balance from No.1 . . 2 « © © © © © © © «© £57710 ll 

Expenses of management— Dittofrom No.2... +. © © © © © © © @ 222 11 8 
Memteteies. 2's «6's &-6 £60 0 0 a ae Aes a ati ae a hie 4179 
Se. ss we oe 6 + el eee ei GRA an Re et Ra hee a 2814 9 
0 ae ee ae 350 0 0 _ » « »« « = 6 «#0. &.% 310 6 
Stationery, &c. . Cs & 611 6 ho tree amse. i a a a a a 1411 6 
Auditors, London es aoe 21 0 0 See os se we we eo Ow”. Ve Se 456 4 3 
Site, Guyene Sd Sem ae 
etty expenses, e,&e. 4 0 

Fe SO ” onus. ie 120 
Interest on debentures, &c. . « « © © © eo « » $29 2 2 
£1,844 11 4 £1,344 11 4 


The CuarrMan said the next business was to present the report for the 
year. He believed they had all had a copy of it, and probably they would 
take it as read. Before moving the adoption of the report, there was only one 
part he wished to remark upon. It stated in the last paragraph, ‘‘ As pre- 
scribed by the Articles, three of the directors retire from office—E. Horner, 
£sq., S. Adams Beck, Esq., H. Deffell, Esq., and being eligible for re-election 
offer themselves accordingly.” He begged to state that he did not intend to 
offer himself for re-election. Having taken the report and the accounts as 
read, he would now draw attention to them. ‘The balance-sheet required no 
explanation. The profit and loss account from July ist to December 3lst, 
he thought those who understood gas matters would consider very favourable. 





The cost of coals consumed was £652; the gas-rentals, £1771. That is nearly 
60s. upon every pound paid for coals, and if they examined any London ac- 
counts they would hardly find one to equal it. The sale of coke was £231, 
more than one-third the cost of the coals, which was also a very good return. 
He should be very glad to see any London accounts that turned out so well 
as this upon the cost of coals. That account, the carbonizing account, showe 
a profit of £577 10s. 11d. Then the chandelier account showed a profit of 
£222 11s. 8d. Those two profits were carried down to the general account, 
where they came to a deficit. There was no doubt in the world that the busi- 
nese, although it was progressing favourably, was not sufficient to meet the 
expenses at present, and the balance against them this year was £496 4s. 


— 
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ts duly audited for the past| 
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But, then, they had paid in the meantime £329 2s. 2d. on borrowed pie bo 
so the working expenses had not absorbed the whole outlay. It was simply 
the cost of raising the capital to carry on the business. He should tell them 
that he thought the public lights yielded a much larger proportion 
of the income than the private lights, but it was not nearly so 
large as he expected. In January last year the consumption of gas by 
= consumers was 168,800 cubic feet ; in December it was 1,032,500 feet. 

here was progress shown there to a considerable extent ; therefore he thought 
there was nothing to complain of in that. In January the public lamps were 
159,000 feet ; In December, 1,443,000. The total private consumers was 
2,413,000 ; and public lamps, 3,730,928. The number of public lamps is 
353. There was only one difficulty about the public lights, and it was.a most 
important difficulty, that of getting paid for them. They had been obliged 
three months ago to threaten the authorities to cut off the supply. The 
pasha entreated them in every way not to take that step; he said he would 
not be answerable for the safety of the town if the lamps were put out. They 
told him they had nothing to do with that; if he had the gas he must pay 
for it. Mr. Gandon had promised to do what he could to get the arrears paid 
up. There was no municipal corporation, and no positive means of making 
them pay, except by going to Constantinople and enforcing payment. Mr.Gan- 
don had promised he would do everything he could. 

The CHAIRMAN then read a letter recently received from Mr. Gandon on 
the subject, : 

A SHAREHOLDER asked the chairman whether he would object to serve in 
the event of his being re-elected. er ss 


The CHAIRMAN said it would depend upon circumstances. He had better 
state at once what his feeling was in the matter. When he was asked to 
become a director of this company, it was very much against his wish to 
accept it. He had a great many friends in the concern, and they thought 
his aon of gas matters and his name would be of service. erefore 
he consented. But he certainly would nct undertake to manage a company 
for other parties without being paid for it; be could not afford either the 
time or the money. He might say without vanity that he understood the 
management of gas companies as well as any man in London, be he who he 
may ; he did not mean to say scientifically, but he thought he understood the 
general management quite as well as any one. Therefore he considered his 
services were worth something. Of course, he could feel for proprietors that 
they should have to pay when the company itself was not paying. That 
might do so far as they were concerned; but it was no answer so far as he 
was concerned. He had 100 shares in the company, and he paid 
£500 for them; and if he were to retire to-day, and sell out, and were 
to get all he had earned as a director, he would not receive so 


time for nothing. There were many gentlemen who had bought in at a dis- 
count; but he had not been so fortunate. Therefore, he saw no reason wh 
he should go on working for a body of shareholders without being paid. 
So far as the payment went, he did not care whether it was made to-day, or 
to-morrow, or six months hence, or two years; but it must be understood 
that the directors fees are paid. But, then, he thought it most objectionable 
to postpone the eps because it was saddling future shareholders with 
debts incurred by present shareholders. Then, again, if their business 
would not pay for management, how were they to doit? It must go on as 
a debt due from the company; and he was quite willing to take it in that 
way, that when there was money to pay a dividend the directors should be 
paid He had no objection to wait till that time. He did not know that he 
was called upon to give his time and knowledge for nothing. Since he had 
become a director of this company, he had been offered directorships in new 
companies ; and there was no reason why he should not have given this up 
and taken them. But he had never had anything to do with new companies, 
and he did not think his experience, in the present instance, held out any 
we to him to join them. He would now move the adoption of the 
report. 

Mr. Knicut seconded the motion. 

Mr. Gover called attention toa clerical error in the accounts, and then 
asked what property the company had to show against the capital account. 


The CHarrMaN said nothing but the works at Smyrna, which were valued 
at cost price. 

Mr. Gover asked for other explanations respecting the accounts, which 
were furnished by the chairman and secretary. Je then said he saw the 
accounts. were audited by Mr. Rowsell and Mr. Allin. He knew Mr. Allin 
well, but Mr. Rowsell, if he was rightly informed, had parted with the ten 
shares which he formerly held as a qualification for the auditorship. 


Mr. Rowse said no qualification was required. He took them simply 
at the wish of friends, but he did not hold any shares at present. 


Mr. Gover thought a public accountant ought to have a stake in the com- 
pany whose accounts he audited. Mr. Rowsell held a qualification which he 
ad parted with. Limited companies were spoken against outside, and it 
;Was desirable that nothing should be done by those officially connected to 
\Prejudice them in the eyes of the public. 
| The CareMan said the directors carefully abstained from interfering with 
\the election of auditors; that was a matter entirely for the shareholders. 
| There had been a good deal of discussion before, but the directors never 
interfered. 
Mr. Gover said he adhered to his remark that the auditor ought to have 
a stake in the company. 








at less in December than in June. 

The CuarrMan said some surplus pipes had been sold; they were new 
|| Pipes, and were sold at a considerable profit. 
|| The SHarEHoLpeER wished to know whether the £652 of coals, in the car- 
| bonizing account, were the actual coals that produced the £1771 on.the other 
side of the account. 

The CuarrMan replied in the negative; they had a stock thize now, 
which were not taken in the account, only the stock they had previously. 

The report was then adopted. 

The CHArRMAN said the next business was the re-election of the directors 
Who went out of office by rotation, Mr. Horner and Mr. Deffell. 

Mr. Oxennam said he thought the number of directors ought to be reduced 

m seven to five. 
sec CuarRMaN said he had no objection to that—it was for the meeting 
|| 0 decide; but it would be necessary to sign a requisition for a special meet- 
| ang for the purpose, 
of pride asked what benefit was to be derived from having five instead 
n? 
¥ OXENHAM: To save expense. 
t. Kxigut: That is another matter. 


a 








—........ . OO aoe 





Last year the balance against them was £353 2s. 4d., a difference of £100. | 


much as he had paid for those shares, so that he would have given his | 








A SHAREHOLDER asked how it was that the works at Smyrna were valued | 





| in the company; and knowing Mr. Leman to be a man in whom he could 


Some conversation ensued as to the mode of proceeding to be adopted neces- 
sary to carry out the proposed reduction, but in the end the matter was 
dropped without anything definite being decided upon. 

Mr. Witttas said in 1864 they were in debt £6717, and the directors 
said if the company would allow them to have £10,000 that would set them 

oing. 
. The CHaiRMAN: We said £15,000. 
f Or. Warzzams said they had had more than £10,000, and still they were 
in debt. 

The CuarrMaN said they had not only had the £10,000, but the directors 
were liable at Christmas for £1500 ; and now they were liable for £1000 on 
their own responsibility. 





Mr. Wit1AMs said they were paying large sums for salaries, directors} | 


fees, auditors at London and Smyrna; and in order to pay the shareholders a 
5 per cent. dividend, they must have £5000 clear profit, which to him did 
not seem very probable. 

The CHAIRMAN said, as a proprietor, he hoped would be able to pay 
a dividend. The old gas companies did not pay a dividend for years. Was 
it not the case with very small businesses that the expenses p upon 
them at the beginning? The large gas companies did not pay a dividend at 
the start. Gas was an innovation in London in those days, as it was an in- 
novation now at Smyrna. What Mr. Williams had said was @ reason for 
selling the works and having nothing more to do with them. But he hoped 
the company would not come to that. The real point was this, was there 
any item which Mr. Williams could lay his finger upon in these accounts 
and say it was an improper one > 

It was then moved and seconded that Mr. Horner, Mr. Beck, and Mr. 
Deftell be re-elected directors, and the resolution was carried. 

The Cuarnman said he accepted the re-election we. J upon the understand- 
ing that the shareholders wished it. If they thought he could be of ser- 
vice to them, he would remain a director; but he would not be told that 
he did not understand his business, that he did not carbonize ry yo He 
had been at it seventeen years, attending three days a week, and he thought 
he ought to know something about it. 

Mr. Ropes said the next business was the!re-election of the auditors» 
Mr. Rowsell and Mr. Allin. Two other candidates, Mr. Oxenham and Mr- 
Leman, had offered to do the work for less pay. He should like to ask the 
old auditors whether they would be willing to wait for payment until there 
was a dividend for the shareholders. 


Mr. Bartiett said he should like to ask Mr. Oxenham what was hi® 
object in coming forward as an auditor. Was it for the sake of saving 
merely ten guineas a year to the company, or was it because he had some 
ulterior object in view ? 

Mr. Gover begged to move that Mr. Oxenham and Mr. Leman be elected 
the auditors of this company. He believed the past auditors had done their 
work well; but he took the objection that he took before, that one of those 
gentlemen had no stake whatever in the company. 

Mr. Corz seconded the motion. 

Mr. Kxie@ut said he knew nothing of the four gentlemen whose names 
were before them; but he saw Mr. Oxenham at the last meeting, and heard 
him make observations very derogatory of the company, which would lead 
one to think that he had the worst possible opinion of the past, present, and 
future of the undertaking. But it also happened at that meeting, that Mr. 
Allin told them he had been to a broker’s that morning, who informed him that 
he had received instructions from Mr. Oxenham to puchase for him shares 
in the Ottoman Gas Company. That certainly let the cat out of the bag, 
and it gave him a cue to the observations that Mr. Oxenham had made. In 
some circles he dare say it was considered a clever trick which Mr. Oxenham 
had performed ; but he for one certainly did not think it a good recommenda- 
tion for the auditorship. Mr. Oxenham told them he was ready to do the 
work for half the money; and he also told them, in a circular which he sent 
out, that he believed the present auditors would not do it for that amount. 
Now, Mr. Allin told them he was willing to do the work for any sum the 
company should think right. If they were to act upon Mr. Oxenham’s prin- 
ciple of cheapness, let them carry it to its legitimate result; and then they 
might find some gentleman who would do the work for £5, and perhaps some- 
body who would do it for nothing. Mr. Oxenham, in his circular, stated that 
he was the auditor of the Nottingham and Grantham Railway. Let him 
answer the question, how would he like any shareholder in that company to 
serve him as he had served Mr. Allin? and if he answered that question 
faithfully, he thought he would retire from a position which it was most dis- 
graceful for any man to take up. 

Mr. Gover said he understood that Mr. Oxenham became a candidate 
solely on public grounds, and that he was a shareholder having a large stake 


confide, he had moved their election this day. He was astonished at the 
personal attack that had been made upon Mr. Oxenham. It was said that he 
was a buyer of shares. How could that prejudice him, when it showed his 
confidence in the company by increasing his stake in it. ‘Ile must protest 
against his being prejudiced by these remarks. 

Mr. ALLIN said he stated at the last meeting that he had just left a broke", 
who told him he was buying shares for Mr. Oxenham. The next mornin& 
he received a letter from Mr. Coles, the broker, denying the statement; ye 
two days afterwards there was a transfer of 30 shares to Mr. Oxenham, through 
Whibley and Coles. 

Mr. Cougs said he could bring the very gentleman whom he bought them 
for. It was very likely he had bought previously for Mr. Oxenham. 

The CuarrMan said it did not matter a pin whether they were bought the 
day before, or a week before, or a month before—it was quite immaterial. 

Mr. Cores said the question was whether he was buying that morning or 
not. 

Mr. OxENHAM said it was also.a question of character on his part. The 
gentleman had ‘insinuated that he was running down the shares at the 
pains in order to buy them up cheaper in the market. It was not the 

act. ’ 

The CuarRnMAN said Mr. Coles’s explanation did not alter the fact. Mr. 
Allin simply said he was at Mr. Coles’s office, and Mr. Coles told him he was 
buying shares for Mr. Oxenham. Mr. Coles said he never told him so; but 
that he was buying for somebody else. But it turned out that Mr. Oxenham 
had bought shares a few days before ; therefore the fact remaine] the same 
that Mr. Oxenham bought shares. 

ASHAREHOLDER said Mr. Allin insinuated that Mr. Oxenham spoke at the 
last meeting for the purpose of depreciating the shares. How could his ob- 
ject be to depreciate the shares when he had bought them days before ? 

The CHAIRMAN said it was really immaterial. It was simply a question 
whether Mr. Allin understood Mr. Coles to say one thing or another. As- 
suming that Mr. Coles’s statement was correct, without judging between him 

















and Mr. Allin, what did it matter whether Mr. Oxenham bought ae 
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ere Mr. Coles on Monday, or through somebody else on the preceding 
riday? 

A SHAREHOLDER: The transfer came through Mr. Coles. 

The Cuarnman: Whether the transfer came through Mr. Coles or not, it 
was substantially correct that Mr. Oxenham did buy shares. He came to the 
meeting to run the company down in every way he could, and the charge 
was that he did that with the view of depreciating the shares that he might 
buy afterwards. 

Mr. OxeNnHAM said he bought them a long while afterwards. 

Mr. Bartiett said his . Ty was that Mr. Oxenham left the meeting 
much better satisfied than when he came in. 

Mr. Ruopes said, as Mr. Oxenham and Mr. Leman had been proposed, he 
should now propose as an amendment that Mr. Rowsell and Mir. Allin be 
re-elected auditors. 

The CuarRMAN said he had better not put it as an-amendment, but as an 
original motion. 

Mr. Ruopgs: At the half price—ten guineas. 

Mr. Rowse11 said there was no question that Mr. Allin and himself were 
willing to accept whatever the company thought right. His idea was, that it 
would be better to give up their fee for the current half year. He thought 
they fairly earned their twenty guineas. He had attended there some dozens 
of times, for it was not a very easy matter to understand accounts, to go 
through them thoroughly, and be satisfied that those accounts are correct. 
Therefore he said unhesitatingly that they were entitled to twenty guineas. 
But, if it was a question of money, let Mr. Allin and himself give up fifteen 
“ae for the current half year. Just let him say one word about the qua- 
ification, The sale of his ten shares had nothing to do with the prosperit 
of the poe rm it was a private motive only which induced him to sell. 
There could be no difficulty in his becoming a shareholder again, and if stress 
was laid upon it he would take shares again. The real question was whether 
the accounts were properly audited. His intelligence, and intelligence as an 
accountant, had nothing to do with his being a shareholder. Being the 
secretary of another foreign gas company, he thought that circum- 
stance better qualified him to audit their accounts than another gentleman, 
who from the very nature of the business did not appear to be conversant 
with accounts, ving been connected with the company from the com- 
mencement, he should feel very much grieved if he were ousted now. He 
believed he had served them efficiently, and he did not understand there was 
any charge to the con - With regard to remuneration, he would leave 
that entirely to the shareholders. 

The question was then put, when the numbers were—for Rowsell and 
Allin, 15; against, 3—majority 12. 

Mr. Gover submitted that the names of his candidates ought to have been 
put to the meeting as well. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was not necessary after the vote just taken. 

Mr. Gover then demanded a poll on behalf of Mr. Oxenham and Mr. 
man. 

The CuarrMan referred to the Articles of Association, and said the gen- 
tleman could demand a poll; but before the poll could be granted, it was 
necessary that a requisition, signed by holders of 500 shares, should be pre- 
sented before the meeting broke up. 

Mr. Gover consulted with his friends, and then said they did not repre- 
sent 500 shares. He should, therefore, withdraw his demand for a poll; but 
he wished to state that he had acted throughout merely from a sense of 
public duty. 

The CuarrMaN then declared Mr. Rowsell and Mr. Allin re-elected audi- 
tors for the ensuing year. 

The proceedings terminated with a vote of thanks to the chairman and 
directors. 





ANALYSIS OF THE MeErropouirAN Waters IN FEBRUARY, 1866 
BY ProressOR FRANKLAND, F.R.S., of THE RoyaAL COLLEGE oF 
CHEMISTRY :— 
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Bea Ss he 8 2 & 
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‘Bas bse sc see (ese ESS] g 
Ras es? 3/8 ha pe £Ss) &. 
Names of Water Companies. Ses SF aes $23 deZu|o sez = 
| hese | . Ss 2d 
| Bag |S8229) SF gezaigtse| 4 
es He] aoe | a 
| 328 paend aes BF s2/2805) 3 
Thames Water Companies. | 
Chelsea. . . ype a .| 26,436 | 7,658,800} 31°14 2°59 | -0912 | 21°1 
West Middlesex . -_ | 35,486 7,657,423 | 30°40 | 2°00 | °0739 | 19°8 
ee -— Vauxhall. .| oa noe — 2°40 | -0643 es 
Grand Junction. . .. «| 31° 1°60 *0555 Z 
Lambeth Companies, ° heen 7,620,200 31°16 | 1°65 | -0592 | 21°1 
ther Companies. 
Kent . . . ..« « « «| 82,412 | 5,376,676] 37°92] 1°80 | -0104 | 27°4 
New River... . . | 111,864 |22,330, 29°50 | 1°68 | °0576 |} 22°09 
East London. . . . « «| 88,340 {17,592,000} 35-78 | 1°68 | -0636 | 23°) 
South Essex. . . . . «| 750{ 161,000! 40°60| 1°36 | -0086 | 26°5 





* The degree of hardness hitherto employed by chemists is that first proposed by 
Dr. T. Clark, viz., one gfain of carbonate of lime, or its equivalent, in one imperial 
gallon of water, or one part in 70,000. The degrees of hardness used in the above 
table are readily converted into Clark’s degrees by multiplying by seven, and then 
moving the dec point one place to the left. 

Note.—The quantities of water here given include the supply for manufactures 
and for various purposes other than domestic consumption. The table may be read 
thus :—The Chelsea Water Company supplied 26,436 houses, and an average daily 
quantity of 7,651,000 ons in the month of January ; 100,000 Ib. of Chelsea water 
in February contained 31°14 of solid matter, of which 2°591b. of organic and other 
volatile matters were driven off hy incineration. *0911 1b. of oxygen was required 
to destroy organic matter in the said quantity of Chelsea water. 21-1 lb. are car- 
bonate of lime or its equivalent. The fourth column of this table contains the 
amount of solid matter left on evaporation and desiccation at 120 deg. C.—130 deg. 
C. (248 deg. F.—266 deg. F.) The results are recorded in 100,000 parts. By moving 
the decimal point a to the right the above figures express in milligrammes 
the quantity contained in one killogramme of the several waters. 


In comparison with the month of January, the majority of the waters ex- 
hibit au increase in the total amount of solid impurity: the West Middle- 
sex, New River, and East London Companies waters form the only ex- 
ceptions to this rule. The amount of organic and other volatile matter is 
also greater in all the waters except those of the Grand Junction, Lambeth, 
East London, and South Essex Companies. Lastly, a larger quantity of 











oxygen is required for the oxidation of the organic matter than in the pre- 
ceding month ; the Chelsea,Grand Junction, South Essex, and Lambeth Com- 
nies waters only being excepted. The waters of the Chelsea, Southwark, 
ambeth, New River, and East London Companies were turbid when drawn 
from the companies mains. The Registrar-General has to acknowledge the 
courtesy of the London water companies, who have all furnished him with 
the average daily supply for the month of January. It appears that the 
average daily supply is at the rate of 226 gallons of water per house, in. 
cluding manufactories, or 26 gallons to each person. 


CoMPoOSITION AND QUALITY OF THE METROPOLITAN WATERS IN Fep- 
RUARY, 1866.—The following are the returns of the Metropolitan Associa. 
tion of Medical Officers of Health :— 





Tot. solid) 7 oss 5 Oxidizable Hardness. 


Names of Water Companies. | Matter Ignition® Organic 





r gal. Matter.+ | Before | After 

= ” Boiling. | Boiling, 

Thames Water Companies. | Grains. | Grains. | Grains. | Degrees.) Degrees, 
Grand Junction . . . . .| 20°99 0°94 0°56 13°9 4°1 
West Middlesex . . . . .| 20°56 1°09 0°60 13°6 3°8 
Southwark and Vauxhall , .| 22°81 1°34 0°72 13°9 4°5 
Chelsea. . . «6 of -aeee 1°28 0°64 13°9 4°0 
a oe eee e| 21°15 1°00 0°66 14°0 45 

Other Companies. 

he « « @ « & « «ane 1°45 0°10 18°0 8°5 
Owe. ww ce we ot OR 1°28 0°39 15'0 4°8 
East London .... . «. «| 22°20 1°00 0-49 15°5 50 




















* The loss by ignition represents a variety of volatile matters, as well as organic 
— as ammoniacal salts, moisture, and the volatile constituents of nitrates and 
nitrites. 

+ The oxidizable organic matter is determined by a standard solution of perman- 
ganate of potash—the available oxygen of which is to the organic matter as 1 is 
to 8; and the results are controlled by the examination of the colour of the water 
when seen through a glass tube two feet in length and two inches in diameter. 


Dr. WHITMORE’s REPORT ON THE QUALITY OF THE WATER SUPPLIED 
in St. MARYLEBONE, IN FEBRUARY, 1866:— 





Total Solid Matter in de- le Loss by Incineration of 

















ees or grains per Solid Matter in pre- Am- 
Fasnyary. Capel gallon. vious column. monia. 
Jan., 1866. | Fes., 1866. | Jan., 1866. | Fes., 1866. 
Distilled Water . . | 0° 0° 0° 0° 0° 
| 

West Middlesex water 18°72 19°24 ae 1°64 
Grand Junction water 18°76 19°48 ‘san 1°28 
Pump at Harewood 

Place, Oxford 8t. . eanie 66°08 eeee 2-88 0°952 
Pump at Market eee cove 85°44 eee 4°00 1°360 











* The loss by incineration of the solid matter represents the amount of organic 
and other volatile matters contained in 70,000 grains of water. 


In the early part of the present month, I found it necessary to close the pump 
at the corner of Princes Street, Oxford Street, in consequence of the water 
being highly impregnated with coal gas. The attention of the inspector of 
the Imperial Gas Company has been called to the subject, and he has pro- 
mised that it shall be investigated. The Thames companies waters show an 
increase in the solid matter, and also in organic and other volatile impuri- 
ties, as compared with the previous month. By returns furnished to the 
Registrar-General, it appears that the number of houses supplied with water 
by the West Middlesex Company amount to 35,486, and by the Grand June- 
tion Company to 25,308 ; it is from the former of these companies that the 
parish of St. Marylebone is chiefly supplied. 


Dr. Hixuter’s Report ON THE GAS SUPPLIED BY THE IMPERIAL 
CoMPANY To THE VESTRY OF St. PANCRAS DURING THE MONTH OF 
Fresrvarky, 1866 :— 

Maximum light estimated by sperm candles according to the Act. . 15°8 

Minimum light—sperm candles . . . . . . . + «© «© © « J2°6 

Average light—spermecandles . . ..... +6 «© « « « ‘17 

Traces of ammonia, indicated by turmeric test-paper . . Always. 

Traces of sulphuretted hydrogen, indicated by Tead test-paper Never. 
The illuminating power ranged from 126 to 15°8 candles. It was free from 
sulphuretted hydrogen, and contained in 100 cubic feet less than 20 grains 
of sulphur. It still contains an excess of ammonia, when tested as the Act 
prescribes. 


Dr. Wuirmore’s Report ON THE QUALITY OF THE GAS SUPPLIED IX 
Sr. MARYLEBONE, IN FeBRuARY, 1866:— 














Illuminating Power in | Mean Pressure in 
| Sperm Candles. { 10ths of an inch. 
Rises sccinrae ea 
FEBRUARY. |*Mean of! | | 
|24 Obser-| Highest.| Lowest. | Highest.) Lowest. 
| vations. | | 
Imperial Company’s gas... .| 14°77 | 17°48 | 13°00 | 19°63 | 7°76 
Chartered Co.’s common gas, .| 12°86 14°90 12°13 31°75 | ll" 
Chartered Co.’s cannel gas. . .| 23°07 27°26 21°33 32°11 12°28 














* Each observation consists of 10 readi of the photometer. 





5 


A considerable papeoenent in the illuminating power of all the gases has 
been maintained throughout the month; this is especially observable in the 
eannel gas of the Chartered Company, which shows an excess of 3 call- 
dles, or 15 per cent. beyond the parliamentary standard. The common gas 
of the same company has given an average light of nearly 13 candles, and 
has never once been below the standard. The gas of the Imperial Company, 
at all times very good as regards its illuminating power, has in this respect 
been unusually high, showing a light equal to nearly 15 candles, or an excess} 
of about 23 per cent. The pressure of all the gases has been satisfactory. 
As regards their purity, each of them contains occasionally too much al- 
monia, but in none has the amount of sulphur exceeded what is permitted by 
law. The above results are obtained from the Imperial Company's 38 at 
their Fulham works, and from the Chartered Company’s common and cannel 
gas at their works in the Horseferry Road, Westminster. 
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Share List of Metropolitan Gas Companies. 



















































































log Amount Diy. g Amount) Div. ¢ Amount) Div. 
No |&s Naxs paid per Price No. 5 Name paid per Price No. | 5 5 Nag paid per Price 
of \g@ or up Cent. per of |2a or up Cent. per of [2a or up Cent. pet. 
shares) ¢ Comranr. per Share. [Shares| £ . ComPanr. r | per | Share. {Shares} 2s ComPaxr. = Share. 
faved. 2 Share. Annum issued.| 4 & Share. Annum.| issued.| < 2 Share. |Annum 
| ] ; 
£ & sdf sd £sd s | |£ sdi\Ssd& ad £ £ sdf sd\8 32 
5000} 10 |Anglo-Romano, ./10 00/9 0 0) 11to13] 4000) 50 Equitable . . . .|50 0 0/10 © 0) 74 to76 | 12000) 5 |Malta & Medit.(L.)} 5 0 0| 2 10 0 
5000| 20 [Bahia (Limited). ./20 00) 3 00) 14 00] 4000) 25 | Do., new shares..25 0 0/10 0 0} 374 to 38] 30000} 5 Oriental, Calcutta} 5 0 0| 8 0 0} 5} to 54 
1000} 20 | Do., preference ./20 0 0/10 0 0; 27 10 0 | 23406) 10 |European (Lim.) . 10 00/10 0 0/123 to 123f 30000) 5 Do., new shares.| 0 100} 8 00 to§ 
750| 20 | Do., do.,redeem./10 0 0/10 © 0) 12 10 0 § 12000| 10 | Do.,newshares., 5 0 0\10 0 0} 6j to6j | 10000] 5 |Ottoman (Limited)| 5 0 0 3to4 
30000) 5 |Bombay(Limited)./ 5 0 0\£5 intr.) 54 to 5 | (Boulogne, Amiens,| | 10000; 10 |Para (Limited) . .|10 0 0)/£6intr.| 9} to9, 
10000) 5 | Do., thirdissue ./ 3 0 0/£5intr.| 34 to 3 | Rouen,  Caen,| 27000! 20 |Pheniz .... .|20 0010 00) 29to 
10000| 20 |British, Limited ./20 0 0/10 0 0/293 to294) | Havre,& Nantes.)) 3600)100 | Do, new... .|15 00) 7100/15 00 
es. ao. 20000) 10 |Great Central Gas, 144000) Sk.| Do. (capit.profits) 5 00) 80 00 
Tunstall & Sheite, | | Consumers. . ..10 0 0/10 0 013$t0133} 5000] 20 |Ratcliff ..... 20 00/10 0 0} 29to3l 
(Potteries), Trow- 5000} 10 |Hong Kong (Lim.)'10 0 0| }104 to 113 20 |Rio de Janeiro (L).|20 0 O10 0 0/203 to 214 
bridge &Holy well.) 26000| 50 \Jmperial, old sh.\50 0 0/10 0 0,70t0705{ 4138] 5 |Singapore (Lim.) .| 5 0 0! 
| 1300;100 | Do., bonds . . .| £100 {10 0 01197 to 198} 2000; 5 | Do., preference .| 5 0 6) 7 100 
12000] 50 |Chartered . . . ./50 00/10 00/658 to66} 7000! 25 [Imperial Austrian. 10 0 0) | | Shanghai... .. 
6000; 50} Do. ..... .|35 0 ol10 0 0} 43 to44 § 28000) 50 |Zmp/. Continental/43 15 0/16 0 0) 97 to 98 | 4000) 50 |Sth. Metropolitan |50 00/10 00) 74 to 77 
10000} 20 |C.of London,Ash.|20 0 0/20 0 0) 2842029 | (Amsterdam, Berlin,| 15000; 10 |Surrey Consumers|10 © 0|10 0 0/144 to 147 
10000} 10 | Do., Bshares\10 06) 4 00) 7to7$ Ghent, _ Hanover,| 10000; 10 | Do. new... .| 4 00/10 0 0! 6} to7 
8000] 10 | Do.,newshares./10 0 0/10 0 0| 15 to153 Lille, Rotterdam, | 9000) 50 |United General. .|50 0 0| 4 12 0/294 to 30 
35000] 25 |City of Momow(L) 7 10 0/£7 intr.| 43 to 54 Aix - la - Chapelle, | (Dublin& Limerick) 
Colonial & Genera poems, Oalegne’| 1000¢) 10 | Victoria Docks. . 
17490| 25 |Commercial . . .125 00/10 0 0| 36 to37 Frankfort-on - M.,| 3000| 10 | Wandsworth &§ 
5000} 20 |ContinentalG.&W.| 6 00 6 00 Haarlem, Stolberg,| Putney. . . . .|10 00) 7 10 0) 13) to14 
2500| 20 [Continental Union.j290 0 0) 8 0 0! 18 to1l9 Toulouse, & Vienna! 20000] 10 | Western (Limited) 
17500} 20] Do. ...... 10 00] 8 0.0/9}t0 94 | 3000] 40 |Independent . . -\40 0 0|10 0 0, 60 to6s Ashares,|10 9 0/10 0 0)154 to153 
5827; 5 |County &Gen.{L)/ 5 00 3000; 10} Do. .... - «10 005 00) 8to9 | 10000; 10| Do., Beshares.| 5 0 0}10 0 0} 8h to9 
2000) 5 | Do., preference.| 5 9 0/6 00 $000] 20} Do. ..... -/10 0 0! 7 10 0| 11 to13 | 10000! 10} Do., Cshares.| 3 0 0|10 0 0] 5} to6 
are Semen) 6886, 50 |Londuon ..... 50 0010 0 0/71 to714] 20000, 10| Do., Dshares.} 1 00 14 to2 
Northfleet, Wal. 5519| 25 | Do., Ist pref. .25 00) 6 0 0/29to29}} 8000, 5 | West Ham... .|5 00) 7100) 6 100 
ton, & Ware.) 568) 50 | Do., 2nd pref. “fo 0 0| 6 00 6000) 5 Do.,newshares.| 3 @ 0) 7 10 0) 3180 
5000) 10 |}Crystal Pal. Dist.|10 0 0/10 0 0/154 to 15% 219, 50 | Do., 3rd pref. .} 00!'6 00 551} 10 |WestLondon Junc- 
mee 181: Do. ....'.’. 1 00|/7 00) 1 7 6 fis7sie Do., 1st pref.sk} 3 0 0) tion (Lim.). .|10 00) 6 00 
10000} 10 | Do., preference ,|10 00) 6 0 0,12} to13 9118287) | Do., 2nd pref.sk) 5 00) 520! 10 | Do., preference .|10 00/6 00 
Advertisements. 











GEORGE GLOVER & COS | 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 
STANDARD GASHOLDERS, AND TESTING APPARATUS. 


has proved the superiority of their Improved Dry 
general use than any Meter hitherto manufac- 
spector of Gas-Meters for the City of Man- 
he tested 5707 new Dry Gas-Met‘ers, and only 
Co.’s Improved Dry Gas-Meters stand highest 


. extract :— 
CLASSES X. & XXXI. I 


“‘ George Glover and Co., per centage of error on the number tested, 2°116. 





Extensive experience, in this country and abroad, 
Gas-Meters, which have come more rapidly into 
tured.—The printed Report of the official In- 
chester, for the year ending 1863, shows that 
5 new Wet Meters; and that George Glover and 
in point of accuracy, as shown in the following 








Thomas Glover . = a 2°812. 
Croll, Rait, and Co. a a ws 5°540. 
Thomas Fletcher = oe ‘a 15°121. 
Joseph Boulton ~ - - 25°000.” 





Ranelagh Works, Ranelagh Road (ear Pimlico Pier), London, 8.W.; and 
15, Market Street, Manchester. 


GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED. 


(LATE CROLL, RAIT, & CO.,,) 


Beg to intimate that the printed report of the official inspector of Gas-Meters for the City of Manchester for the year ending 
1864 shows the following comparison :— 





NEW METERS TESTED. 
Of the Gas-Meter Company, Limited. . Dry . . 1116 
Wet* . . 1292 
Total. . . «. « . «. «. ——— 2408 
Of George GloverandCo. . . . . Dry ... . 383 


* The Unvarying Water-Line Gas-Meter, in regard to which the following extract from said report refers :—‘“ The visiting justices will 
Perceive, from a comparison of the tables now appended with those of last year (viz., 1863), that there has been a large increase in the number 
Of new wet meters tested, owing to the Gas Committee having substituted the wet for the dry in the case of hired meters.” 


Extract from printed report of the said official inspector for the year ending 1862, shows the following comparison :— 


Croll, Rait, and Co., per centage of error on the number tested. . 8'671 
George Glover and Co. ™ ” ” - « 22°727 
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OTICE.—Should this Meet the Eye 
of Mr. JOSEPH M’CARTHY, Gasfitter, late) 

of KILLARNEY, he is requested to write to Myr. 

Henags, Cove Street, Cork, where he will hear of 

SOMETHING TO HIS ADVANTAGE. 

Cork, March 12, 1866. 


ANTED, by the Tottenham and 
Ed ton Gas C bl 


mon mpany, a resp man 
to act as GENERAL INSPECTOR, capable of takin 
indices of meters, superintending laying of mains an 
services, and inspection of fittings. He will be re- 
uired to give his whole to the service of the 
) an 


y- 
A Dplications to be made tothe MaNnacer, at Works, 
Willoughby Lane, TorrenHam. 











WEXFORD GAS CONSUMERS COMPANY, 
LIMITED. 


ANTED, Plans and Specifications 

for the erection of Gas-Works, by the above 
Company. 

Communications from engineers wishing to supply 

same, stating their terms, to be addressed to J, LYNE, 
Secretary. 


WANteD, a Man of experience to 
take the entire Management of a country 
Gas-Work, as SECRETARY and MANAGER, He 
must be perfectly acquainted with the making and 
distributing of gas, and be competent to keep the 
books. He will have a young man as elerk under him. 
Address, Gas, Post-Office, Low Moor, Bradford, 
YORKSHIRE, 


wan TED, by the Advertiser, an 
appointment as MANAGER of a provincial 
Gas-Work, or to ERECT Gas-Works at home or 
abroad. The advertiser has a thorough practical 
knowledge of everything connected with the erection 
and management of gas-works. 

ess, S. W., care of Mr, King, 11, Bolt Court, 
FLeet STREET, E.C, 











INTERIOR FITTER, 


was TED, an active and steady 
WORKMAN, He must be able to give good 
reference. Preference will be given to one who under- 
stands service-laying, &c, 
Apply, stating wages required, to STEARS BROTHERS 
and Co., Gas Engineers and Contractors, HuLL. 





WORKING FOREMAN. 


W , @n experienced Man 

who understands the erection of gas-works, 
main and service laying. A good hand, who can give 
satisfactory referénce, can have permanent employment. 
Apply (stating wages required, age, and name of last 
employer) to STEARS BrorHeRs and Co., Gas Engi- 
neers and Contractors, HULL. 


ANTED to purchase, 2 or 4 
second-hand Cast-Iron PURIFIERS, about 
12 ft. square, with centre valve, not change-boxes, 
12-in. connexions. Must be in good conditicn, 
Address, with full particulars and lowest price, to 
A. C., Post-Office, WATLING Street, E.C. 


ANTED, by the Ashton-in- 
Mackerfield Gas Company, Limited, the fol- 
lowing ARTICLES, Second Hand:—A set of 4, 5, or 
6in. condensers; a station-meter, with 4 or 5 in. con- 
nexions, valves, &c.; aset of 2,3, or 4 purifiers, with 
connexions, valves, &c., 4,5, or 6 in.; a gasholder to 
contain about 18,000 cubic feet, from 37 to 40 ft. dia- 
meter, Also a quantity of 4-in. main-pipes. 
Apply to DAN. WeBsTER, Gas-Works, SoUTHPORT. 


wan TED, in a Country Gas-Work, 
where there are about 250 private consumers 
and upwards of 50 public lamps, a STOKER and GE- 
NERAL MANAGER who understands retort-setting, 
main and service laying, and repairing meters, and has 
a general knowledge of fittings. He will have to 
do the entire work, except collecting and keeping 
accounts. 

Salary £1 per week, with house, coals, and gas free. 

Apply to ANTHONY OwsT ATKINsON, Quay Cham- 
bers, HuLL. 














GAS COMPANIES ACCOUNTS, 


[THE Advertisers, having had con- 


siderable experience in Gas Companies Accounts, 

are thereby enabled to Contract on moderate terms for 

Keeping the Books and Preparing the Annual State- 
ments in conformity with the Companies Act. 

Address, SANDELL AND MADDERS, Accountants and 

Auditors, 4, Skinner’s Place, Sise Lane, Lonpon, E.C, 





TO GAS COMPANIES. 
HE Advertiser, an energetic young 


man, 30 years of age, is desirous of obtaining 
the MANAGEMENT of a Gas-Work in a rising town, 
or the SUB-MANAGEMENT of a large Work. Tho- 
roughly understands his business. Excellent testi- 
monials. 
Address, A, Z., 9, Northampton Park, Lonpon, N, 





TO ENGINEERS AND CONTRACTORS. 


HE Directors of the Dundee New 

Gaslight Company are prepared to receive TEN- 
DERS for a Telescopic GASHOLDER, 100 ft. diameter 
oh ft. in height, with columns, girders, &c., com- 
plete, all according to plans and specifications, which 
can be seen on application to the Subscr iber, to whom 
sealed tenders are to be delivered on or before Tuesday, 
the 27th current. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. Joun Z., Kay, Engineer, 

New Gas-Works, Dundee, March 8, 1866, 








PHENIx GASLIGHT and COKE 
COMPANY. 

NOTICE is hereby given, that the ADJOURNED 
HALF-YEARLY GENERAL MEETING of PRO- 
PRIETORS, holding previous to Christmas last £300 
paid-up capital oun upwards in the said Company, 
will be held, pursuant to the Act of amy on 
WEDNESDAY, the 28th instant, at Twelve for One 
o’clock, at the Bridge House Hotel, in the Borough of 
Southwark, for the purpoee of declaring a Dividend to 
Christmas last; to elect Directors and Auditors for 
the ensuing year, and on other business. . 

And Notice is hereby further given, that the said 
Meeting will be made Special for the purpose of 
making a call of 10 per cent. upon the new stock, one 
moiety thereof to be payable on the !st of August next, 
and the other moiety to be payable on the Ist of No- 
vember next. 

By order of the Court of Directors, 
CHARLES PRIDDEN, Secretary. 
70, Bankside, London, 8.E. 
March 8, 1866. 

All the Directors retire, but seven are to be re- 
elected ; the remaining three, likewise the two Auditors, 
offer themselves for re-election. The qualification is 
£2000 capital stock held for more than three months, 
and notice fourteen days prior to the meeting. 

The half year’s Dividend, at the same rates as the 
last, will be payable immediately after the business of 
the Meeting has terminated. 


SURREY CONSUMERS GAS 


COMPANY. 

NOTICE is hereby given, that the HALF-YEARLY 
ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING of the SHARE- 
HOLDERS of this Company will be held at the Lon- 
don Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, on THURSDAY, the 
12th day of April next, at Three o’clock in the 
afternoon precisely, to receive the Directors Report 
for the half year ending the 3lst of December last, to 
declare a Dividend, and to elect two Directors in the 
room of Mr. Thomas Pocock and Mr. James Laughton, 
who offer themselves for re-election, and of one Au- 
ditor in the room of Mr. William Bagshaw, who also 
offers himself for re-election. 

The Books for the ‘Transfer of Shares will be closed 
on Saturday, the 31st of March until the day of Meeting. 


W. P. Boppy, Secretary, 
Rotherhithe, Feb. 24, 1866. 


OUTH METROPOLITAN’ GAS- 
LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 

NOTICE is hereby given that an ORDINARY 
MEETING of the PROPRIETORS of this Company 
will be held at the London Tavern, in the City of 
London, on TUESDAY, the 10th day of April next, 
at Two o’clock precisely, to receive the Directors Re- 
port, and the Accounts of the Company for the half 
year ended Dec. 31 last; to declare a Dividend; to 
consider and determine as to the augmentation of the 
Capital authorized to be raised under the Act of Incor- 
poration of 1842; to elect a Director in place of Benjamin 
Edgington, Esq.,and an Auditor in place of Mr. F. 
Simpson, who retire from office, at this Meeting, but 
being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. 

Any Proprietor, holding forty shares, intending to 
become a candidate for either of these offices, must 
ive notice in writing at the Office of the Company, at 
east fourteen days previously to the day of election. 

By order, 
THOMAS LIVESEY, Secretary. 
Old Kent Road, March 19, 1866. 


(2B YsTAL PALACE DISTRICT GAS 
COMPANY. 


“NOTICE is hereby given that the ORDINARY 
HALF-YEARLY GENERAL MEETING of the 
SHAREHOLDERS of this Company will be held at 
the Albion, Aldersgate Street, London, on THURS- 
DAY, the 29th inst., to receive the Report of the 
Directors, the Balance-Sheet confirmed by the Auditors, 
to declare a Dividend, and for general business. 

The Chair will be taken at Three o’clock precisely. 

By order of the Board, 
MAGNUS OHREN, Secretary. 

Offices, Lower Sydenham, S.E,, March 9, 1866. 


OMMERCIAL GAS COMPANY.— 
Notice is hereby given that the next ORDINARY 
MEETING of the Company, will be held at the 
London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, in the City of 
London, on FRIDAY, the 6th day of April next, at 
Twelve o’clock at Noon, to receive the report of the 
Directors, and to declare a Dividend to the 3lst day of 
December last. 

The following Directors—viz., Richard Bradshaw, 
Thos. Brushfield, and John Solomons, Esquires, will 
go out of office by rotation, who being eligible for re- 
election, offer themselves accordingly; and the Board 
of Directors i ly r 1 those gentlemen 
to the Proprietors for re-election. Henry Webb, Esq., 
Auditor, will go out of office by rotation, who being 
eligible, has given notice of his intention to offer him- 
self for re-election. 

The Books of the Company will be closed for the 
Transfer of Shares, from the 22nd day of March to the 
6th “ of April now next ensuing, 

By the Company’s Act of Incorporation, Shareholders 
ean inspect the Books of the Company during one 
fortnight before and one month after the Meeting. 

By Order of the Board, 
. GRoRGE Jaqugs, Secretary. 
Stepney, March 12, 1866. 


Fo SALE, a Set of 4 Purifiers, 


consisting of 4 boxes, 5 ft. square (inside) and 
2 ft. 8in. deep; 5-in. connexions; there is a set of 
wrought-iron grates to each box, and wrought-iron 
covers. Also a Centre Valve. They are in good cone 
dition, and may be removed at little cost. 

Also 1 Purifier, 6 ft. 2 in, square and 2 ft. 9 in. deep; 
7-in. connexion: , wrought-iron cover. This purifier 
is nearly new; and further particulars may be known 
on application to JoHN Moir, Manager, Gas-Works, 
SHOTLEY BRIDGE. 























CONTRACT FOR GAS COALS, 
THE. GOSPORT GAS AND COKE COMPANY, 


HE Directors of the above 
are prepared to receive TENDERS for the supply 

of 3000 tons of unscreened good GAS COALS, to be 
delivered into barges in Haslar Creek, Portsmouth 
Harbour, in such quantities as’ may be demanded, in 
the months of May, June, July, August, September, 
October, November, December, January, and February, 
in cargoes of about 300 tons; rate of delivery not less 
than 2 keels per working day. 

The coals to be dry and of good quality, and free 
from dirt, slag, or other admixture. 

The tenders to state the names of the coals. offered 
to be supplied, with the respective prices of each. 

Terms of payment, by two months bill payable in 
London. 

Tenders to be delivered to the Secretary on or before 
the 3rd of April next, endorsed “‘ Tender for Coals.” 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 

Henry Compicné, 
Secretary and Treasurer, 

March 12, 1866. Newtown, near Gosport, 

TO IRONFOUNDERS, GASHOLDER-MAKERs, 
AND OTHERS 


HE Directors of the St. Alban’s Gas 
and Water Company are desirous of receiving 
TENDERS for a GASHOLDER, 48 ft. in diameter by 
18 ft. deep, with a cast-iron tank to receive the same, 
49 ft. in diameter, fitted with guides, rollers, inlet- 
pipe 6 in. diameter, and outlet-pipe of 10 in. diameter; 
and for erecting and completing the same. 

Plans and specifications can be seen at the Company's 
Office, Verulam Road, St. Alban’s, Herts: and sealed 
tenders to be delivered before the 21st day of March inst. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. RICHARD GIBBS, Manager, 

St. Alban’s, March 7, 1866. 


TO COAL MERCHANTS AND AGENTS. | 


HE Directors of the Hampton Court’ 
United Gas Company are prepared to receive 
TENDERS for the supply of 300 tons of GAS COALS, 
between the first day of April and the last day of No- 
vember ensuing, guaranteeing the delivery of not less) 
than 100 tons per month. | 
Tenders to state the name of the coals, their price,) 
and whether or not including delivery at the Company's 
Works, Hampton Wick, on Thames. 
Invoices and meter certificates to be delivered with 
the coals, 
Payments for each freight guaranteed within foure| 
teen days from the date of delivery. 
Tenders to be forwarded on or before the 25th of| 
March inst. 
The Directors reserve to themselves the power to 
reject any tender. By order, 
Wma. HAMMOND, Secretary. | 
Hampton, S.W., March 13, 1866. 


LIMERICK CORPORATION GAS-WORKS, | 


[HE Gas Committee of this Corpora- 
tion are prepared to receive TENDERS for the 
supply of 3500 tons of. GAS COAL, to be delivered, 
into their Works, in quantities of not less than 500) 
tons monthly, from the lst of May to the 15th of No- 
vember, 1866. | 
Tenders to include freight, and to be lodged with) 
the Manager, at the Works, on or before twelve o’clock,| 
noon, on Monday, the 26th of March inst. 
By order, JOHN MACNIE, | 
Engineer and Manager. | 
It will be optional with the party declared contractor) 
to deliver the coals in larger quantities and in a shorter 
period than specified, but the committee will only be 
required to pay for 500 tons monthly. 
March 13, 1866. | 


THE Directors of the Rochester, 
Chatham, and Strood Gaslight Company are) 
prepared to receive TENDERS for the supply of about 
600 feet run of CLAY RETORTS (rounds and ovals), 
and a quantity of FIRE-BRICKS. 
Particulars and forms of tender may be had on ap- 
plication at the Office, 56, High Street, RocHESTER. 
By order of the Board, W. Syms, Secretary. 
Marth 16, 1866. 


O BE SOLD, a Set of 4 Cast-Iron 

DRY-LIME PURIFIERS, each. 7 ft. 3 in. by) 

6 ft. 3 in., and 3 ft. 9 in. deep, with complete hydraulic) 

centre valve, and revolving lifting-crane for the covers.! 

Three tiers of cast perforated shelves in each, and| 
8-in. connexions, 

The above purifiers are in good condition, and sold 
in consequence of larger having been substituted. _ 

The Company have also for sale at a low price, 10 
very good condition, a 3-horse TABLE STEAM- 
ENGINE. 

The whole may be inspected and particulars known 
on application to Mr. GirForD, Gas Company’s Office, 
CAMBRIDGE. 

Feb. 19, 1866. 























GAS APPARATUS. 


O* SALE, 6 Lengths of Hydraulic 
Main Pipe, 12-in. bore, and 15 H Dip-Pipes, 
4-in. bore; 2 Purifiers and Covers, each 4 ft. 4in. 
square; 1 lz-in. Condenser, with 10 branches for 
6-in. pipes; 1 Station-Meter, to pass about 5000 feet 
per hour; and 1 Governor, with 8-in. inlet and outlet. 

Apply to the ManaGgr, Gas-Works, Stretford, near 
MANCHESTER. ‘ 


eee! ae 
RASER’S PATENT RIBBED CAST- 
IRON RETORTS are being introduced at the 
Gas-Works, Derby, Shrewsbury, Portsea, Nottingham, 
Syston, Whitwick, Barrow-in-Furness, Seaham, Ris- 
borough, Leighton, Loughborough, Corwen, Castle 
Donnington, Kegworth, Royston, Woking, Swadlincote, 
Rugby, Carlow in Ireland, Stornoway, N.B.; also at 
Gibraltar and Montreal, &e. 
Apply to Mr. A. €. FRASER, Gas- Works, 
COLCHESTER. 
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W. and H. SIMMONDS, 
RETORT-SETTERS, 

72, SouTH STREET, NEw NortH Road, Is_inaton, N. 
W. and H. Simmonds having had long experience in 
retort-setting and the erection of tar-furnaces, beg to 
inform Directors and Managers of gas-works that they 
undertake to set or Retorts, and find labour and 
materials orlabour only, on the most reasonable terms. 


XEDE OF IRON, 
We are’prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF. IRON (BOG OCHRB, 
Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most 
extensive Gas*Companies, and which has given entire 


satisfaction. 
SONS, 





RITCHIE & 
BELFAST. 








HE LENOIR GAS-ENGINE. 


A number of these useful and economical en- 

ines to be seen in actual work in town and country. 

Being free from all danger, they can be used where 
steam power is totally inadmissible. 

Exhibition and every information sup) 1 at 40, 





UCHINHEATH, Lesmahago, 
COAL,, known in the market for the last fifty 
years as a first-class gas coal, 


JAMES FERGUSON and 60., 
Sole Lessees of the Auchinheath Coal-Field, are pre- 
pared to ship thé above at G ow, Greenock, and 
Ardrossan, on the west coast of Scotland; and at 
Granton . — “ Firth of Forth,on the east 
coast. Also to forward them to any railway-station in 
Scotland or England. 
Price and other particulars may be learned by 
addressing 
JAMES FERGUSON and COi, 
Gas Coat Works, 
»>LESMAHAGO, 





ne Street, LEICEsTER Square, W.C. 


ALFRED PENNY, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
WeENLock Iron Works, 

21 & 22, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 

Mr. Pewny having had a large experience in the 
construction, alteration, and management of Gas- 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. He also manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 

Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 








Steam Winches, &c. 


cut pipes, even 
securely fixing them. 


soundly united, and taken apart with facility. 


DR. NORMANDY’S 
PATENT PIPE-JOINTS. 


= 


é = nell 
SSNS PRN AS 


A, NORMANDY and CO0., Engineers and Ironfounders, 


HOLLY BUSH PLACE, BETHNAL GREEN ROAD, LONDON, N.E. 
Also Sole Manufacturers of the Patent Marine Aérated Fresh-Water Apparatus, Steam Pumps 


These Joints have been in use nearly three years on gas-mains, and are still perfectly sound. They 
have also been proved quite sound under a pressure of 680 feet head of water. 

The advantages which these Joints offer are economy, perfect soundness and durability, ease 
and rapidity of application, use of perfectly plain pipes, so that a tight Joint may be made with 
ough the ends do not come close together. 


Any ordinary labourer is capable of 


These Joints are particularly applicable to gas, water, and suction pipes, and remain permanently 
sound ; they are cheaper than the socket-joint, as they save the lead, the gasket, the iron forming the 
socket (which in a 3-inch main amounts to 10 lbs.), and the fire for melting the lead. There is also 
considerable saving of time, more than four Joints being made in the time eae for making only one 
of the others, and by unscrewing the bolts, a pipe can be removed and replace 

By means of these Joints, which are made of all sizes, pipes made of either wrought or cast iron, 
copper, lead, tin, earthenware, glass, bitumen, gutta-percha, suction-hose, &c., may be rapidly and 


with the greatest facility. 





GENERAL GASFITTING and 
GAS-WORKS COMPANY (established 1858) 
supply or erect eliers, Retorts, and 
Gas-Works, of any size, for home or export, for towns, 
mansions, &c. 
J. Copcutt, Engineer, Park Street, Hackney, and 
AYLESBURY. 
Prospectuses and testimonials free. 


ATHELS’S Patent Four-Way Disc 
GAS-VALVES, applied to Purifiers, Gasholders, 
or other apparatus, save fromy ONE-HALF to TWo- 
THIRDS the number of ordinary Valves'and Connexions. 
They are simple, strong; and durable; and having no 
en faces orrubbing surfaces, camnot get set fast 
owever long theymay remain unmoved. The direc- 
tion in which the Gas is passing caw also be seen ata 
ce 


P Descriptive Circular,. Prices, &c., furnished on appli- 
cation to Mr. E, 8, CatHeis, Gas*Works, SHREWs- 
BURY, or to the Manufacturers, Messrs. GursT and 
CueimeEs, ROTHERHAM. 


- ’ 

SAST-IRONW Retorts, Socket Pipes 

# with Syphons and all requisite Connexions, Lamp 

Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, Valves,Street Lamps, 

Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pans, Charging ana 

Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross 
Bars, Fire Pots, Pumps, Iron Borings. 

PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, and SCRUBBERS 
erected complete, or the materialssupplied; with every 
description of goods in use by Gas- Works, in stock,on 
wholesale prices, at 

Mr. LYNCH WHITS's, 
Old Barge Iron Wharf, Upper Ground Street, 
LONDON. 


ESPLIN’S 
PATENT GAS-REGULATOR. 











AY 
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THOMAS LAMBERT AND SON, 


Gas Engineers and Founders, 
SHORT STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON. 


The object of this Gas-Regulator is to enable any 
- consumer to reduce the pressure of the as-de- 
ivered to him from the works, to the most economical 
burning-point. 

lts advantages over any other regulator are as 
follows :—~ 

It is more simple inits construction. More sensitive 
in its operation. Less liable to get out of repair. It 
requires no more attention than a gas-meter. And is 
the cheapest regulator yet made. 


OBERT MACLAREN and CO, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 

gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 








AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 





more durable. 











WALKERS’ 
WOOD SIEVES OR GRIDS FOR PURIFIERS. 


These celebrated Sieves, used for either Lime or Oxide, are not only very much cheaper than Iron, but very much 
They are made bevel in section with outside frames of hard undamageable 
wood, giving the utmost freedom to the passage of the Gas, and consequently the least possible 
pressure in the Purifiers. They are exceedingly firm and strong, being compressed under heavy 
pressure, and are by far the most economical Grid made. 


MIDLAND WORKS, DONNINGTON, near NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE. | 


























200 THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. [March 20, 1866. 


jj GasHOLDER C. & W. WALKER, § = maxens, 


aw? /, 7 we’ Sal Sh ia 
EK DK CFR FRR IR SLE AARRSRARRARE ER ES t 








Z - 


ill 


a 


ie. 
dit 


sigs 
=e 


= SS 





















a os 


MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, DONNINGTON, N 
PATENT ANTIMONY PAINT. 


MADE ONLY BY 


GEORGE HALLETT & C0, 


/ 206, ROTHERHITHE, LONDON, S.E. 


F- z : ; a . 














EWPORT, SHROPSHIRE, 





| 





This Paint having been in general use over four years (especially in some of the principal Gas- Works), and proved itself the best light-coloured Paint 
produced for resisting the influence of vitiated atmospheres, it is important that its qualities should be more widely known. 

It is not discoloured like white lead in a sulphuretted atmosphere, nor washed off like white zinc; and its light colour reflecting heat, produces much 
less expansion of gas in holders painted with it than with dark colours, besides rendering them much more sightly. Its specific gravity is so much below | 
white lead that the same weight will cover one-third more surface, while it is equal in body; and its price being about the same (28s. per cwt.), it is actually | 
one-third cheaper. From experience, its manufacture is greatly improved, and it is quite suitable for all purposes in which white lead is employed. 

Reference is kindly permitted by the Engineers of the City of London, Commercial, London, and Surrey Consumers Gas Companies, who pronounce it 
the best Paint known for their purposes. 


N.B.—Antimony Paint, COVERING SO MUCH MORE WORK, costs under 20s. per cwt., as compared 
with White Lead at 28s. per cwt. 












: ; ae 1795. 
JOSEPH CLIFF & SON, | 


THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES. 
Lonpon AGENT: 


MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross 


Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
Drain- Pipes, 
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GAS & GENERAL ENGINEERING OFFICES, 
53 FREDERICK STREET, EDINBURGH. 


R. JOHN ROMANS, Civil and 


Practical Engineer, may be consulted at the 
above address on all matters pertaining to Gas-Works, 
Water-Works, and other Engineering questions. 

Plans and Specifications Furnished, Works Erected 
and Repaired, or taken on Lease for a term of years. 

Mr. Romans is also agent in Edinburgh for supplying 
High-Classed Scottish Cannel !Coal andFire-Clay Goods, 


REAT F R E 
in Tredegar, Monmouthsbire. 
Another Proof of the Security of 
C. H. GRIFFITH’S FIRE & THIEF PROOF SAFES, 
(COPY OF LETTER.] 
“ Mr. Griffiths, Tredegar, April 7, 1865. 

“*Sir,—I have much pleasure in stating that the 
* Fire-Proof Safe’ you made me about three years since, 
has been the means of preserving the whole of my 
books, valuable documents, &ec., from the disastrous 
fire which consumed my premises on the 24th of last 
month. Although exposed for hours to the most in- 
tense heat, the Safe opened without much difficulty. 

“ Have the goodness to forward me another as soon 
as possible, and oblige 

“* Yours very respectfully, 
“To Mr. C. H. Griffiths, * E. HORLICK. 
“ Fire-Proof Safe Manufacturer, 
* 23, Cannon Street West. 

“P.S.—You have my sanction to use this in any way 
you think proper, not only tor your benefit, but that of 
the public.” 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862. CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
geod quality of Fire-Bricks. 








THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 
E. BAKER & CO., 








FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES 
of all dimensions. 

GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 

GARDEN EDGINGS of various patterns. 

ORNAMENTAL BUILDING BRICKS, 

GRATE BACKS in various designs. 

Contracts ewiered into to set Retorts, erect Fur- 
naees, &c. 

fhipwents on the shortest notice. 


24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, Wo J SUGG and CO., late ALBERT 





ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, | 


Trade Mark. THE MEDAL FOR 1862. 
=) Taz ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awarpsEp 
ror TUBES anv FITTINGS. 
CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE, 
Warenovuse—8l1, UPPER GROUND ST., LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 


CHARLES PANTING, 
CONSULTING PRACTICAL ENGINEER, 
8, NEW BROAD STREET, LONDON, E.C, 


Mr. Panting having had many years experience in 
designing and manufacturing gas apparatus, is pre- 
pared to advise with Companies and others on the 





| 
| 


laying out of new, and on the extension or improve- | 


ment of existing gas-works, 
Plans, specifications, and estimates furnished. 





IRON MERCHANT, 
$1, BANKSIDE, LONDON, 5.E. 


Socket, Franek, Hot-WaTeR Pipes, AND ALL 
Connexions; Retorts, HYDRAULIC MAIN, Lamp- 


Cotumns, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CAST | 
INGS AND WrouGut-InoN-WorkK For Gas AND | 


WatTen-Works, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 

N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices. Estimates given, and orders by post 
punctually attended to the same day. 


IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 

Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas-Works and Water-Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nexions of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 





| GAS ENGINEERS, GAS-METER, GAS APPARATUS, AND 


Office in London, Mr. E. M. Perkins, 78, Lombard | 


Street. 





BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 


@ KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the import 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay 
Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to 
draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, 
and other Cities, to the very superior quality of the 
RETORTS manufactured by them. They can be 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The 
price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 

Communications, addresssed to J. Suc@ and Co., 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 





THOMAS CARR & SON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


&e. &e. 
SCOTSWO0D FIRE- BRICK WORKS, 
BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, | 


ESTABLISHED 1827. 


OHN BEVERLEY and SON, 
MARK LANE, LEEDS. 
Manufacturers of Patent Metallic Wet Gas-Meters, 
Station- Meters, Experiment - Meters, 
Pressure-Gauges, Syphon-Pumps, &c. 


AND 
| WENLOCK IRON WHAKF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 


| in general use in Gas and Water-Works, including 


Governors, | 


Inventors and sole manufacturers of Beverley’s | 


double-cased Gas Cooking Apparatus, unequalled in 
y, comfort, and cleanliness. 





DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON Quay, 


NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks,and every 
description of Fire-Clay Goods. 





ARRIS and PEARSON, 
PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
PIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C, 
AMBLECOTB Firw CLaYy AND Brick Works, 
STOURBRIDGE, 
Late in the occupation of 1. and W. King. 
Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 
NB A quantity of best Clay Retorts in stock, viz.— 
Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches, 
D’s, 1612, 15x14, 20% 16, 16x 18. 


ANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
GAS-TUBING. 
All sizes, from } in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards. | 





Also, 

INDIA-RUBRBER BAGS for Gas-Mains. 

WASHERS for Gas and STRAM JOINTS. 

VALVES (pure solid Rubber) tor SrgaM-ENGINES. 

PACKING (Koll or Sheet) for STEAM-ENGINES., 

STRAPS (Rubber and Canvas) for Driving Ma- 
CHINERY. 

HOSE-PIPES to convey Hot or CoLtp Water. 

COKE-HOSE, made specially for rough usage. 

GAUGE GLASS RINGS and WASHERS. 

SUCTION and DELIVERY HOSE-PIPES for 
Pumps, Fink-ENGINES, BREWERIES, and FACTORY 
purposes, 

BRASS JETS, STOP-COCKS, SPREADERS, and 
UNIon ConnecTING-JoINTS fitted to ditto. 

Illustrated Price-Lists on application. 








JAMES LYNE HANCOCK, 
Vulcanized India-Rubber Works, 
GOSWELL MEWS, anp 266, GOSWELL ROAD 
LONDON, EC. 

















Meters of any maker altered and put into lete 


FPIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 


W. J. HOLLANDS, 


FREDERICK RICHARDS 
5 
CONSULTING AND GENERAL ENGINEER, 
WILMSLOW, CHESHIRE. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimates made for New 
or the Alteration of existing Gas-W orks. 
Gas-Werks leased, or Estimates given for the Ma- 
nufacture of Gas per Contract for a term of years. 
Manchester Office: 8, Cateaton Street. 





GAS COAL. 


ESSRS, RICHARD EVANS & CO., 
Haydock Collieries, near St. Helen’s, are pre- 
pared to SUPPLY their best GAS COAL to Gas Com- 
panies on favourable terms. ‘ 
This Coal is extensively used by some of the largest 
Gas Companies in the Kingdom. 
It produces 9,400 cubic feet of 17-candle power, and 
yields 13 cwt. of coke per ton. 


AMES NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 





Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 8.E., 


Derér for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 
FARE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 
J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 


GAS ENGINEERS, 

MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 

GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 


AND 
JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 


JAMES MILNE & SON, 











GASFITTINGS MANUFACTURERS, 
EDINBURGH, 


& 2, KING EDWARD STREET, NEWGATE 
STREET, LONDON. 


Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas 
Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every de- 
scription of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 





CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies anda the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 


Iron Retorts, Socke and Flange Pipes, Pends, 
| ae and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 

Co, &e. 

N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Celumns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 

CHARLES Hors.ey, Agent. 








repair, to meet the requirements of the Sale of Gas Act 


is invaluable in the Bessemer process and other 
manufactures where great heat is required, may be 
obtained ready for use for gas and chemical works, 
from C. E. WaLpuck, 11, OLp Jewry CHAMBERS, E.C. 








D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 
Gas-Meter Manufacturer, 
FOUNTAINBRIDGE, 


Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 
FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 

PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOFS, 


WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDERS, 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 

J. STRACHAN, 

CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, 
68, KING’S ROAD, READING, 


Having had many years experience in the adjustment 
and regulation of the supply of gas to public lamps, 


; begs to offer his services to Gas Companies, Corpora- 


tions, or Boards of Health, on reasonab!e terms. 
Contracts taken for laying mains, general repairs, 
and extension of gas-works. 


ANISTER. This Material, which | 


| Gas-Works, Derby, Shrewsbury, Portsea, Nottingham, 


RASER’S PATENT RIBBED CAST- 


IRON RETORTS are being introduced at the 


Syston, Whitwick, Barrow-in-lurness, Seaham, Ris- 
borough, Leighton, Loughborough, Corwen, Castle 
Donnington, hegworth, Royston, Woking, Swadlincote, 
Rugby, Carlow in Ireland, Stornoway, N.B.; also at 
Gibraltar and Montreal, &c. 
Apply to Mr. A. C. 
LOUGHBOROUGH. 


ECONOMY IN GAS MAKING, 


GREATER BRILLIANCY OF LIGHT, 
LESS SMOKE, 


AND 


NO NAPHTHALINE, 
by using 


WARNER'S PATENT ANHYDROUS 
OXIDE OF IRON, 
Which, in addition to purifying Gas from all the Sul- 
phuretted Hydrogen and Carbonic Acid, decomposes 

at the same time the whole of the 
AMMONIA, 
and a portion of the Bi-sulphide of Carbon. 

This is the only material yet discovered which will 
decompose all the “ A ia” tained in crude or 
unwashed Gas. 

The Hydrogen liberated through the decomposition 
of the Ammonia unites with the excess of carbon, and 
gives an increased yield of Gas of from 10 to 15 per 
cent., of greater brilliancy of light and with less 
smoke. 

The Oxide can be renovated by simple exposure to 
the air. 

Lonxpon OFFices, 17, LaurENcE PouNTNEY LANR. 


ARNER’S SILICATE OF IRON 
PAINT. 

This Paint, which is suitable for every description 
of work, is not affected by Sea Water, or by the 
Strongest Acids, and, being incorrodible, is much 
superior to the Oxides of Iron at present in use, they 
being, in fact, rusts themselves. 

Meee OFFicgs, 17, LauRENCE PouNTNEY LANk, 


Fraser, Gas-Works, 
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NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 


THE BUSINESS OF 


WILLIAM SUGG. 


GAS ENGINEER, 


is removed to his New Factory, 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, 


REGENT STREET, WESTMINSTER. 


KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


AKAD on MOUTH PIECE 

















KING BROTHERS beg es to caf the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, whicr are made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE. 
mm § a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE 


FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has pa 
FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT 7 FORM. By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, 


rendering them less liable to carbo 
Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, ‘Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are all Manufactured of the same quality of Clay. 


Every Retort and Brick is branded “‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.’ 


NATURAL OXIDE OF IRON. 


Messrs. W. DAWBER & SON, 


QUEEN’S DOCK, HUtit, 


Who with several Gas Companies successfully opposed the prolongation of Mr. F. C. Hills’s Patent for the Purification of 
Gas by Artificial Oxide of Iron, respectfully inform Directors of Gas Companies, Gas Engineers, and all interested in using the 
cheapest and most effectual material for the Purification of Gas, that they are now prepared to supply the NATURAL OXIDE 
OF IRON at a price per ton delivered, or to take Contracts by the ton of coal carbonized, receiving back the spent material. 
References to several London and provincial Gas Engineers of the highest eminence can be given on application to 
W. DAWBER & SON, to whom all orders should be addressed. 


Queen’s Dock, Hull, March 28, 1864. 














TO CORPORATIONS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS. 


HENRY ALDER, 
GRANGE METER-WORKEKS, EDINBURGH, 
Begs to intimate that he has introduced the manufacture of DRY GAS-METERS in 


CAST-IRON CASES. 


These Meters are protected by registration under the “‘ Copyright of Designs Act.” They are much more durable, and at the 
same time more easily repaired than those in Tin Cases. 
Price list and terms on application. 


IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 


FOR TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e. 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


Ww. Cc. HOLMES & CO. 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 
WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION :— 
Pians, SpeciFications, and Prices of GAS APPARATUS; 
Pians, Specirications, and Estimates of the requisite BUILDINGS for each size of Apparatus ; 
Pians of the IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSERS ; 
Puans of the COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 


LONDON OFFICES—56, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 
*.* Please address letters to the Works at Huddersfeld. 
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GEORGE ANDERSON, Gas and Consulting Engineer, 











‘Fig. 1 represents an arrangement for medium sized works, Either the whole 9 or only 6 of the Retorts may be heated by the alteration 
of two dampers. ‘Fig. 2. The Retorts in the centre bed are of iron, and receive the modified heat from the beds of Clay Retorts on either side. 
In both figs. 1 and 2 all the furnaces, or a portion of them, may be of tar or coke. The tar furnace is adapted to burn only tar; and, without 
smoke or destruction of the Retorts, a tar furnace can be converted to a coke one, or vice versd, without interfering with the Retorts. 
Fig. 3 is what I adopt for small works. In it, like fig. 1, 2 or 3 Retorts can be heated by the alteration of two dampers. In each case this very 
| often od for weeks, if it does not prevent altogether, the lighting up of an extra fire. These modes of setting can in most cases be adapted 
to existing arches. 
Contests made for the erection of the Retorts if necessary. : 
Alsomy PATENT PISTON EXHAUSTER combined with Steam Engine when required. 
Also my PATENT FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which answers the purpose of three ——- Valves when applied to Purifiers, or 
bye-pass and shut-off to Station-Meters, &c., and obviates the objection of foul gas attendant on the Centre Water-Valve. 
Also my CONCENTRIC GAS GOVERNOR, which occupies about half the space of the old-fashioned Governor, 


LLOYD AND LLOYD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED, for Gas, Steam, and Water, from } in. to 6 in. bore. 
TAPS, and DIES, GUN METAL GLAND-COCKS, WATEReGAUGES, &.; 
PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES, 





STOCKS, 





For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c, 


LONDON WAREHOUSE—-N? 66, QUEEN STREET, E.C. 








E. J. & J. PEARSON, 


DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK-WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE, 


PROPRIETORS OF 


BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 


MANUFACTURERS OF 





GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 





TO GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 
NOTICE OF REMOVAL IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE LATE FIRE. 


J. DEFRIES AND SONS, 
Gas Engineers, and Manufacturers of 
CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU Chandeliers ; 
IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN LIGHTS; 
VESTIBULHES, and every description of Gas-Fittings. 


Temporary Show-Rooms:—16 & 17, COMMERCIAL STREET, WHITECHAPEL, 
Five Minutes Walk from their late Establishment, 147, HOUNDSDITCH. 


o 









J. D. & SONS beg most respectfully to inform Gas Companies and the Trade that their CITY 
SHOW-ROOMS are now complete with every description of Lighting Mediums, including Registered 
Designs of Medisval Gas-Fittings, Crystal, Bronzed, Ormolu, and Electro-Plated Chandeliers, Brackets, 
Vestibule-Lights, Bronzed and Gilt Statuettes. 

Special Designs prepared in perfect accordance with architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished 
for the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music-Halls, and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 

GAS-MOONS of the Newest Designs. 

The PATENT GAS-REGULATOR and PURIFIER reduced to Gs. Gd. per dozen. 

Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and Ormolu Chandeliers for 1865-66 are now complete. 
Works: LONDON and BIRMINGHAM. 
The CRYSTAL CEILING, with Ventilating Apparatus, manufactured by J. Defries and Sons for 

the Strand Music-Hail, 
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THE 


GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, 


A. ANGUS CROLL, C.E., Chairman. 
GEORGE RAIT, Manacine Director. T. G. BARLOW, C.E., Consuttina ENnGINgER. 


CROLL’S DRY GAS-METER, 


Cnvented and Patented in 1844, since which time 200,000 of these Meters have been 
manufactured by Mr. CROLL,) 
Obtained PRIZE MEDALS at the EXHIBITIONS of London, 1851, of New York, 1853, and Paris, 1855. 
IMPROVED in 1858, 
And was awarded at the INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION of 1862, the PRIZE MEDAL for 


“GOOD CONSTRUCTION and SOUND WORKMANSHIP.” 


Now manufactured by the GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON;; and, for the 
purpose of obtaining greater accuracy in all its parts, the most perfect machinery has been adopted, ‘‘ By which the construction 
of the Meter is much simplified, while its liability to get out of order is diminished.” (See report of T. G. Bartow, Esq., C.E.) 











ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


55 and 554, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, &. W., 


MANUFACTURER OF 
COMPENSATING & OTHER WET & IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 
Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 
STATION-METERS & COVERNORS, 


STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 
Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges ; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c., &c. 

EXPERIMENTAL TESTING APPARATUS, 
Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 
PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, BI-SSULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, THOMPSON’S BROMINE 
AND HEATING POWER OF FUEL TESTS, IMPROVED ALKALIMETER, EXPERIMENTAL METERS 

AND GOVERNORS, MINUTE CLOCKS, &c., &c. 


“ANALYSIS OF GAS FOR PRACTICAL MEN,” 
New and Enlarged Edition, with ‘‘ Gas-Meter Testing under Sales of Gas Act,” p.p. 25 Stamps. 


RK LAIDLAW & SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS 
Alliance Foundry, 147, East Milton Street, and Barrowfield Iron-Works, 
GLASGOW; 
anp aT SIMON SQUARE, EDINBURGH ; 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


STATION & CONSUMERS METERS, ALL SIZES; 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, ron GAS, WATER, & STEAM; CAST-IRON RETORTS & PIPES, 








HYDRAULIC MAINS, CONDENSERS, WASHERS, SCRUBBERS, PURIFIERS, & TANKS. 
GASHOLDERS; 





GOVERNORS, SLIDE-VALVES, &c.; 

WROUGHT & CAST IRON ROOFS & HOUSES. 

Contractors for Gas- Works of any Magmtude. Plans, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 
LONDON ESTABLISHMENT—190, STRAND. : 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 
LOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
DX HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 











WRIGHT'S REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR;|' 




















| Large Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 128. 


—— 
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